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PREFACE. 


HE various, evil, and igno- 
rant accounts that - have 
gone out into the world 
of Doctor Swirr, or what is 
equally injurious (tho neither ig- 


norant nor ill- intended) the very 


miſtaken and erroneous accounts 


that have been publiſhed of him, 


made it neceffary, in the judg- 


ment of his friends, to have 


his character ſet out in a truer, 


and a fuller, and, at the fame. 
time, an equal and unflattering 
light; which is the ſincere pur- 


poſe and aim of the author of 


A 2 thele 


PREFACE. 
theſe Letters, fully confiding in 
the generoſity of the noble au- 
thor of the Remarks, that his 
candour will give him more de- 
light in finding his friend cleared 
from many calumnies thrown 
upon him, than the corruptions 
of others can give them in ima- 
gining their own faults and 
follies countenanced and even 
flattered by his failures. Theſe 
Letters thoſe friends hope, will, for 
that reaſon, be acceptable to all 
the lovers of truth and juſtice; to 
whom they are humbly ſubmit- 
ted, and dedicated, by their 
faithful friend, and admirer, 
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LE TT ER: LE 

My Loz,. 
SIT down, at the earneſt requeſt of 
ſome perſons of conſequence, to whom 
J can refuſe nothing, not to cenſure, or in 
any degree to diſparage, your judicious, 
and (in many reſpects) maſterly remarks 


upon the life and writings of J. S: but 


„ 
to vindicate him from ſome miſrepre- 
ſentations which, I am ſatisfied, have been 8 
made to you, and to the world, of him. 


My Lord, if I am rightly informed, (and 
J ſhould be glad to believe I am not) you 
had your information (in the main) from 
ſame perſons, who called themſelves his 
friends : and ſhould, indeed, have been 
truly fo, from the impulſe of the loweſt 
degree of gratitude. O, my Lord, the re- 
turn of nominal friendſhip for real, is one 
of thoſe cruel calamities, which embitter 
life: and too often, tincture and torment 
the mind with ſuſpicion and diſtruſt. And 
yet, there is a greater evil, even than this 
under the fun : and that is, friendſhip 
made the maſk of malignity, and an un- 
bridled ſpirit of ſcandal. And I am well 
aſſured, that the Dean has been heard to 
ſay of one of theſe, This perſon does no- 
thing but tell me lies, from Monday morn- 
ing, ta Saturday wght. And yet, one 
would think, ſuch ſpirits ſhould be con- 
tent to tell lies to him, not of him, But 

the 


—_ 7 
the truth is, the tongue of calumny is 
an unruly evil, which knows not where to 
ſtop, nor whom to ſpare. Surely it muſt 
be of men of this charactet, that Solomon 
cries out, Any words, but the wounds 5 


Friend. 


1 have been wok, that the purpoſe of 
thee people was, by all the evil arts of in- 
ſinuation and untruth, to baniſh the Dean's 
beſt friends from about him, and make a 
monopoly of him to themſelves. And they 
in a great meaſure effected it : for what 
ends, they beſt know. 


- You, my Lord, who were his real friend, 

and always honoured him in fo diſtin- 
guiſhed a manner, will, I am ſure, rejoice 
to have his character cleared up, where it 


can, from every milrepreſentation that 
clouds it. 


You begin, by telling vs, Letter 1. p. 4- 
that he war a mixture of avarice and gene- 
ry; the former was frequently provalent ; 
| | B 2 the 


1 
the latter ſeldom appeared, unleſs excited ” 
compaſſion. | 


The firſt part of this character, is as 
great a ſingularity, as ever diſtinguiſhed 
Sw1FT from other men: and yet, my Lord, 
the obſervation is juſt ; and you yourſelf 
lay the beſt foundation for accounting for 
it, by telling us, in the ſame page, that he 

was in the decline of life when you knew 
Him; a period, in which avarice is found 
by long obſervation and experience, to pre- 
vail more or leſs, in the minds of the beſt 
men. His true character, prior to this 
period, was, a mixture of a regular, exact, 
and well-judged oeconomy and frugality, 
with a very diſtinguiſhed generoſity. And 
you well know, my Lord, that the true 
nature and character of men and things 
is to be judged of, by their ſtate of per- 
fection, not their decays. As true conſtitu- 
tional habits of bodies, are to be judged 
of from the ſtate of their health, not their 
calving infirmities. | 


Wy 


Give 


[5] 


Give me leave to add, that SwiFT, in 
the vigour of life, was not only an uſeful 
example df oeconomy in his own conduct, 
but alſo a great encourager and ſucceſsful 
recommender of it to others. I have often 
heard one of his friends declare, that he 


thought himſelf inexpreflibly obliged to 
him, for a friendly reproof and admonition 
upon this head. It was to this purpoſe, 
bark-ye, Sir, (ſaid he) I hear that you have 
@ great many poor relations, and becauſe that 
you are @ ſenior fellow, they all expect to be 
ſentar-fellows too. I am far from diſcou- 
raging you, in any reaſonable kindneſs to 
your friends : but, let me tell you, too much 
may hurt them more than too little. My ad- 
vice is this: Mend each of them in bis pre- 
fent ſituation, as much as you can convenient- 
ly ; but never take one of them out of it. 


But to return to your Lordſhip's cha- 
racter of him. 


I have neard that he himſelf was early 
ſenſible of this encroachment of avarice 
B 3 upon 


161 5 
upon him, and uſed to give this inſtance of 
it: He had reſolved, he ſaid, that, as ſoon 
as he had raiſed the Deanery 30l. a year, 
he would then allow himſelf a helper in 
the ſtable,* and a wax-light to read by. 
He then added. It is now ſome years, fincs 
J raiſed it to that value, but no helper, nor 
Wax-light have I, to this day. 


I believe, my Lord, it will be found a 
true and ſure obſervation, that when men 
can vaunt- their vices or weakneſſes of 
any kind, or turn them into a: jeſt, they 
never amend them. 


And yet it is moſt certain, that SwirT's 
avarice never carried him into any. of theſe 
evils or extremes, with which. that vice is 
charged, On.the contrary, I verily think, 
that by a turn of mind peculiar to himſelf, 
he drew good from that evil; as will ſoon 
be ſeen. Ca 


He always kept three horſes, and but one groom. 


Your 
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| Your next obſervation is, His generes 
fity ſeldom appeared, unleſs excited 2 com- 
Palſon. 


Now, my Lord, if by compaſſion, you 
mein, that ſenſibility of nature, which 
makes us feel for others, and urges us, by 
relieving their diſtreffes, to relieve our 
own ; by all that ever I could learn of 
SW1FT, he had as little of this ſort of com- 
paſſion as any man living; and therefore 


his generofity had perhaps more merit in 


it, than that of any other man I ever knew: 
and it is certain, he has been frequently 
known to give five or ten pounds to cha- 
rity, with more eaſe, than many richer 
men, under equal engapemetits with him, 


could be prevailed upon to give fo many 


ſhillings : and this I think is the moſt 


ſhining and truly diſtinguifhed part of his 


character, (as a ſocial man and chriſtian 
that he laid Himſelf out to do more chari- 
ties, in a greater variety of ways, and with 
a better judging difcernment, than per- 
B 4 haps 


[8] 
haps any other man of his fortune in the 
world. . ACP 


Give me leave to mention one thing of 
this kind. I never ſaw Poor ſo carefully 
and conſcientiouſly attended to in my lite, 
as thoſe of his cathedral : they were 
badged, and never begged out of their diſ- 
trict: and they always appeared with a very 
diſtinguiſhed decency and cleanlineſs : and 
after ſome time, partly by collecting cha- 
rities, but more by contributing, he got a 
little alms-houſe built, and furniſhed, for a 
few of the moſt ancient and orderly wi- 
dows, in one of the cloſes of his cathedral, 
where they lived with adecency and clean- 
lineſs, equal to that of the beſt Engliſb 
Poor, which he took care to keep up, by 
frequent viſits to them in perſon. 


But this ſpirit of charity ſtopped not 
here: It is well known, that he was the 
author of a ſcheme, for the badging the 
poor of the whole city of Dublin (and the 

kingdom in conſequence) ; the wiſeſt, the 
| ; beſt 


[9] 
beſt judged, the moſt practicable, and the 
moſt chriſtian ſcheme, for relieving all 
thoſe who were proper objects of charity. 
And at the ſame time, baniſhing vagrant 
beggary from the earth, with all its atten- 
dant abominations ! a ſcheme, for deliver- 
ing his country from a peſt, for which he 
much better deſerved to have a ſtatue 
erected to him, than HyeocraTes did, 


for relieving his, under the Pee: of 
Athens. 


There was no ſuch thing as a vagrant, 
or unbadged beggar ſeen about his cathe- 
dral. Not only the ſervants of his church, 
but his own poor alſo, were obliged to 
drive them away at their peril: they knew 
they could not ſuffer any ſuch-to appear, 
but at the hazard of their employments 
and badges. This he took (as I now ob- 
ſerved) to be the moſt effectual method 
of baniſhing vagrant beggary, and at the 
ſame time, relieving real diſtreſs. And 1 
am fatisfied, that he had this alſo in view, 
in walking the ſtreets fo conftantly as he 


did: 


[ 20 ] x 
did: this gave him an opportunity of e. 
amining into the condition of every poor 
perſon he met. Which he did, with fo 
well-practiſed a ſagacity, as could feldom 
be impoſed upon. And every man that fol- 
lows his example, will foon find, that this 
praftice will lead him into the exerciſe of 
more charity, than is poſſible to be prac- 
tiſed in carriages of any kind ; all which 
hurries you beyond the object you would 
relieve, before you can poſſibly conſider his 
cafe. Not to inſiſt how much men are 
checked in purpoſes of this kind, by the 
falſe fear of being ſuſpected of affectation 
and hypocriſy, in ſtopping a coach or a 
chair, to effect ſuch purpoſes. 


But to return. 


There is ſuch a maſtery of ſtyle, hu- 
mour, wit, and good ſenſe in Sw1FT's little 
_ diſcourſe about badging the poor, as muſt 
make it at once both delightful and in- 
ſtructive, to men of the beſt abilities and 
knowledge of the world; 
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The 1 of parts and: * 1 1 
am fure, be much obliged ta me for 
adorning theſe obſervations with one _ 


graph from it. 


« As I am perſonally 3 with a 
« great number of ſtreet-beggars, I find 
* ſome weak attempts have been made in 
« one or two pariſhes, to promote the 
ct wearing of badges: and my firſt queſtion 
& to thoſe: who aſk an alms, is, Where 
& js their badge? I have, in ſeveral years, 
© met with about a dozen, who were 
© ready to produce them. Some out of 


« their pockets, others from under their 
© coats, and two or three on their ſhoul- 


« ders, only covered with a' ſort of capes, 
«* which they could lift up, or let down 
“upon occaſion. They are too lazy to 
“work; they are not afraid to ſteal; nor 


* 


« aſhamed to beg; and yet are, too. proud 


to be ſeen. with, a badge; as many of 


te them have confeſſed to me, and not a 
* few in very injurious terms: particu- 


„„ 
« larly the females. They all look upon 
e ſach an obligation as an high indignity 
done to their office. I appeal to all in- 
« different people, whether ſuch wretches 
te deſerve to be relieved. As to myſelf, I 
© muſt confeſs this abſurd inſolence hath 
tc ſo affected me, that for ſeveral years 
te paſt, I have not diſpoſed of one ſingle 
* farthing to a ſtreet-beggar ; nor intend 
* to do ſo, till I fee a better regulation: 
© and I have endeavoured to perſuade all 
my brother-walkers + to follow my 
« example, which moſt of them aſſure me 
they do. For if beggary be not able to 
ce beat out pride, it cannot deſerve cha- 
<« rity. However, as to perſons in coaches 
e and chairs, they bear but little of the 
” perſecutions we ſuffer, and are willing 
to leave it entirely upon us. 


This alſo may, I think, be e! 
among Swirr's ſingularities; That he 
was (as I before obſerved) early ſenfible 


1 Of which the author of theſe obſervations had 
the honour to be one, 


181 
of his propenſity to avarice, and there- 
fore diligently laid himſelf out, to cheat it 
by charity, in every way that he could 
deviſe. | 


If he walked an hour or two on any 
occaſion, inſtead of taking a coach, or a 
chair, he then cried out, that he had earn- 
ed a ſhilling or eighteen-pence, Gc. and 
had a right to do what he pleaſed with it. 
And that conſtantly went to the account 
of charity. And I am well ſatisfied, that 
the ſame principle governed him in many 
other inſtances. And to enable him to 
gratify this diſpoſition, as occaſions of- 
fered, he never went abroad without a 
pocket full of all ſorts of coins, from a 
three-peny piece to a crown, which he 
collected with ſo much care, that he 
never was Without a conſiderable fund of 
all the known kinds of current coins. 


Had your Lordſhip been as well ac- 
quainted with his conduct in this inſtance, 
as I apprehend your informers were, I am 

; ſatis- 


LIT 


} 
* 
' 

* 


Your mgſt humble, 


As I doubt not but you 
My Lord, 


will feel a ſincere ſatisfaction in being ſet 
right in theſe points, by, | 
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his infirmities. 
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I. ET TER II. 


My Lo xp, 


BEG leave to inform you and the 
public, once for all, that my purpoſe 
is, to convey theſe epiſtolary obſervations, 
without any preluding or concluding apo- 
logies. And therefore I proceed to con- 
fider your next remark on SwWIE r, which 
ſtands thus, p. 5. | 


He was open to adulation, and could not, 
or would not, diſtingiuiſb between low flat- 
tery and in applauſe, 
Here, my Lord, I muſt take the liberty 
to tell you, I totally differ from you in this 
part of Sw Ir rs character; inſomuch that 
I verily think, he might have ſaid with 
RAaMSAY's CyRus, I hated flattery, but 
was not inſenſible to delicate praiſe. 


— 


If 


[ 26 ] 

If you will pleaſe to reflect a little, my 
Lord, you will find nothing more natural, 
than to apprehend, that a man, who him- 
ſelf had ſo much delicacy in praiſing, muſt 
be ſhocked at any attempts of that kind, 
which degenerated into groſs flattery. 
The contrary to this, were as unnatural, 
as that a man, who had confeſſedly a fine 
taſte, ſhould yet not be able to diſtinguiſh. 
between ſparkling Champaigne, and flying 
Small Beer ſweeten'd with Sugar Plumbs. 
Or if he could, would yet ſwallow down 
the latter with equal reliſh : tho the ill ef- 
fects were evident and immediate. A bad 
digeſtion, and an unſalutary ſwelling. 


It is well known, that SwirT was a 
great maſter of that kind of praiſe, which, 
by carrying the appearance of abuſe, took 
off every thing that was ſurfeiting, or of- 
fenſive to the niceſt palate, in that kind of 
food: for praiſe, my Lord, is a food, the 
food of virtue. SwirFT well knew (as 
your Lordſhip well doth) that the love of 


praiſe 1 is one of the nobleſt inſtincts, with 
Which 


- * 
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which God has endowed the human 
heart: as being one great incitement to 
every valuable excellence! and therefore, 
great care ſhould be taken in indulging 
this noble inſtinct, not to ſurfeit, or turn 
the food into poiſon. For as praiſe is, in 
truth, the food of virtue, flattery is as 
truly the poiſon of praiſe. 


I think little doubt can be made, that 
Sw1FT himſelf moſt eſteemed thoſe good 


3 qualities, with which he endowed VAx- 


ESSA : among which are the following. 


All bumble worth ſhe trove to raiſe, 
Would not be prais d, yet lob d to praiſe. 


Some of the genteeleſt verſes that ever 
I ſaw of SwirT's, were written upon this 
ſubject, to a friend (who won't allow me 
to name him) on occaſion of a compli- 
ment paid to him in his own irony. I 
heartily wiſh I could gratify myſelf, and 
your Lordſhip, in publiſhing them: which 
indeed I cannot, For I am aſſured, the 
C per- 


k 

perſon they were addreſſed to, burnt 
the original in a fit of mortification: and 
kept no copy. However, the friendly 
ſpirit and affection with which they were 
written, will, I think, ſufficiently appear 
from the two firſt, and a few of the fol- 
lowing, and only lines I can remember: 


To you whoſe virtues I muſt own, 
With ſhame ] have too lately known ; 


Oh why did fate perverſe and blind, 
Place you in life ſo far behind ? 

Or, what T ſhould repine at more, 
Place me in life ſo far before? 


The truth is, SwirT kept every friend, 
and I believe every man living that he 
converſed with, in ſome degree of awe: 
and no man that ever I knew of, if he were 
ſo diſpoſed, would yet dare to flatter him. 
Your Lordſhip indeed, who beheld him in 
all bumours and diſpoſitions, and formed va- 
rious ſpeculations, from the ſeveral weakneſſes: 
to which you obſerved him liable, p.4. might 

have feen him in ſome weak unguarded 

5 - mo- 


[ 29 ] 
moment, which eſcaped other eyes: or 
might have ſeen the poiſon adminiſtered 
with more ſucceſs, from the advantage of 
better guilding to the pills, or more dex- 
terity and addreſs in the conveyance. For 
my own part, my Lord, from all that I 
could obſerve of Swir r, he was more open 
to honeſt admonition, than low adulation. 
But as no man could, or dared attempt 
any thing of this kind authoritatively, we 
may be aſſured nothing of that kind could 
be admitted, without a previouſly eſta- 


bliſhed opinion of the integrity and friend- 
ſhip of the . 


One or two inſtances will, I think, be 
ſufficient to ſupport this aſſertion. The firſt 
is this, which he himſelf was often wont 
to mention : that in a poem of not. two 

= hundred lines (Baucis and Philemon) Mr. 
, Aadiſen made him blot out fourſcore, add 
3 fourſcore, and alter fourſcore. The next is 
71 i SH this: it was cuſtomary with SwirT's 
friends to make him ſome little annual 
1 WM preſents upon his birth-day: either verſes, 
- 1. C 2 or 
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And ſeoff to juſt contempt, the ſcorning fool. 


- The flame that falls from heav'n, to beav'n 


Jo poliſh pebbles, to ſet off a toy! 


[ 204 
or (according to his own definition of a 
preſent) ſome things of no great value, that 
could not be bought. In compliance with 
this cuſtom, Dr. DeLany, very early 
after his admittance into ſome degree of 
intimacy with the Dean, ſent him the 
following verſes upon that occaſion. 


How long with faith, ſhall ev'ry virtue 

Fail? 

How long ſhall infidelity . I; 

How long inſult the goſpels glorious light ! 

Stare in the face of day, yet ſwear tis night ! 

(True emblem of that vain pretender's pride 

Whoſe wiſdom whiteneſs to the ſnow denied) 

How long ſhall miſcreants mock at FIT 
 aorit! 

And, loſt to ben vaunt the aid of wit 1 

Great genius riſe, retort the ridicule : 


Employ thy talents right, be timely wiſe : 


ſhould riſe ! 
Will the wiſe artiſt his whole ill employ; 


When 


[214 : 


| When the rich diamond waits, his mafter- 


bands, 
When profit urges, and his king commanas ! 


The gain is mighty, and the taſk is hard: 


A crown of glory is the ſure reward ! 


Not fuch frail crowns as mortals boaſt below, 
But ſuch as ſaints ſhall wear, and God be- 


ont... 
So may I live, raisd from this wretched 
earth, | 
To celebrate thy glorious ſecond birth ! 


A queſtion might, and hath been put, 
whether this compliment would not have 


concluded better without | the two laſt 
lines? I own, I think it would have con- 


cluded well enough without them. But I 
have heard it remarked, as one of the trueſt 


teſts of good writing, either in proſe or 


verſe, when, to a period properly con- 
cluded, ſomething is properly and perti- 
nently ſuperadded, which the reader was 
not led to expect: whether this be the 
caſe in the point before us, he will beſt 
judge for himſelf. An inſtance from one 

, O 3 of 


. 22 
of Swirr's birth-day odes to STELLA, will 
beſt explain the juſtice of this obſervation. 


The thought turns upon STELLA's ſize. 
and years being doubled, fince his firſt ac- 
quaintance with her; he then adds, 


O would it pleaſe the Gods to ſplit, 
Thy beauty, fize, and years, and wit. 
No age could furniſh out a pair, 

Of nymphs, ſo graceful, wiſe and fair! 
With half the luſtre of your eyes, 

With balf your wit, your years and ſive ! 


ANACREON (and I might add Horace) 
would have been contented to ſtop here : 
and would have gained to himſelf ſufficient 
applauſe, from the wit, elegance and ſim- 
plicity of this poem, carried no further: 
but how much muſt the Engliſb reader be 
delighted above the Grecian, when he finds 


SwIF T concluding in the following man- 
ner. 3 


And then, before it grew too late, 
How ſhould ] beg of gentle fate, 


a 


(That 


[ 23 ] 
(That either nymph might have her ſwain) 
To ſplit my worſhip too in twain. 


But to return to the point of SWIFT" 8 
enduring admonition. 


You will naturally aſk, What was the 
conſequence of this monition, - from Dr. 
DeLany ? It was this, my Lord. He 
fetched a deep ſigh, and ſaid, it was 700 
late. And looked as if he were revolving 
thoſe fine lamenting lines of WALLER ; 


Oh that my youth had thus empley 4 2 \ 


pen, 
Or that I now could write as wel as then. 


But, however, 1 was fo far from 9 8 
offended, that he took all occaſions from 
that day, to diſtinguiſh Dr. DxLAxx by 
the appellation of friend. One of theſe 
was in a poem, which I cannot recollect, 
and don't find publiſhed in his works: 
wherein when he had quoted that com- 
pliment of Vireir's to GalLus, neget 
quis carmina Gallo, he applies it thus: 
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Here, by the way, by GalLus mean 2 
Not SHERIDAN, but friend DELANY. 


The other is in theſe lines to STELLA; 
on her birth-day, 1724. 


While SuerIDAN 5s off the hooks, 
And friend DELANY af his books. 


Whether this account of SwirT's be 
more to his honour, or the honour of that 
antiquated virtue, ſincerity; your Lordſhip 
will beſt judge. 


I cannot conclude this ſubject, without 
giving one inſtance of his conveying fine 
praiſe, under the cover of very rough 
words. I had it from one who was pre- 
ſent at the converſation. 


When Lord CarTERET was Lord 
Lieutenant of Jr-land, SwirT happened 
to have a little diſpute with him about 
the grievances that kingdom {ſuffered 
from England, and the folly and nonſenſe 
i of 


[ 25 ] 


of their government in that reſpect: (for 

he ſpared no hard words upon that 

occaſion) the Lord Lieutenant reply d 

3X7 with a maſtery and ſtrength of reaſon, 

N 2 for which he is ſo diſtinguiſhed, and 


which Swirr not well liking at that 
time, cried out, in a violent paſſion, 
* What the vengeance brought you 
« amongſt us, get you gone, get you 

= © gone; pray God Wy ſend us our 
* boobies back again. | 


1 | Jam, 


My Lokp, &c. 


LE T- 


[ 26 ] 


LETTER Il. 
My LoRD, 


OUR next character of Sw1rT is 
in theſe words, p. 5. His abilities 
rendered kim ſuperior to envy. | 


That he was ſuperior to envy, cannot 
be denied. The only queſtion is, whether 
he was ſo, from the rectitude and gene- 
roſity of his mind, or from the pride of ſu- 
perior talents. For my own part, I muſt 
own to you, and to the world, that I cannot 
aſcnbe it to the latter principle. I am well 
aſſured that he well knew Mr. Pops to be 
much his own ſuperior in epic poetry; 
and Lord treaſurer Oxrokp much his ſu- 
perior in politicks : (a ſcience however on 
which he valued himſelf not a little) he 
knew Mr. Gay to have talents which he 
himſelf had not, both for paſtoral poetry, 
and the maſterly turn (fo peculiar to him) 

| of 


EF] 
of adapting airs of infinite wit and hu- 
mour, and with inexhauſtible variety, 
upon every occaſion that aroſe in his in- 
imitable dramatic pieces : and yet 'it is 


certain, that he loved theſe. three men, 


with a very diſtinguiſhed fincerity and 
warmth of affection. . And it is certain, 
that two of them made him equal and 
ample returns. But I have too much 
reaſon to believe, that the third, with all 
his diſtinguiſhed ſuperiority in the talent 


he ſo highly prized, was not yet fo clear 


of that vice, of which you ſo juſtly ac- 
quit SWIFT, | 


The truth is, SwirT loved merit 
wherever he found it, and never ſeemed 
more delighted, than when he could 
draw it out from obſcurity, into an advan- 


| tageous light, and exalt it there. 


Many inſtances of this generoſity of 
benevolence in him, are yet remem- 
bered in the world. He introduced the 
late Biſhop of CLoYNE to Lord B. 


In 


[ 28 ] 
in the handſomeſt manner: He told 
him there was a- gentleman of his fa- 
mily, that was an honour to it. And 
then added, as it were in abatement of 
his merit, That he was good fer Jome- 
thing. 


Not long after, he recommended the 
ſame gentleman as chaplain to my Lord 
PETERBOROUGH'S univerſal embaſſy; and 
was ſucceſsful in his recommendation, to 
the mutual ſatisfaction of the patron and 
his domeſtick: if he could properly be 
called ſo, who rarely lived in the ſame 
houſe with his Lord, and not often in the 
ſame country. | 


He made Lord OxrorD, in the 
heighth of his glory, walk with his 
treaſurer's ſtaff from room to room, thro' 
his own Levy; enquiring which was Dr. 
PARNELL; in order to introduce himſelf 
to him, and beg the honour of his ac- 
quaintance: which he did in the moſt 
courteous and obli ging manner, 

| My 


L 29 ] 


My Lord Oxrokp had deſired Swire 
to introduce Dr. PARNELL to him ; which 
he refuſed, upon this principle: That a 
man of genius was a character ſuperior to | 
that of a Lord in high ſtation : and there- 


fore obliged my Lord to introduce him- 
ſelf. y 


Wherever he found the leaſt dawning 
of a genius, he cultivated it with all ima- 
ginable care and kindneſs: and would 
chearfully employ many hours at a time, 
in corrections and alterations of any com- 
poſition, that carried the leaſt appearance 
of genius with it: and was happy in 
ſtarting hints of new ſubjects ſuited to the 
capacities of the perſons who advifed with 
him. As he firſt hinted to Mr. Gary, the 
ſubject of his Trivia, and furniſhed him 
with a few introductory verſes to it. 


My Lord, you well know, that it is the 
trueſt character of a great genius to be 
ſuperior to his on talents: and tho I will 
| _ 


30 


not abſolutely pronounce of Swirr that 

| | he was ſo, (for he well knew how to ſet 

a full value upon them on occaſion) yet J 
can by no means place his exemption 
from envy, to the ſcore of his pride. If 
J were diſpoſed to refine, I ſhould chuſe 
rather to place it to the account of his 
ſuperior judgment and penetration. He 
could not but ſee, that if men of genius 
ſteadily and zealouſly aſſerted each others 
merits, they muſt bear down the world 
before them. And it is certain, that 
Swirr had a ſufficient portion of ambi- 
tion, to make him heartily join in the 
combination. But then this juſtice muſt 
be done to that ambition, that it always 
pointed to publick and noble ends. 


But to account for this part of SwieT's 
conduct and character, in a ſimpler, and 
more natural manner. Poſſibly he might 
have been of opinion, that the true inte- 
reſts of men of genius, did not interfere, 
ſo as to eclipſe or oppreſs one another in 
the utmoſt indulgence to each. 
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It muſt be owned, that they are too 
often in a different way of thinking. Your 
Lordſhip rightly obſerves (1. 19. p. 14.) 
that emulation generally breaks the chain 
of friendſhip between poets. They are (you 


ſay) running with the utmoſt eagerneſs to 


the ſame goal: no wonder if in the race 
they endeavour to trip up each others heels. 
For my own. part, my Lord, I cannot 
but wonder at their folly in doing ſo: 
they are indeed running to the ſame goal ; 
but what is that goal ? It is, my Lord, the 
temple of fame, which hath room enough 
for fifty times as many competitors, as 
ever contended in their courſe towards 
it: and it is evident, that croſſing and 
joſtling in the way, does but retard each, 
and often ends in the fall of both. 


I have heard it obſerved by men of 
ſpeculation, who did not ſcruple to make 
an open declaration of their opinion upon 
the point; That the true intereſt of na- 

tions 


[ 32 ] 


nations never did interfere. And their 
contentions and competitions in purſuit of 
the ſame points, proceeded from igno- 
rance, and ſhort-fighted views. And I 
am ſatisfied, that this might at leaſt, be 
as truly obſerved of the genius's of men, 
as of the intereſts of nations. And I 
think, this may be illuſtrated, by a re- 


markable inſtance. 


ADDiSoON and SWIFT more nearly 
reſembled one another in their talents, 
than any two men of their time. Each 
of them was remarkably diſtinguiſhed, 
for two excellencies : a great fund of 
true humour, and a fine Eng/iþ ſtyle. 
And yet, they always lived in a perfect 
harmony and remarkable affection and 
efteem for each other, even in ſpite of 
the ſpirit of party, which divided them. 
Inſomuch that I have heard Sw1FT ſay, 
that often as they ſpent their evenings to- 
gether, they neither of them ever wiſhed 
for a third perſon, to ſupport or enliven 


their converſation, 


J have 


F: 891] 


I have alſo, heard him ſay, that one 
evening, the converſation happened to. 
turn upon the moſt diſtinguiſhed cha- 
racers in the hiſtory of the old teſtament: 
in which, SwiFT preferred and ſuppor- 
ted, that of JosEPn; and Appison, that 
of JoNOTHAN: and after they had urged 
their reaſons on both fides, with a good 
deal of zeal, for a conſiderable time; Mr. 
AppisoNn ſmiled, and ſaid, he was glad 
no third perſon was witneſs to their diſ- 
pute: recollecting at once, that he was 
aſſerting the hero of SwirT's name, 
and Swirr the hero of his: which might 
be interpreted by a third perſon, as an 
intended compliment, of each, to the 
other. Whereas, in truth, nothing was 
more undeſigned, or remote from their 


thoughts. 


Here it is evident, that their mutual 
affection made their mutual felicity: 
. whereas, envy, would have had the di- 
rect contrary effect. 


6 


341 


An envious man is the worſt, and 
ſillieſt kind of robber ! for he only laboure, 
to take away that from others, which he 
cannot acquire to himſelf. And therefore, 
he ſeems to act from that principle of 
barbarian ſtupidity, which BUTLER takes 
notice of. 
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So a wild tartar, when be ſpies, 
A man that's handſom, valiant, wiſe ; 
Thinks, if he kills him, to inherit, 
His wit, lus beauty, and his ſpirit. 


Let me add another little memoir of 
SWIFT: which I relate with pleaſure, 
not more for his honour, than that of 
his patron. 


Upon the change of the miniſtry, a 
report prevailed, that Mr. Cox GREvx, 
was to be turned out of his employment: 
upon which, SwIr T immediately applied 
himſelf to my Lord Treaſurer: told him 
the report; and added, that a hair of 
Mr. Concreve's head muſt not be 
| ” touched. 


TIE. . 
touched. To which my Lord replied : 
My good Doctor, could you think me capable 
of hurting a man of genius 4 No, no, 


Non tam averſus, equos, T "yria te fungit 
ab urbe. 


As noble an anſwer, and as fine an ap- 


plication of a virgillian verſe, as ever was 


made. 


My Lord, if I remember rightly, Plu- 
tarch ſomewhere obſerves, that nothing 


more effectually lets us into the true 


characters of men, than ſome little inci- 
dental, and occaſional paſſages in their 
lives. This, my Lord, is my apology for 


theſe little relations. And if this be 


deemed inſufficient, let my time of life 
ſupply whatever is wanting to it. You 


well know, that an old acquaintance of 
 SwIPT's, cannot be a young man. 


You, my Lord, j uſtly make it a praiſe- 
worthy part of SwIrr's character, that, 


He was undiſguiſed and perfectly fincere. 
D 2 And, 
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And, I hope, it will be at leaft a pardona- 
ble, if not a praiſe-worthy part of my 
character; that I have been very plainly 


fo, in this performance: I could not elſe 
be juſtly entitled to the honour of being, 
as I truly am, 


Your LORDSHIP's 


moſt faithful, 


and moſt obedient humble ſervant. 


LE T- 


My Lokp, 
OUR next remark on Swirr is in 
the ſame, p. 5. 


J am induced to think that he entered 
into orders more from private and fixt reſa- 
lution than from abſolute choice: be that as 
it may, he performed the duties of the 
church, with great punctuality, and a 
decent degree of devotion. He read prayers 
rather in a ſtrong nervous voi ce, than na 
graceful manner: and although he has been 
often accuſed of irreligion, nothing of that 
kind appeared in his converſation, or beha- 


VIOUT. 


I cannot take upon me to ſay, what 
his inducements were to the taking of 
holy orders: yet I cannot but own, that 
your Lordſhip appears very judicious in 
your conjecture, that he entered into 

Ds. orders 
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orders, more from private and fixt reſo- 
lution, than from abſolute choice. And 
the conjecture ſeems well grounded, 
from your juſt femark in the ſame page, 
That his caſt of mind induced him to 


ſpeak and think more of politicks, than 
religion. 5 


But, pray, my Lord, how mall we 
reconcile all this, to his chufing rather 
to take holy orders, than accept the com- 
miſſion of a captain of horſe, offered to 
him by K. WII LIAII. It is evident, this 
refuſal was not the effect of cowardice: 
in as much as he hath manifeſted a very 
uncommon degree of fortitude, through- 
out the whole courſe of his life. 


© The moſt natural way of accounting 
for this conduct, ſeems to me to be this. 
That he found in himſelf uncommon 
talents for writing and ſpeaking in pub- 
lick: neither of which could be of any 
uſe to him in the army. And there 
fore it was natural that he ſhould chuſe 
3 | that 
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that profeſſion, to which he could do 
moſt honour, by thoſe talents, and by 
which he might acquire moſt honour to 
himſelf. | 


It muſt, however, be owned, that 
this reſolution was very fixt and ſteady 
in him, and in all appearance upon its 
true foundation, which ſuch an offer, in 
the prime of youth and vanity, could 
not ſhake. 


Another reſolution feems at the ſame 
time to have been as fixt in him: That 
he would not take orders till he could 
come into the church, to ſome advantage. 
And it is certain, that he ought not to 
have wiſhed to come into it till he could 

be properly employed in it, as the 
canons require. | 


From all this, I think, it clearly ap- 
pears, that religious purpoſes were now 
predominant in him; and, I verily think, 
continued to be ſo. la ee 
D 4 That 


#- 0 


That they were ſo, when he was pro- 
moted to Laracor, is clear; for what elſe 
could prevail upon him to propoſe the 
taking the additional trouble of reading 
prayers to his people, in that place, on 
Wedneſdays and Fridays; out of the or- 
dinary courſe of duty in country pariſhes. 


And it is moſt certain, that theſe prin- 
ciples of piety, and right reſolutions, were 
no way leſſened in him, upon his being 
called to the curacy of St. Nicholas 
without, * Dublin. 


I have a very ſingular ſatisfaction, in 
being able to inform the world, much 
more truly, than it hitherto hath been, 
of the true ſtate of Sw1irT's mind in 
the character of a clergyman, at that time. 
My account I have from a man of cha- 
rater, to whom Sw1FT opened himſelf 
on that head. 


„ There are two Churches of this name 
in Dublin. One is called St. NichoLAs within, 
that is, within the walls of the city. And the other 
is called St. NicholL As without, 

His 
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His account is this, that Sw1FT fre- 
quently took occaſion to declare that there 
was a time when his mind was wholly 
bent upon excelling in his profeſſion. He 
hoped, he faid, that by diligence, and 
conſtant application, and practice, he 
might arrive to ſuch a degree of reputa- 
tion in it, as that a queſtion might now- 
and-then be aſked the ſexton on a ſunday- 
morning. Pray, does the Doctor preach to 
day? He then added, with a ſigh, that 
unhappily this purpoſe was ſoon over- 
thrown. . He was appointed to ſollicit the 
Engliſb miniſtry, upon the affair of firſt 
fruits, and twentieth's ; which Q. ANNE“s 
bounty . afterwards beſtowed on the 
church, And in the courſe of that ſollici- 
tation, fell into ſome degree of confidence 
with my Lord Oxroxpop: who told 
him, that their (the then miniſtry's) in- 
tentions were truly national, and honeſt, 
but their ſtate uncertain. That if he 

would ſtay, and take his chance with 
them, he ſhould fare as they did. He 

added, 
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added, that from that day to this, his head 
had been taken up with curſed politicks; 
to the utter negle& of his profeſſion, as a 
clergyman. Or, if he did ſometimes at- 
tempt to exert himſelf in the pulpit, he 
could never riſe higher than preaching 
pamphlets. This naturally accounts for 
that caſt of mind, which turned his 
thoughts more to political, than religi- 
_ ous ſubjects: and gives a juſt ground for 
your remarks. 


Your Lordſhip cightly obſerves, that he 
performed the duties of the church with 
great punctuality, and a decent degree of 
devotion : but that he read Prayers rather 
in a ſtrong nervous voice, than in a 
graceful manner. And let me add, in a 
voice, ſharp, and high-toned, rather than 
harmonious. But this was not from a de- 
fect of devotion, but of nature. He had 
an ear for harmony of numbers, but not 
for harmony of ſounds, This ſufficed to 
give ſmoothneſs to his poetry, tho' not 
ſweetneſs to his pronunciation. And this 
| I 


THEE 
I am aſſured, was the caſe of Mr. DRv- 


DEN, the great father of Engliſb harmo- 
nic poetry : and of ſeveral others, 


As to his religion, I think verily, that 
I myſclf have obſerved many ſtrong indi- 
cations and proofs of his ſincerity in it, 
(beſides thoſe now mentioned). His ſaying 
grace, both before, and after meat, was 
very remarkable. It was always in the 
feweſt words that could be uttered on the 
occaſion, but with an emphaſis and fervor 
which every one around him ſaw, and 
felt; and with his hands claſped into one 
another, and lifted up to his breaſt, but 
never higher. The religious and chriſtian 
form of his laſt will, and the many 
prayers compoſed, and conſtantly offered 
up by him, in Mrs. JounsToxN's ſickneſs, 
are ſtrong proofs to the ſame purpoſe. 


There was no vice in the world he fo 
much abhorred as hypocriſy : and of con- 
ſequence, nothing he dreaded ſo much, as 
to be ſuſpected of it. This naturally led 


to - 
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to make him verge ſometimes too much 
to the other extreme: and made him 
often conceal his piety, with more care 


than others take to conceal their vices. 
And I have been aſſured by Dr. DeLany, 


who lived for a conſiderable time in his 
houſe; that he reſided with him for more 
than ſix months, before he knew, or fo 
much as ſuſpected that ever he read 
prayers to his family. Which nevertheleſs 
he conſtantly did, at a fixt hour every 
night, in his own bed-chamber. To 
which the ſervants regularly and filently 
reſorted, at the time appointed: without 
any notice from a bell, or audible call of 
any kind; except the ſtriking of the 
clock. And I am well aſſured, that when 
he lived in London, his conſtant way was, 
to go to early prayers, and ſacrament; 
which he thought made him leſs diſtin- 
guiſhed in his devotions. He did indeed 
often let his light % ſhine before men that 
they might fee his good works (becauſe he 
could not always hide them) but I am 
fatigfied they were ſeen much ſeldomer 

than 
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than performed. Becauſe he concealed 
every character and practice of piety as 


much as poſſible, from ſight. 


I own, I cannot applaud, or even ap- 
prove of this conduct: a man, peculi- 
arly devoted to the ſervice of God, ſhould 
carefully guard againſt the leaſt ſuſpicion, 
or appearance of irreligion. Always bear- 
ing in mind, that fine obſervation in the 
Wiſdom of Solomon * they that keep holineſs 
holily, ſball be judged holy. I am much 
afraid that the example of a conduct, and 
character, ſo little guarded as SwirT's 
was, in this reſpect, has done hurt in the 
world. God knows, I ſpeak this, with 
diſtreſs of heart, and only from the 
Chriſtian motive, not of cenſuring ines, 
but of guarding en 


How happy had it been, both for 
himſelf and the world, had he carefully 
governed his life, by that apoſtolick, and 
truly divine precept, ab/tain from all ap- 
pearance of evil. And more conſtantly | 


* Chap. vi. ver. 10. 


and 


[ 46 ] 


; and conſcientiouſly attended to thoſe fine 
monitions of Solomon, in which he in- 
forms us, that altho 4 good name be better 
than precious ointment (diffuſeth a more 
delightful, and falutary odour all around 
it) yet 4 little folly can taint that, and 
make it offenſive to the world, (even in 
men of reputation for wiſdom and hononr ) 
as a few dead flies can this. I am, 


My Loxp, &c. 
POSSTSSURIPT. 


Mr Los, 

After a good deal of meditation upon 
Sw1FT's character, as a man of true 
religion, I think I have found out 
one proof of it, ſo clear, and incon- 
teſtable, as may well ſuperſede the 
neceflity of any other. 


His cathedral of St. Pa TRIck's, is the 
only church in that city, wherein 
* the primitive practice of receiving the 
Sacrament every Lord's day, was re- 
newed, 
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newed, and is ſtill continued. And 
to the beſt of my remembrance, and 
belief, renewed in his time. At 
leaſt, as he was Ordinary there; it 
could not be continued without his 
conſent. And it is moſt certain, that 
he conſtantly attended that Holy 
Office: conſecrated and adminiſtred 
the Sacrament, in perſon. Nor do 
I believe he ever once failed to do 
ſo when it was in his power. I 
mean when he was not either ſick, 
or abſent, at too great a diſtance. 
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SXEX KIAI SIS 


LETTER Vt 
My LorD, w_ 
OUR account of Swirr's birth, 


K parentage, and education, is fo 
juſt, that, I believe, nothing is to be ad- 
ded to it. As alſo your account of the un- 
creditable manner of his taking his Ba- 
chelor of Arts degree, in the college of 


Dublin: which he hath been often heard 


to ſay, was owing to his being a dunce. 


And he explained himſelf in the follow- 
ing manner: That he looked upon the 
ſtudy of Greek and Latin to be down- 
right pedantry, and beneath a gentleman. 
That poetry and plays and novels, were 
the only polite accompliſhments. 


This diſgrace of his degree had, how- 
ever, an happy effect upon him: and 
made him immediately turn his thoughts 
to uſeful learning. And his going to Ox 


Ford 


\F 
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ford was not in reſentment to the college 


[ 49 ] 


of Dublin, but rather from a principle 
of pride; to ſhew how he could ſucceed 
elſewhere. The common opinion there, is, 


that tho' the degree of Bachelor of Arts 


requires a good deal of ſtudy and learning, 
yet the degree of Maſter in the college 
of Dublin, requires very little of either. 
Whereas, on the contrary, the degree of 
Bachelor of Arts is eaſy in Oxford, but the 
degree of Maſter much more difficult, 
and, of conſequence, much more honou- 
rable : and therefore he waited in Dublin 
till he was of ſtanding to take his Maſter's 
degree : and then he repaired to Oxford, 
and took it there. Which he ſeems to 
have done, with, a good deal of applauſe : 
as appears from that fragment of a letter 
to his uncle, Mr. Swirr, which your 


Lordſhip hath quoted. His words are 


theſe ; 


T om fiill to thank you for your care of 


"my teſtimonial, and it was to very good pur - 


poſe: for I never was more ſatisfied than ' 
E in 
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in the behaviour of. the Univerſity of Ox- 
ford to me. I had all the civility I could 
wiſh for, and ſo many favours, that I am 
aſhamed to have been more obliged, in a 
feu weeks, to ſtrangers, than ever I was 
in ſeven years to Dublin college. =" 


He had often been heard to ſay, that 
from the time of his taking this degree, 
he ſtudied at leaſt eight hours a day, one 
with another, for ſeven years. In which 
Gs, he laid a large and ſolid foundation 
of claſſick, and other learning. And it 
was remarkable, that the time of his own 
hard labour in the attainment of learning, 
was the teſt by which he eſtimated the 
attainments of others in that point: inſo- 
much, that if any one was cried up to him 
as a great ſcholar, his firſt queſtion was, 
How old is he? and the next, How many 
years he had paft in a cloſe application. 
to his ſtudies? And if the ſpace fell ſhort 
of his period, he anſwered with con- 
tempt: He a ſcholar? tis impoſſible? No 
man can be a ſcholar that has not paſt 


many 
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many years in hard ſtudy, and an ppl 
cation to good books, 


Your Lordſhip rightly obſerves, that 
neither his learning nor his genius were 
yet arrived to any degree of ripeneſs, at 
the time of his writing the Letter above 
mentioned. 


The truth is, early fruits are a lively 
emblem of early parts; and we know an 
homely proverb obſerves of ſuch fruits, 
That they decay, as they ripen, quick. 
Whereas, ſlower parts are a kind of win- 
ter fruits, long ripening, but excellent 
and ſalutary in their maturity. This obſer- 
vation was familiar to SwiFT: and no 
queſtion was more common in his mouth 
than this, What becomes of all the fine boys 
ene hears of in the world? Can any one 
ſhew me one of them grown up into a fine 
man. You, my Lord, who are a diſtin- 
guiſhed good planter, can illuſtrate this 
analogy much better than I can pretend 
to do: can ſhew the advantage derived 

5, Wo to 
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to ſuch plants, as muſt ſtand the ſtorms, 
and are fitted for the rougher uſes of life, 
from their being continued in the nurſery, 
till their ſtems are ſtraightened, and 
ſtrengthened : (Si facis ut patriæ ſis idoneus 
utilis agro) but not too long, leaſt weak- 
nefs attend their heighth; as ignorance 
attends pride. And as for ſuch whoſe 
merits are derived from their fruit, they, 
my Lord, you well know, require early 
pruning. Not indulged in early and 
Iuxuriant ſhoots: but nipped, rather, both 
in them and their too forward fruits, till 
their roots are well fixed, and their 
branches rightly directed, and ſufficiently 
enlarged. But above all, that they muſt 
be carefully guarded, againſt the approach 
of all other trees, of leſs excellent kinds : 
ſince otherwiſe, the beſt Nonpareil will 
be found eaſily debaſed, and degenerated 
into the meaneſt Pippin, or ſoureſt, and 


moſt ſhriveled Crab. 


But to return, and attend your Lord- 
ſhip in the further account of Swi1rT's 
hiſtory: Your account of his marriage, 

18, 
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is, J am ſatisfied, true. And your cha- 
racter of the Lady, who honoured him 
with her hand, {fo well known under the 
name of STELLA) is, I really think, juſt: 
and for that reaſon, elegant, and maſterly. 
Which makes the paradox of his never 
own'r 2 her for his wife, ſtill more extra- 
ordinary. A woman, who would have 
dot honour to the choice of the greateſt 
prince upon earth. Nay, a woman, who, 
I have god reaſon to believe, he was 
well ſatisfied, did honour to his own 
choice; and excelled, even in his own 
way. 


Many inſtances of this might be pro- 
duced: and perhaps may, in time. But 
I ſhall now trouble your * wy 
with one, 


The writing an elegy upon DEMaAR, 
was a ſubject ſtarted, and partly executed 
in company. SWIFT, and STELLA, and 
a few friends preſent. Every one threw 
in their hint, and STELLA added her s as 
follows. 


*. 
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But as he weigh'd his gold, grim death in 
Ppite, 
Caſt in his dart, which made three moidores 
light. | 5 
And when he ſaw his darling money fail, 
Blew his laſt breath, to ſink the lighter ſcale. 


But the ſecret of this conduct of 
Sw1FT's toward STELLA, is not however, 
I think (with great ſubmiſſion) what your 
' Lordſhip apprehends it: tho' ſet off with 
much wit, a fine imagination, and ſignal 
ſagacity in conjecture, 


We are told (and I am ſatisfied by 
Sw1rT himſelf) at the bottom of a Letter 
to Dr. SHERIDAN, dated Sept. 2---1727, 
that Mrs. JounsTon, and Mrs. DinG- 
LEY, were both relations to Sir WII- 
LIAM TEMPLE; at whoſe houſe SwirT 
became acquainted with them, after he 
left the Univerſity of Dublin. Mrs. Inox- 
STON then was not the daughter of Sir 
WILLIAu's menial ſervant; at leaſt if 
ſhe was, that ſervant was his relation. 

But 
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But pray, my Lord, why might not 
this conduct of SwirT's, be accounted 


for upon other principles? 


He was in debt, and Mrs. JounsToN's 
fortune ſmall : he could not, in thoſe 
circumſtances, live up to the dignity of 
his ſtation. Nor would his honour al- 
low him to run the leaſt riſque of hurting 
her fortune; and therefore, he choſe 
rather to lie by, and fave, till he had 
wherewithal to enable him to appear as 
he ought. And this, alſo, I take to be 
the true cauſe of his abſtaining (as un- 
doubtedly he did) from all marital com- 
merce with that Lady for a conſiderable 
time; to prevent the increaſe of a family 


under ſuch circumſtances. And before 


their joint views and intereſts could be 
fully anſwered and adjuſted, various acci- 
dents intervened ; which rather confirmed 
than ſtaggered them, in their reſolutions 
of living ſeperate. 
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The Dean's. diſappointments (as your 
Lordſhip juſty obſerves) death of friends, 
and total overthrow of all his ambitious 
proſpects, inſtead of calming his paſſions, 
unhappily fermented, and ſoured them ; 
by a ſtrange ſingularity of temper, the 
withdrawing of the fewel enflamed the 
fire. This gave STELLA inexpreſſible 
uneaſineſs: and I well knew a friend to 
whom ſhe opened herſelf upon that head ; 
declaring, that the Dean's temper was ſo. 
altered, and his attention to money fo in- 
creaſed ; (probably increaſed by his ſollici- 
tude to ſave for her fake) her own health 


at the ſame time gradually impaired; that 


ſhe could not take upon herſelf the care 
of his houſe and oeconomy: and theres 
fore refuſed to be publicly owned for his 
wife, as he earneſtly defired ſhe ſhould. 
It was then ſhe ſaid, 799 late; and there- 
fore better that they ſhould live on, as 


they had hitherto done, ; 
Her 
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Her reſolutions upon this head were 
(not very long after) fully confirmed; 
and, I fear, embittered ; by the publication 
of the Poem of CaDbENus, and V ANEsSA: 
by which the Dean's intercourſe with 


that Lady, was too amply publiſhed to 
the world. 


I have good reaſon to believe, that 
they both were greatly ſhocked, and 
diſtreſſed (tho' it may be differently) up- 
on this occaſion, The Dean made a 
tour to the ſouth of Ireland, for about 
two months at this time, to diſſipate his 
thoughts, and give place to obloquy. 
And STELLA retired (upon the earneſt 
invitation of the owner) to the houſe of 
a chearful, generous, good - natured 
friend of the Dean's, whom ſhe alſo 
much loved and honoured. There my 
informer often ſaw her; and, I have 
reaſon to believe, uſed his utmoſt endea- 


vours to relieve, ſupport, and amuſe her, 
in this fad ſituation. 


One 
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One little incident, he told me of, on 

that occaſion, I think, I ſhall never for- 
get. As her friend was an hoſpitable, 
open-hearted man, well beloved, and 
largely acquainted, it happened one day, 
that ſome gentlemen dropt in, to dinner, 
who were ſtrangers to STELLA's fituation. 
And as the poem of Capenvs and V AN- 
ESSA was then the general topic of con- 
verſation, one of them ſaid, ſurely that 
VanessA muſt be an extraordinary woman 
that could inſpire the Dean to write fo 
finely upon her. Mrs. JounsToN ſmiled, 
and anfwered, that ſhe thought that point 
not quite ſo clear; for it was well known, 
the Dean could write finely upon a 
broomſtick. 


My Lord, I muſt end here: and per- 
haps I owe an apology for not ending 
ſooner. The truth is, I knew not how 
to quit the ſubject of STELLA; and there- 
fore continued it, until I found myſelf 


ſick 


* 


„ 
fick of her chagrin, and ſickneſs; which 
followed ſoon, and ſenſibly increaſed after 
this event; to the great grief of all that 
were honoured with her acquaintance. 
Among whom, I ſhall always be proud 
to number 


Your Log psnie's 
Inoft obedient 


bumble ſervant, &c. 
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LETTER VI. 


My Lo Rp. 
8 engaged in this undertaking, 
from the motive of a ſincere regard 


to Swirr's honour and true character, 


and a defire of doing ſome ſervice to 
mankind, by ſetting it in a true light; 
the fame principles, will, I hope, bear 
me out, in paſſing ſome cenſure upon 
his very miſtaken conduct, in relation 
to STELLA. 


Had he taken her to the Deanery im- 
mediately after his marriage; and lived 
with her, profeſſedly in the character 
of a huſband ; I verily think, he might 
have attained all thoſe ends, which he 
propoſed to himſelf, from his unſeaſona- 


ble and ill- judged prudence, in concealing | 
| His marriage ſo long. He was of a cha- 


racter 
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rater, which well enabled him to live in 
the world, after what manner he thought 
beſt: and I am fatisfied, he might have 
kept houſe at the Deanery, under the 
direction of his well judged and long- 
practiſed frugality and oeconomy with 
very near, if not altogether as little ex- 


pence, as they were both at in their 


ſeparate dwellings : he at the Deanery, and 
ſhe at Lodgings: conſtant chair-hire 
from one to t other: both their ſervants 
at board-wages, and their number greater, 
than if they had lived together: and at 
the ſame time, have effectually guarded 
againſt infinite obloquy to themſelves, 
and offence to the world! And yet, 
blameable as his behaviour was, in regard 
to STELLA, I cannot help thinking his 
intentions were upright. And concurring 
with your Lordſhip, in thoſe juſt and 
judicious diſtinctions, (p. 40) He may have 
been carried away by inconfiderate paſſion ; 
but he was not to be fwayed by deliberate 
evil, He may have erred in judgment, but 
he was upright in intention. 


My 
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My Lord, you, who have ſeen fo 
much, and obſerved ſo well upon the ways 
of the world, cannot but know, that no- 
thing is more dangerous than a. too great 
love and affectation of ſingularity : ſuch 
ſingularities eſpecially, as carry us out of 
the known ways, and eſtabliſhed courſe 
of God's providence, into the by-paths of 
our own prudence, and ſuperior ſaga- 
city. O, my Lord, how honoured and 
unreproached would Sw1rT have lived, 
and died, had STELLA preſided all her 
life long at his table: delighted hig 
friends, and done honour to his choice, 
every day of her life! and by her feſti- 
vity, (for ſhe had a great fund of natural 
chearfulneſs) her wit, her elegance, her 
humour, her addreſs ; ſet off his lighteſt 
entertainments, and brightned them into 
banquets! let me repeat it again: How 
much happier had he lived! how much 
more honoured had he died ! 
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I am aſſured, that a friend of his 
had the courage, more than once, to ſet 
before him the example of a clergyman 
of very diſtinguiſhed merit, in the ſame 
kingdom : who married pretty much un- 
der the ſame circumſtances that SwirT 
did. But inſtead of concealing his mar- 
riage, and by that means, drawing any 
degree of doubt, or ſuſpicion upon his 


conduct or character, openly owned it; 


and declared to the world, that he 
would retire into very thrifty lodgings, 
and live ſo, till he had made a proper 
proviſion for his wife. But if it pleaſed 
God, that he ſhould live to effect that 
purpoſe, he would then keep hoſpitality 
and do charity. He kept his reſolution, 
and his word: and hath ſince been more 
diſtinguiſhed in both the laudable pur- 
poſes he promiſed to purſue, at the time 
appointed; than any one man of his for- 
tune in the nation, 
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He early ſet on foot a foundation for the 
maintenance of five clergymen's widows, 
in the dioceſe where he is beneficed: faw 
a good eſtate purchaſed, and ſettled to 
that purpoſe in a few years. Saw five 
good houſes built, and endowed with an 
annual fund of twenty pounds each, be- 
ſides repairs: and for ſome years paſt, 
| happily inhabited. In the mean time, he 
kept hoſpitality: enlarged his library, built 
tabernacles (as he called them, for the ſons 
of the prophets,) entertained all the young 
clergy in the country; and by his learned 
converſation, and conſtant good humour; 
and, above all, by his moſt exemplary 
piety, and moſt conſtant and conſcientious 


diſcharge of all the duties of his cure, dif- 


fuſed the influence of his example very ex- 
tenſively, all around him. Proſelyted great 
numbers to the public worſhip of God: 
crouded his church with communicants : 

and then enlarged it (principally at his 
own expence) to receive more. And till 


lives, and may he long live, to enjoy all the 


CON 
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conſolations of a good conſcience in thig 
world, and the glad proſpects of increaſed 


happineſs in another. 


His own wiſh, (or, to ſpeak more 
properly, prayer) in one latin diftich, of 
his own compoſing, fixt over the door of 
his ſummer houſe, will beſt n ang | 


ſum up his character. 


Sit mii priſca Ades, mens aqua ef conſeil ; 
recti. 
Sit miſeris non farca nanus, nec inhoſpita 
_— 


Loet me add, that he enjoys the ſolid 
conſolation of having done diſtinguiſhed 
good in his life, as I hope Swirr does 
now, the publick good which he de- 
ſigned. And is now brought to a happy 
proſpect of attainin g all the ends inten- 


ded by him. 


| Your Lordſhip, and the world will, I 

hope, excuſe this digreſſion, for the fake 

of ſo ſingular and ſo excellent an ex- 
| F ample: : 
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ample: and now indulge me again, in te- 
turning to STELLA. 


I am told, ſome attempt hath been made, 
towards making a collection of her Bons 
Mors: but as I have not the book by 
me, nor any great opinion of the collec- 
tor, I ſhall only beg leave to aſſure your 
Lordſhip, that I have often heard a man 
of credit, and a competent judge, declare, 
that he never paſſed one day in STELLA'S 
ſociety, wherein, he did not hear her ſay 
ſomething, which he would wiſh to re- 

member, to the laſt day of his life. 


One little incident relating to her, will 
not, I hope, be unacceptable to your 
Lordſhip, and to the world. 


An humorous, but wrong-judging 
gentleman of 'her acquaintance, took it 
into his head to ſet up the character of 
another lady in rivalſhip to hers: and 
raiſed ſome aukward mirth to himſelf, from 
SSTELLA's fitting filent, at a viſit, where 
3 MINDY SI ke 
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that lady diſplayed her talents. On which 
occaſion, the following verſes were ſent to 
F him the next morning; probably from 
| ſome friend of SrELLA's: for more than 
one of her friends were then preſent. 


The LINNET and the av, 
| K 


Mona, by nature, form'd a Jar, 
Obſerv'd a little LiNNET, 
Warbling melodious on a ſpray, 
Like HANDEL on his ſpinnet. 


" if 


Attentive, ſhe revoly'd each note, 
And &er the ſeaſon ended, 

As much improv'd her tuneleſs throat, 

As nature could be mended. 
od 

4 LiN filent heard, but PoLL rgjoie'd, 
1 Exerts his clumſy tongue ; 
Jo praiſe a Jay fo heav'nly vcic u, 


ns pitty LIN out-ſung. 
1 IV. Lin 


ny 


Liv fmil'd, and fighd, My little lays, | 
Are native, artleſs, few : | 
Content, I quit all higher praiſe, 

To Mona, and ta You. 


Your Lordſhip may pleaſe to remem- 


ber, that, in my laſt Letter, I mentioned 
a repartee of STELLA's,'on occaſion of her 
hearing VANESsA commended: which 


too plainly. ſhewed that ſhe was ſtung 


with jealouſy on her account. I remem- 
ber about that time, I had a little poem 


ſhewed to. me, with this aſſurance, . that 


the author muſt not be known, and 
would never own it. I thought it moſt 
fingular, and indeed moſt excellent, in it's 
kind. And therefore could not let it out 
of my hand, till I had got it by heart. 
Although, I never gave nor publiſhed a 
copy of it, from that day to this. Whe- 
ther STELLA Was the author, or ſome- 
en body 
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body elſe wrote it in her character, from 


the condition ſhe was then known to be 


in, I ſhall not take N me m e It 


is as follows. 


JEALOUSY. 


O ſhield me from his rage, celeſtial pow'rs, 

This tyrant, that imbitters all my hours! 

Ah, Love, you've poorly play d the hero's part, 

You conquer d, but you can't defend my 
heart. 

When firſt I bent beneath your gentle 'reign, 

T thought this monſter * 4 from your 


train: 


But you would raiſe him, to ſupport your 


throne, 
And now, he claims your empire, as bis 
on. 


Or tell me, tyrants, have you both agreed, 


That where one reigns, the other * ſuc- 
cee? | 


Fs mn 


| I ſhall add no more to the trouble of 
this Letter, but a ſincere aſſurance that I 


am, with all due reſpect, 


Your LorDsnieP's 


moſt faithful and 


moſt obedient 
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LETTER VI. 


My LOoR p, 


LTHOUGH I cannot take upon 

me, to attend your Lordſhip, in 
the exact courſe of your regular litterary 
narrations and remarks in relation to 
SwirT's life and writings; yet I ſhall 
always beg leave to animadvert, where 
I apprehend you have been miſled by 
miſrepreſentation. And one inſtance of 
this ſort is, I think, in your account of 
SwirT's invincible reſentment to his 
ſiſter, incited and inflamed by his pride, 
on account of her having married a 
tradeſman. 


My information, my Lord, was of 
another kind: and I always underſtood 
that his reſentment aroſe from her having 
married a man, againſt whom, he had 

| 14 conceived 
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conceived a particular and perſonal diſ- 
like. His reſentment had otherwiſe been 
very fooliſhly founded. For ſurely he 
could not be ſo ignorant, as not to 
know, that many families of much 
higher rank than his, have not thought 


themſelves diſgraced by their alliance 
With tradeſmen, N 


* 


8 his: maths 6 his re- 
entment, in the journey ſhe took from 
London, on that occaſion, I cannot take 
upon me to ſay. But this I know to 
be an undoubted truth: that he allowed 
that ſiſter a penſion: and paid it punctu- 
ally, from the day of her huſband's 
death, to her own. Which is a clear 
_ demonſtration, that his reſentment, (how- 
ever. founded) was neither immortal, nor 
| invincible. 


His frequent: journeys to England to 
vifit his mother (to whom alſo he allowed 
a conſiderable penſion, as long as ſhe 
_ -are. ai ſure 2 of his filial: 
picty. 


171 
piety. And the more than ordinary rap- 
ture that exalts his panegyrick upon Mr. 
Popx's piety to his mother, ſeems to 
me, to have been inſpired, or at leaft 
very conſiderably raiſed, by his own. * 


Your account of his chuſing to lie 
in his travels, at houſes where he found 
written over the door, lodgings for a 
penny, is, I believe, very juſt: and I have 
only to add, that I have often heard him 
fay, that he took particular care to keep 
clear of being lodged in the fame bed 
with the clowns he converſed with. And: 
that he often bribed the maid with a 
teſter, for a ſingle bed and clean ſheets. 
But I muſt beg leave totally to differ from 
you, in what you add, that: he vulgar. 
alect, you-verily believe, vas acceptable to 
his nature. You know not (you tell us) 


This, my Lord, ſeems very ill conſiſtent with the 
Juſtice of your doubt p. 15. Whether SwWIrr himſelf 
did not acquieſce in the calumny of his being the 
natural fon of Sir WiLLIaM to MPLE. It were 
ſtrange to imagine him wholly inſenſible to the truth 
and power of that well-known obſervation, A molber 
in diſbonour is a reproach unto the children. | 


Low 


SV 


how otherwiſe to account for "the many 
filthy ideas, and indecent expreſſions, (I 


mean indecent in point of cleanlineſs and 
delicacy) that will be found throughout his 


Works. 
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My Lord, I ſhall no more take upon me 
to account with certainty, for this debaſe- 
ment of ſtile and language in Swirr, 
than you can: but this I muſt own, that 
nothing is more natural than to take a 
taint or a wrong turn from the manners 
of thoſe we converſe with, and therefore | 
the ſure rule is this, with the clean thin | 

alt be clean. And yet it is certain, that g 
ſome natures are of a character rather to ; 
repel the pollution, than to imbibe it. | 
And I have heard a very able man de- 
clare, that nothing ever gave him ſo juſt 
an idea of a good ſtile, as the reading 
ſome of the worſt written books that ever 
were publiſhed. 
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that he reformed from that fault. And, as 
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when a temptation of wit, came in his 


way. This alſo I know with the utmoſt 
certainty : that the defilement became 
much more conſpicuous, upon his return 
from his firſt long viſit to Mr. Pops: and 


that in all the time I had the honour to be 


known to him, antecedent to this æra, his 


ideas, and his ſtyle throughout the whole 


courſe of his converſation, were remarkably 
delicate and pure ; beyond thoſe of moſt 


men I ever was acquainted with. And I 
well remember his falling into a furious 
reſentment with Mrs. JoHNSTON, for a 
very ſmall 'failure of delicacy upon that 
point. I alſo well remember, his making 
ſtrange reports of the phraſeologies of 
perſons about the court, (and particularly 
the maids of Honour) at the time of 


that viſit. 


It muſt be owned that Swirr ſet out 
very ill: and that his ſalamander is the 
vileſt production of the moſt defiled muſe. 
But I think it will appear from his works, 


if 
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if he had taken a ſurfeit of pollution, 


abſtained carefully from it for many years 
after. But unhappily relapſed into the 
firſt infirmity of his conſtitution, about 
the year 1723. And from that time, became 
I dare not ſay, I dare not think, what. 
This only I dare ſay, becauſe truth ſup- 
ports me; that whatever theſe errors 
were, they were not as your Lordſhip 
apprehends (p. 63) either contracted, or 
increaſed in Ireland. 


Indeed one of the firſt inſtances of in- 
decency, that 1 remember in his writings 
(after that period) was in his dialogue 
between Dermot and Sheela (the weeders 
at Market-hill) which being read before a 
great Lady, and cenſured by ſome perſons 
_ preſent, for it's turpitude, ſhe replied 
with a ſmile; there was nothing ſtrange 
in that, for we muſt always expel? to ſee 
dirt flick to weeds. 


| That perſons may ſet out with ſufficient 
refinement in point of delicacy, and yet 
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afterwards take a ſtrong taint of the other 
extreme ; appears too evidently, from the 
works of the greateſt (at leaſt undoubt- 
edly one of the .greateſt) of our Engliſh 


poets: who, in his Eſſay on Criticiſm, hath 
theſe remarkable lines: 


But obſcene words admit of no defence : 
For want of decency is want of ſenſe. 


And yet view the ſame author, in ſome 
of his later performances, and you will 
find him degenerated to the loweſt and 
baſeſt imagery. . 


1 remember to have heard, that a 
gentleman of his acquaintance, to whom 
he ſhewed the manuſcript of his Dunciad, 
took the liberty to expoſtulate with him 
upon that point; queſtioning him as 
follows. 


Pray, Sir, do you think there is not 
ſomething in this poem, that may give 
offence to perſons; that love and honour 

you ? 


28] 


| you ? or perhaps leſſen you in the eſteem 
of perſons, whoſe eſteem you value ? 


To which Mr. Poptz anſwered, I 
cannot tell but there may. His friend then 
again aſked. Pray, Sir, do you think 
there is any thing in theſe paſſages, that I 
object to, which will raiſe you in the 
eſteem of any man living, whoſe eſteem 
you honour ? to which Mr. Pore having 
anſwered, I can't ſay there is. Another 
queſtion quickly, and naturally followed. 
Is all this then worth while? he then 
added. Poetry and painting, you know, 
are ſiſter-arts: and you have called them 
fo, in thoſe fine lines to Mr. Jervas. 


Smit with the love of filler-arts we came, 


And met congenial, nungling flame with 
flame ! 


A great poet then, is a great painter : 
would RapHAEL ſtoop to paint a charnel 
or a dutch dunghill? or would he not de- 
fale his imagination, and debaſe his pencil 
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if he did? the beauties and the glories 
of nature, are the proper objects of a 
fine imagination, and exalted genius, in 


either art! its deformities, its debaſe- 


ments, depreciate, debaſe, deprave both. 
See what TuLLy tells you in his offices, 


upon this head. Nature herſelf in care- 


fully concealing her deformities, her ne- 
ceſſities from the eye; reads a lecture of 
morals to the mind: even what ſhe can- 
not hide, ſhe plainly and fully indicates 
ſhould be hidden: and the practice of 
all countries under heaven , ſubſcribe to 


this leſſon. As doth the languages of 
all polite countries, and ages. 


To me, my Lord, there is ſomething 
in purity of ſtyle fo congenial to purity 
of moral thinking, that I cannot help 
numbering it among the leſſer morals. 
Indeed I am very unwilling to number 
it among the leſſer, as it is evidently a 
guardian of the greater. 


I have ſometimes made it a doubt with 
myſelf, which was the greater debaſe- 


ment: 
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ment: to be a ſwine in reality, or 4 
poetry! what can be ſo ſhocking, as 

ſee the heavenly muſe, wallow in Pi 
mire! ſunk into the character of the 
baſeſt of all brutes. Amica luis ſus---a 
ſwine the friend to filth. Nay, in truth, 
debaſed below it, into the gulph (the 
Jakes) of all human poſſeſſions. | 


You tell us, my Lord, that SWIFT 
deſpiſed logick : I wiſh he had attended 
enough to it, to learn (from the art of 
thinking) and to practiſe the diſtinction 
between different words that convey the 
fame ideas to us. I mean words expreſ- 
five of the loweſt, and the moſt offenſive 
actions, objects, and offices. Some of 
which convey the idea of the thing, 
without the turpitude, or the offence. 
Whilſt others, moſt diſagreeably and de- 
formedly connect and convey both. A 
ſtrict regard to this diſtinction muſt 
eternally conſtitute the difference between 


the language of the vulgar, and the 
well. bred. | 


How 


| — x 
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| How many  difgraces of Dunciads, 


dreſſing- rooms, and other abominations, 


and debaſements of genius, had Swirr, 
and many others, avoided; by a careful 
attendance to this diſtinction: and a chaſte 
deteſtation of the defilements that enſue 
the neglect or contempt of it! and how 
had even the ſacred page itſelf (the pureſt 
fountain of all true politeneſs) eſcaped 
many coarſe tranſlations, that now diſgrace 
it! I ſhall inſtance only in one; which I 
have ſomewhere met with, but really 
cannot recolle& where. 


When MaARTHA would difſuade our 
Saviour, from coming too near to 
Lazarus's tomb, for fear of offence, 
ſhe tells him, in the original Greek, 
Lord, by this time he ſmelleth, for he hath 
been dead four days. The expreſſion by 
which this is tranſlated in our Engliſb ver- 
ſion, ſhall not pollute my page: and is 
in truth ſuch, as would more effectually 


defile the mouth of a well-bred woman, 
G than 
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than onion and aſafætida would her 
breath! whereas, the chaſte and elegant 
ſtyle of true politeneſs, always carefully 


attended to, thro' life, brings to my mind 


the purity of: that (Mr. App1soN's) clear 


lympid ſtream, which as it runs refines. 


Reflefts each low * that on its border 
grows : 
And a new beaun in its fair boſom 


ſhows. 


Methinks, my Lord, I fee you ſmile at 
the impetuoſity of my indignant zeal 


_ againſt thoſe defilements of imagination 


and ſtyle, which ſo often diſgrace the 
works of ſome of our beſt writers: and 
perhaps you will ſmile yet more, and 
more juſtly, when I confeſs to you, that 
I do this in the ſpirit, and with all the 
Integrity of a romantic hero, who thinks 
himſelf bound, at the hazard of his 
life, to defend the honour, of a renown- 
ed, and dignified matron, imagination; 


(together with that of her fair attendant 
hand- 


14 
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handmaid, ſtyle) a matron confeſſedly the 
parent of the faireſt, and lovelieſt progeny 
that ever adorned, or delighted the earth. 
And an handmaid that ſhould be pre- 
ſerved chaſte, for the intereſt of her own 


beauty, as well as for the honour of 


her Lady. 
J am, &c. 


ö 


I have taken notice in this Letter, that 
SWIFT was remarkably guarded in his 
converſation, againſt any thing that had 
the leaſt appearance of indecency, or of- 
fence. And you will find, from his Letter 
to a young gentleman lately entered into 
Holy orders, how ſenſible he was of this 
fault in writing, His words are theſe, 


e It would be endleſs to run over the 
< ſeveral defects of ſtyle among us: I ſhall 
therefore ſay nothing of the mean and 
the paltry (which are uſually attended 
by the fuſtian) much leſs of the flovenly 


« or indecent,” 


G 2 I 
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I muſt confeſs that ſuch expreſſions 
are doubly offenſive in ſermons, where 
purity ſhould be in a peculiar manner at- 
tended to: but that by no means leſſens 
their offence either in converſation, or 
writings of any kind. I ſhall only add, 
that whatever expreſſion is ſovenly, or in- 
decent, muſt, at the ſame time, be mean 


and paltry. 


This obſervation hints to me, to con- 


clude with two of Mr. Pope's lines, only 


a little altered, and fitted to truth. 


Poets loſe half the praiſe they would have got, 
Could they but learn the wiſdom, where to blot, 


1 am, 


My LoR D, Sc. 
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F, 
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PAIEESEREPEIETEIEEES E] 
LETTER VII. 


My LoRD, 


IVE me leave to obſerve, once 

for all, that as my purpoſe never 
was to cenſure or paſs any forced or af- 
fected criticiſms on your remarks on 
SwiFT's life and writings, I hope it will 
always be taken for granted, that where 
I do not animadvert, I aſſent. Nay 
more, for the moſt part highly approve : 
yet when I ſay this, I hope I am ſuf- 
ficiently ſenſible, how little honour the 
approbation of an obſcure, unknown 
man, can do, to ſuch a work as yours: 


otherwiſe, than as it is a kind of ſilent 


atteſtation to the truth of your relations. 
Which to a man, who hath ſo often been 
impoſed upon by falſhoods, as you moſt 
undoubtedly have, is a point of ſome 
conſequence. 
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Vour account of Swir rs conduct and 
character, when in the confidence of men . 
in power, is, I believe, very juſt. There 
is not the leaſt reaſon to believe, that 
his mind was either overſet, or elated, 
by that confidence. But there is good 
reaſon 'to believe, that - the only uſe he 
ever made of it, was, doing (as good 
angels would do'in the ſame caſe) good 
offices, and diſtinguiſhing merit, where- 
ever he found it. 


Whether the office of Hiſtoriographer 
was really intended for him or no, I 
cannot ſay: but the friends to that mi- 
niſtry will always hope, for their honour, 
that it really was. In as much, as I be- 
lieve, it muſt be allowed, that no man 
was better fitted for any employment, 
than he was, for that. He loved truth, 
had courage enough to tell it, to, or 
of any man living: and ſenſe enough 
to tell it well. No ſet of men ever 
could do more honour to their mini- 


fry, 
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| ſtry, than by placing ſuch a man in 


ſuch an office. It were in effect, fol- 
lowing the example of that excellent Em- 
peror, who, (upon his being raiſed to 
the throne) putting a ſword into the 


! band of his friend, added theſe remark- 


able words; for me, if I rule well : againſt 
me if I a# otherwiſe. ; 


But leaving ſpeculation, let us proceed: 
to fact. Give me leave to aſſure you, that 
your Lordſhip's informers never ſwerved 
more from truth, than in the accounts they 
gave you, of Sw1FT's reception, when he 
came to take poſſeſſion of his Deanery. 


I am well affured, by perſons who 
knew it well, that the reception he met 
with, on that occaſion, from all forts of 


men, was as kind, and honourable as he 


could with, 


w- 


The Tories were then in full power, 
in Treland, as well as England: and 
SWIFT'S genius was then in its higheſt 
glory | he had done the church good ſer- 

G 4 vice : 
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vice: and the credit he had at court, 
was well known. 'Theſe circumſtances 
ſufficiently aſſured him of a good, and 
honourable reception, wherever he went. 


And the bulk of the people were of the 


ſame way of thinking with thoſe in power, 
at that time, The conſequence was, 
that he was remarkably careſſed, and 
received with very diſtinguiſhed reſpect, 
wherever he came. 


Indeed the 1 of Dublin, and 
ſome of his old friends, in the chapter, 


gave ſome check to that plenitude of 
power, which they ſaw plainly, he in- 


tended to aſſert, and exert there. But 
the integrity, and publick ſpiritedneſs of 
his whole conduct, his care of the cathe- 
dral, his attention to its revenues, as 
well as to thoſe of the Deanery; and his 
remarkable good oeconomy in both, 
ſoon convinced them, that he had no 
views beyond thoſe of his duty. Little 
obſtructions in perſonal promotions, he 
muſt expect to meet with, and did ſo. 
| And 
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And in that caſe, his complaint was, 
that he was but a poor Duke of Lor- 
rain, unhappily fituated too near the 
King of France: whoſe tyranny bore 
him down. But he ſoon let the world 
ſee, that a hero, in the character of a 
Duke of Lorrain, could make his party 
good even againſt a great monarch. 


It is however true, that notwithſtand- 
ing all the power and eſteem which he 
acquired in Ireland, he always conſidered 
himſelf, as in a ſtate of exile in it. And 
ſuch a ſituation, always repreſents the 
ſcenes of baniſhment, (however beautiful 
or deſirable in themſelves) as deſerts: 
and as ſach incompaſſed with horrors! 
and altho' theſe ideas in SwirT were 
conſiderably abated, and ſoftened by time; 
yet I verily believe (like the impreſſions 
of diſappointment in a firſt DE they 
never were totally effaced. 


Your next obſervations, and character of 
SWIFT, as a Writer, and compariſon of 
him 


[ 90 ] 
him with his contemporaries, as well as 
ſome of the ancients; are not only juſt, 
but maſterly: but give me leave to ſay, 
your additional account of him, is moſt 
remarkably miftaken. | 


I muſt take the liberty to tranſcribe 
your own words, to avoid all poſſibility 
of miſrepreſenting them. They ſtand thus: 
p. 66, 67. Aſter the great names, which 
T have juſt now mentioned, it is matter of 
aſtoniſhment to find the ſame perſon, who 
bad enjoyed the higheſt, and the beſt conver- 
ſation, equally delighted with the loweſt and 
the worſt : and yet it 1s certain, from 
SwiFT's ſettlement in Dublin, as Dean 
of St. PATRICK's, his choice of companions 
in general, ſhewed him of a very depraved 
taſte. 


From the year 1714, till be appeared in 
the year 1720, a champion for Ireland 
againſt Woop's half-pence, his ſpirit of 
politicks, and of patriotiſm, was kept al- 
moſt cloſely confined within his own breaſt. 

; | Idleneſs 
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Idleneſs and trifles engroſſed too many of his 
hours : fools and | ſycophants too much of 


his converſation. 


My Lord, you have been ſo groſsly 
abuſed, in the accounts, which dictated 
theſe two paragraphs to you, that I am al- 


moſt aſhamed to attempt to ſet you right. 


The meaneſt man, I ever heard of his 
converſing with, during this period, was 
Mr. WoRRALL, a clergyman, a Maſter of | 
Arts, a reader, and a vicar of his catge- 
dral, and maſter of the ſong, He was 


nearly of his own ſtanding-in the college; 


a good walker, a man of ſenſe, and a 
great deal of humour. He was married 
to a woman of great vivacity, good- nature, 
and generoſity; remarkably cleanly, and 
elegant in her perſon, in her houſe, and 
at her table. Where ſhe entertained her 
friends, with ſingular chearfulneſs, hoſpi- 
tality, and good humour. 


Mr. WoRRALIL's ſituation in the 
church, naturally engaged his attendance 
| upon 
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liberal education: and, at the ſame time, 
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upon the Dean, every time he went thi- 
ther: and their walks naturally ended, 
either in the Dean's dining with him, or 
he with the Dean. But as the Dean was 


a fingle man, the former happened more 


frequently: and this intercourſe at laſt 
ended in the Dean's diving with him, 
as often as he pleaſed, at a certain rate ; 
and inviting as many friends as he 
pleaſed, upon the ſame terms. 


This gentleman, is lately dead: and 
hath left a large ſum of money to publick 


charities, and the Dean's hoſpital in 
particular. 


The Dean's next acquaintance that I 
ſhall take notice of, (but whether prior 
or ſubſequent in point of time I cannot 
ſay) was in a family well known in Fre- 
land, by the name of the GRaTTANs. 
They were ſeven brothers, the ſons of a 


venerable, and well-beloved clergyman, 


Doctor GRATTAN, who gave them all 


(as 
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(as J have often heard the old biſhop of 
Clogher declare) kept hoſpitality beyond 
both the Lords who lived on either fide 
of him; tho' both reputed hoſpitable. 
One of theſe brothers was an eminent 
phyſician, another an eminent merchant, 


Dublin : the youngeſt was firſt a fellow 
of the college of Dublin, and after maſ- 
ter of the great free-ſchool at Enniskil- 
len. The eldeſt was a juſtice of the 


mony in the country. The three other 
brothers were clergymen of good cha- 
racters, and competently provided for in 
the church. Two of them Swirr 
found in his cathedral; nothing was 
more natural than that he ſhould culti- 
vate, an acquaintance with them. A ſet 
of men, as generally acquainted, and 
as much beloved, as any one family in 
the nation. Nay to ſuch a degree, that 
ſome of the moſt confiderable men in 
the church deſired, and thought it a 

| favour 
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who died Lord-mayor of the city of 


peace, who lived reputably upon his patri- 
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favour to be adopted by __ and ad- 
mitted GRATTANS, | 


Theſe, my Lord, were men of open 
hearts, and free ſpirits: who as little de- 
ſerved, and as much diſdained the cha- 
racter and office of ſycophants, as any 
nobleman of yours, or any nation. And 
yet theſe, with their allies the IAcksoxs, 
Sc. genteel, agreeable, and well-bred men 
and women, were the companions of many 
of Swirr's eaſieſt, and happieſt hours: 
ſuch companions, as no wiſe man ever 
wanted, or at leaſt would want, if he 
could help it; any more than he would 
his night-gown, his couch, or his eaſy- 
chair: which never were deemed the 
leaſt uſeful, nor are they always the 
leaſt ornamental parts of dreſs and fur- 
niture. 


The GRATT ANS had a little houſe, 
and their couſin IAckso another, near 
the city; where they cultivated good hu- 
mour, and chearfulneſs, with their trees, 

and 
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and fruits, and ſallets: (for they were all 
well {killed in gardening and planting) 
and kept hoſpitality, after the example of 
their fathers. 


"Tie opinion which SwirT had of the 
GRATTANS will beſt be judged of by the 
following little memoir. 


When Lord CARTERET came into 
Treland as Lord Lieutenant, Swirr aſked 
him, Pray, my Lord, have you the ho- 
nour to be acquainted with the GraT- 
TANs ? Upon my Lord's anſwering that 
he had not that honour, Then, pray, my 

Lord, take care to obtain it, it is of great 
\ conſequence : the GRaTTaANns, my Lord, 
can raiſe ten thouſand men. 


What effect this had I cannot fay. I only 
know this, that Doctor GRAT TAN was 


ſoon after taken in to be phyſician to 
my Lord, and his family. 
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Whether the GRAT TANs led Swir r, 
or he them, into the acquaintance of 
their 
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their friends, George Rochfort, and Peter 
Ludlow, I cannot fay. But this I know, 
that he lived much with thoſe gentle- 
men; and cultivated their friendſhip, 
with a very diſtinguiſhed affection, and 
eſteem : and it is certain, that they well 
deſerved the higheſt regard, and diſtinc- 
tion, he could pay them. 


—===quales anime neque candidiores terra 
tulit; 


Nec quies te magis optaſſes amicum. 


Such fouls more candid never earth produc d, 


Nor whom, you could more wiſely wiſh your 
friends. 


They were men of fortune, ſcholars, 
men of parts, men of humour, men of 
wit, and men of virtue. Greater com- 
panions SWIFT might have converſed 
with, but better he neither did, nor 
could. 


Let me add to theſe, another gentle- 


man, for whom the Dean had a par- 
ticular 
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ticular eſteem. Marnrw FoRDE, a man 
of family, and fortune: : 2 fine gentle- 
man, and the beſt lay - ſcholar of his 
time, and nation. Theſe, with the fel- 
lows of the College, Doctor WAL Il 8- 
LEY, Doctor HELSHAM, Doctor DE 
LANY, Mr. STOPFORD, (now Biſhop 
of Cloyne) and Doctor SHERIDAN, 
among the men: and Lady EusTace, 
Mrs. Moore, Lady BETTY Rocn- 
FORT, and Mrs. LuDLow, Ladies 
ſufficiently diſtinguithed of the other ſex; 
were, with STELLA, and her friends, 
SWI T's principal acquaintance, and 
companions, during the period you men- 
tion: and treat as the æra of his 
infamy. 


I might mention ſome others of very 
diſtinguiſhed characters, who made up, I 
will not ſay, that admired, but I can ſay 
with truth, that envied ſociety, in which, 
Sw1FT paſſed his life, at that period. But 
1 * I have already faid ſufficient, to 
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ſet your Lordſhip right; and let you ſee, 


how much you have been abuſed by your 
informers, and in how different a manner, 


you have been treated, by, 


Myr Lon D, 
| your faithful and 
m0 — 
humble ſervant. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


| T know nothing that can be fo proper 
an appendix to this account of SwWIy T's 
friends, as his own character of himſelf 
in that point. 


See Verſes on the Death of Dr. Swirr, Cc. 


o truſted long in great affairs, 
He gave himſelf no baughty airs. 
Without regarding private ends, 
Spent all his credit for his friends, Mo 


[99] 1 
And only choſe the wiſe and good ; 
No flatt'rers, no allies in blood. 
But ſuccour d virtue in diſtreſs, 
And ſeldom fail d of good ſicſ. 
As numbers in their hearts muſt own, 
Who but for him had been unknown. 


When I own that I had the honour of 
being in the loweſt claſs of theſe, I hope 
you will not place this confeſſion, more to 
the ſcore of vanity, than of gratitude, in, 


My Lok d, 


our moſt faithful, &c. 
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LETTER IK 


My Lox, 


AVING por RE you in my 
laſt Letter, of the company S wirr 
kept, in that interval of time, from 1714 
to 1720; I now beg leave to inform you, 
as well as I am able, how he filled up his 
time in that interval. Not in writing 
GULLIVER's travels, Gc. I aſſure you: 
for they were not written until ſome years 
after, as you will eaſily be ſatisfied, both 
from GUuLLIvER's own Letter, prefixed to 
that work, and dated April 2, 1727; (he 
was aſhamed to date it the firſt for a very 
obvious reaſon) and from the firſt im- 
preſſion of that work, which was very 
early after it was written: no, my Lord, 
his time was much better filled. The 
care of his Deanery, his Cathedral, its 
regulations, its income, and economy, 
took 
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took up much of his thoughts at this 


time: And the acquaintance he fell into 
with men of learning, (more learned and 
more in number, than any preceding 
Ara of that kingdom records as cotem- 


poraries) laid him under a neceſſity of 


reviſing his Greek and Latin, with care. 
He had not elſe appeared with the advant- 
age that became him, in that ſociety. 


Nay, he could ſo ill bear to be conſidered 


as a cypher in any ſcientiſic ſociety, that 
he applied himſelf even to mathematics, 
in that period; and made ſome progreſs 
in them, And I have ſeen, him more 
than once, undertake to ſolve a an al gebraic 
problem, by arithmetic. . 


He went through a very voluminous 
courſe of eccleſiaſtical hiſtory,” in that pe- 
riod: and J have ſome reaſon to believe, 


that all the knowlege he had of the carly 


fathers, was.then alfo acquired, 


His poetic performances during that pe- 
riod, are indeed but few: but thoſe, 
Bt 4 which 
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which you are pleaſed to call poematia, to 
STELLA, are excellent in their kind. 
And I heattily wifh you had indulged the 
benevolence of your genius in giving them 
their due praiſe, rather than marking 
them with a character, doubtful at beſt, if 
not diminutive. But you, my Lord, have, 
I fear, been awed into a reſtraint of your 
genins in that point, by that ill - under- 
ſtood, (or otherwiſe), ill-grounded and 
illaudable maxim of Mr. Pop x. 


For foals admire, but men of ſenſe approve, 


My Lord, there is ſuch a thing as a 
fooliſh admiration, ſuch as that he men- 
tions, in his character of ATT1cvus. 


And wonder with a fooliſh face of praiſe. 


But there is alſo, my Lord, an admi- 
ration, which is the genuine offspring of 
wiſdom, and true greatneſs of ſoul; touch- 
ed with congenial excellence, or valuable 
excellence of any kind. And this is beſt 

ſeen 
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ſeen in generous, and even rapturous 


praiſe, 


My Lord, praiſe properly applied, 
from a clear diſcernment, and quick ſenſe 
of excellence; and plentifully poured out 


from the fullneſs of a generous, and 


benevolent heart, is the ſureſt, and nobleſt 
teſt of an exalted, and enlightened genius: 


as a quick ſenſe, and high reliſh of ex- 


cellence is the beſt teſt of perfection, and 
excellence in the ſenſations, and organs : 
and the fame may be aſſerted, with equal 
propriety, of intellectual perceptions, and 
powers. And give me leave to ſay, that 
gentleman had done much more honour 
to his genius, in giving their due praiſe 
to thoſe little odes, the fineſt in their kind, 
the friendlieſt, the beſt imagined, and 
moſt truly elegant that ever any language 
produced; than in wiſhing, as he is, (and 1 
fear too truly) reported to have done, that 
SWIFT had never written them, How 
would his conſcious merit have exulted in 
him, had they been his own! 
H 4 SWIFT 
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Swir r ſpent a good part of his time in 
this period, in reflecting upon, and prac- 
tiſing the duties of his profeſſion. This 


appears from a little poetic fragment of his, 
to Mr. Rochroxr, and two of his friends, 


who made ſome mirth to themſelves, from 
humorous deſcriptions of .a gentleman's 


| noſe; ; which did not diſtinguith him half as 


much, as the good humour, and good ſenſe, 


with which he joined in the mirth it oc- 
; caſioned. The Dean's little poem upon 
that occaſion, began thus : 


Whi . you three merry poets traffic, 
In giving a deſcription graphic, 
of Dan's: huge ** in modern ſaphic, 


. 1 end my time in maki ng ſermons, &c. 


In this interval alſo, he wrote that fine 
Letter to a young gentleman, lately entered 


into holy orders: which muſt be allowed 
one of the moſt maſterly of all his per- 
formances: and ſhews a large extent of 


genius, wit, obſervation, and learning, 


fthrough- 


[105 


throughout. "More particularly in his fine 


account, and high contempt of mow 
thinkers, -and thinking. 4 STICK 


Your Lordſhip obſerves very rightly, 
that his ſpirit of politics and patriotiſm, 
was kept almoſt- cloſely confined within 
his own breaſt, during this period; until 
he appeared in the year 1720, a champion 
for Ireland, againſt Woop's hall-pence. | 


This latter part, my Lord, with great 
ſubmiſſion, is a miſtake. He had indeed 


abſtained from writing, until the year 


1720; but was very far from having 
abſtained from railing, (even in the pul- 
pit) againſt the wrong politics of Ireland 
for that time. But, when he found them 
ſink under a general diſcouragement of 


agriculture, and the ſtupidity of unpeople- 


ing their country, to make room for ſheep; 
at the time, that our wool was a drug; 
and a monopoly to England; he could 
refrain no longer. And then came out bis 
n for the univerſal uſe of Vid 
| I manu- 
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manufactures : which hath gradually pro- 
duced, and annually increaſed, producing 


inexpreſſible benefit to his nation, from 
that day to this. 4 


His Drapier's Letters were not written 
until four years after this period. 


That his patriot - ſpirit was reſtrained 
ſo long, is not to be wondered at. He had 
got enough of politics antecedent to this 
period, to ſurfeit, and to make him ſuf- 
ficiently ſick of them, for at leaſt ſeven 
years; and yet, when a proper occaſion 
offered, he could not, and he ought not 
to refrain: And his genius never ſhone 
out in greater ſtrength than in that, and 
the fubſequent occaſions that called it 
forth. The performances beſt praiſe 
themſelves. (O f fic omnia l and 
your account of them and him, is 
clear, ſuccinct, judicious, and juſt; and 
therefore I ſhall not preſume to add one 
tittle to it. But I muſt beg leave to 
add a little, a very little, to your account of 

Doctor 
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Doftor SHERIDAN, Which is, in the 
main, juſt alſo. 


He had a faculty, and indeed, a feli- 
city of throwing out hints, and materials 
of mirth and humour, beyond any man I 
ever knew. If he were not the ſtancheſt 
hound in the pack, he was at leaſt the 
beſt ſtarter. Among a thouſand other 
whims, he hit upon one, which occa- 
ſioned a good deal of mirth. He wrote a 


copy of verſes in circles, encloſed within 


one another, like thoſe of a ſphere; the 
firſt, of a large, and the laſt, of a little 
circumference in the center. Upon which 


occaſion, the Dean wrote a copy of | 


verſes, which began thus: 


7 never was known, that ci Ibis "a letters, 


By humble companions, were Jet to their 
betters, &c. 


But the verſes written by GEORGE 
Rocnyorr, (father to the preſent Lord 
BELLFIELD) on that occaſion, were much 

| more 
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more diſtinguiſhed. Your Lordſhip hath 
given us an imperfect copy of them ; but 
without the leaſt hint of applauſe, or 
even approbation. And yet, my Lord, I 
believe, they muſt be allowed to conſtitute 
the moſt compleat epigram, that ally 
age or nation hath produced. Or, to 
| ſpeak more properly, ſingular | and ex- 


cellent, beyond any other! Sn ERIDAN 


was, as your Lordſhip obſerves, a idler, 
and a poet: and moſt certainly underſtood 
more of each, than he could execute. 
And, on his writing the abovementioned 
circular verſes, Mr. GEORGE RocuFoRT 
Irrote the following epigram. 


With au ic and poetry equally ble ht, 
A bard thus ApoLLo, moſt humbly Mie, 


Great author © harmony, verſes, and light ! 


Aﬀiſted by th.. I both fiddle, and Write. 
Yet unheeded I  - or T ſcribble all 


de), .,. 2 
u verſe is negledted, * tunes thrown 
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ArPOLLo's name, conſlituting SWIFT, his Vicege- 
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Thy ſubſtitute lere, Vice - APOLLO: * 


diſdains, 


To vouch for my number, or 5 t my 


trains. 


[4 


| Thy manual fignet refu FI fo out 
| To the airs ] produce, fromthe fe; & | 


the gut. 


Be thou then proputious, great Puopavs, 


and grant, 


Relief, or reward, to my merit, or want. 


| The" the Dean, and DELANY tranſcend- 


ently Shi ne, 


O brighten one ſolb, or ſonnet of mine. 


With them, I'm content, thou ſhould ft 
male thy abode: 


But viſit thy ſervant, in jig, er in ode. 


Make one work immortal: tis all T requeſt. 

Apo Lo hook'd pleas'd, and reſolving to jeſt, 

Reply' a, honeſt fri. end, 1 ve congſider d thy 
_ caſe: 

Nor diſlike thy well-meanin 2 and Ban eur 

face. 


* A poem . lik publiſhed not long before, in 


„ 
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Thy petition I grant: the boon is not great, 

Thy works ſhall continue: and here's the 
receipt. 

On rondeaus * hereafter, thy fidale- 
ftrings Hend: 

Write verſes in circles : they never ſhall 
end. * 


Here, my Lord, you ſee a double 
thought, carried on throughout (like a 
double fuge under the hands of a great 
maſter in muſic) from the firſt diſtich, 
to the laſt: and concluding in a double 
point: each, compleat in its kind. 


Indulge your genius, my Lord, and 
give this performance its proper praiſe, 
without the leaſt apprehenſion of ſuffering 
in the character of your wiſdom, in the 
eſtimation of any wiſe man alive, now 
Mr. Pope 1 is dead. 


1 am, 85 
My Lok p, &c. 


+A kind of ante ole ſo conſtituted, that the 
Alt ſtrain, falls naturally into the firſt, LET 
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LETTER A. 

My Lok, 
AM now come to your ninth letter, 
which hath given the greateſt offence 
to all thoſe that honour the memory of 
SwiFT; (and I might add to all thoſe 
= that honour you), of any thing in the 
: | whole compaſs of your remarks. Your 
character of VAxxssA, and your account 
| of her miſerable ſituation, in all the ſup- 
poſed circumſtances of her vice and va- 
nity; are ſuch, as might do honour to the 
beſt pen, and moſt upright chriſtian-heart. 
I ſay, my Lord, in her ſuppoſed cir- 
cumſtances ; but, at the ſame time, give 
me leave to declare, from the obligations 
I owe, both to ſtrict truth, and chriſtian 
charity; that I by no means think thoſe 
ſuppoſitions ſafficiently founded. Your 
obſervations alſo on the poem, are, in the 
main, moſt judicious, maſterly, and juſt. 
But 
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But your cenſure of part of it ſo very 
ſevere, and at the ſame time, - to my eyes, 
and the eyes of thoſe of all the acquaint- 
ance I have in the world, ſo utterly un- 
grounded, and of conſequence ſo cruel, 
to the memory of SwIr r; and ſo heavy 
a charge upon his virtue; that I profeſs, 
I am utterly at a loſs, what to ſay, or how 
to paſs any cenſure upon it. The paſlage 
is this. 


| VAN ESssA is going to own herſelf in 
love with CAaDENUS: and, as an apology 
for that openneſs, ſhe pleads thus: 


Tuo maxims ſhe could ſtill Pr: | 
And ſad experience taught their uſe : 
Mat virtue pleas'd by being ſhown, 
Knows nothing, which it dare not own, 
Can make | us, without fear, diſcloſe | 
Our inmoſt ſecrets to our foes : 

That common forms were not deſign 4 
Directors to a noble mind. 

Now, ſaid the nymph, to let you Pg 
My actions with your rules agree, 


— 


That 


nz! 
That I can vulgar forms deſpiſe, 
And have no ſecrets to diſguiſe : 
T knew by what you ſaid and writ, 
How dang rous things were men of wit; 
Du caution'd me againſt their charms, 
But never gave me equal arms : 
ur le ſſons found the weakeſt part, 
Aim'd at the head, but. reach 4 the 


heart. 


Now, pray, my Lord, what is there in 
all this, which the moſt virtuous man 
alive, might not own with his laſt breath, 
to be his moſt ſincere, and genuine ſen- 
timents? for my own part, I can ſee 
nothing in it, but a panegyric upon the 
purity, and noble nature of virtue | 


And now, my Lord, what is your com- 
ment upon it? would to God I could not 
tell--- and that it were either utterly un- 
known, or obliterated from: the earth ! but 
ſince that cannot be, let it once more, I 
earneſtly intreat your Lordſhip, paſs in 
review before you: in hopes, that your 


1 calmer, 
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calmer, and more candid reflections, may 
inſpire you, totally to eraſe it. Your words 
yet ſubſiſting, are as follows: 


<« Suppoſing this account to be true, and 
ce J ownto you, my HAM, I can ſcarce 
ce think it otherwiſe, it is evident that the 
« fair VANEssA, had made a ſurpriſing 
<« progreſs in the philoſophic doctrines, 
&« which ſhe had received from her pre- 
e ceptor. His rules were certainly of a 
ce moſt extraordinary kind. He taught 
© her, that vice, as ſoon as it defied 
© ſhame, was immediately changed into 
ce virtue. That vulgar forms were not 
binding upon certain choice ſpirits, to 
© whom either the writings, or the perſons 


« of men of wit were acceptable.” 


I appeal to common ſenſe and truth, 
what is all this, but inverting the very 
nature of things, and interpreting the 
native candour, openneſs, and ingenuity of 
virtue, into all the ſhameleſs and aban- 
doned impudence of vice! if this be not 
calling 


( ffs ] 
calling evil good, and good evil, I profeſs 
I know not what is. 

As to the ſubſequent comment at large, 
indeed, my Lord, it is perfectly ſafe from 
any cenſure of mine: for reaſons which 
you may much better comprehend, than 
would become me to explain. 


And, pray, my Lord, what could juſtly 
hinder VaNnzss4, from opening her mind 
freely to CapENus, upon that occaſion ? 
he was a ſingle man, ſhe, a ſingle woman: 


and her firſt view, was evidently marriage; 


and that ſure was not criminal. And 
whether ſhe had any, ſubſequent to that, 
which were criminal, neither you nor I 
can tell: further, than as we may con- 
jecture, from thoſe ill-judged lines, which, 
although they do not neceſſarily infer, yet 
ſeem to have deſignedly drawn it into 
a doubt. O that they were annihilated, 
or rather, that neither they, nor their 
cauſe, (idle vanity) had ever exiſted in a 
breaſt, which ſhould have abhorred all 


appearance of evil. | 
I 2 And 
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And yet, how are the criminal ſurmiſes 
in thoſe vile verſes, how can they, be 
conſiſtent with thoſe endowments, be- 
ſtowed upon VAaNnessa, by Venus firſt, 
and PALLAs afterwards ? 


From VENus's Magic Rites he tells us, 
ſhe derived | 
. that decency of mind, 
So lovely in the female kind ! 
Where no one careleſs thought intrudes, 
Leſs modeſt than the ſpeech of prudes. 


After this, PALLAS beſtowed upon her 


as follows. — * 


Her foul was fuldenh endu'd, | 
With juſtice, truth, and fortitude. 
With honour, which no breath can ſlain: 
Which malice muſt attack in vain. 


And again, 


As ſhe advanc'd, that womankind, 
Mou d by ber model form their mind: 
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And all their conduct wou d be try d 
By her, as an unerring guide. 


And again, he makes PALLAs ſpeak as 
follows, | | 


And tho ſhe muſt with grief refle#, 
To fee a mortal virgin, deck'd 
With graces hitherto unknown, 

To female breaſts, except her own. 


And ſurely, my Lord, chaſtity was the 
moſt diſtinguiſhed of all thoſe graces ; ex- 
cept wiſdom, and fortitude. And was 
not her wiſdom heavenly wiſdom ? Let me 
aſk then in her own words: 


How can heavenly wiſdom prove, 
An inſtrument to earthly love! 


VANESSA is compared to ATALANTA 
which is well known, to be a fixt ſtar. 
And after this, we are told, that, 


To copy her, few nymphs aſpir'd, 


Her virtues, fewer ſwains admir d. 


1 | So 
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So ſtars. beyond a certain height, 
Give mortals neither heat nor light. 


And is this fixt ſtar, after all, dwindled 
into a mere ſublunary meteor; called by 
common mortals, a falling ſtar ? 


I perfectly agree with your Lordſhip, 


that the ſcheme of this poem is very ju- 


dicious, and maſterly; indeed, beyond 
any other of SwirT's compoſitions, ex- 
cept that of the Legion Club; which, I 
think far excels every other of his poetic 
performances. And yet, I have. fome- 
thing to cenſure even in this, beſides thoſe 
paſſages, which you ſo juſtly blame. The 


lines are theſe. 


Where never bluſh was call d in aid, 


| That ſpurious virtue in a maid : 
A virtue but at ſecond hand, 
They bluſh becauſe they underſtand. 


Give me leave to ay my blood boils 
with indignation againft the folly, the 
vanity, 


> — 
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vanity, (I had almoſt ſaid the ay 


of theſe lines. 
2d : Here, my 1 the fineſt inſtinct, and 
y nobleſt power, with which God hath en- 


dowed the human frame, is treated with 
ſcandalous contempt, and inſolent abuſe ! 
that great and amazing protector of virtue, 
and avenger of guilt, that aftoniſhing power 
by which all the blood in our frame riſes, - 
in one inſtant, to repel every attempt, 
every approach of vice; is branded, not - 
as the genuine offspring of God, but the 
ſpurious offspring of prudery, and affec- 
tation : to be called i in, and cait off at our 
pleaſure. 


Let me add to this, the ſillineſs of the 
petulent cenfure: they bluſh becauſe they 
underſtand. Did not the author of nature 
mean, that the monitions of this great 
guardian ſhould be underſtood ? Would 
infinite wiſdom appoint a guardian that 
could not be underſtood ! by what mecha- 
nic powers, or organs, our blood, is thus 
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fluſned into the face of innocence, or 
flaſhed into the face of guilt, will, I be- 
lieve, for ever exceed all the reſearches of 
knives and microſcopes, and is juſtly to 
be numbered among thoſe infinite and 
ſtupendous proofs, that demonſtrate how 
fearfully and wonderfully we are made : 
fearfully indeed, in a very particular 


manner and ſenſe, in this inſtance: for 


what can be ſo noble a guard againſt guilt, 


as a juſt and well-grounded apprehenſion, 
that if we commit it, our own blood will 


take the firſt occaſion to betray us? O 


pure offspring of heaven, and guardian of 


goodneſs; how adorable, and wonderful 
are thy ways ? | 


How happy had it been for Sw1r r, 
and the world, had he employed many of 
thoſe hours, in the fine and deep, and 
humble reſearches of. natural and moral 
philoſophy, which he threw away in the 
idle fallies of wit, and humour: Inſtead 
of ſuffering himſelf to be early deluded, 
and, in the end, almoſt totally engroſſed, 


by 


by that deteſtable maxim, vive la bagatelle ! 


which, though it - ſeized him not, (at 
leaſt took ſmall hold of him) until after 
that, which you were pleaſed to treat as 


the æra of his infamy; yet it muſt be 


owned, it ſeized him too ſoon ; held him 
too faſt: and poſſeſſed him too long. 


Befote I conclude this Letter, it will, I 
think, become me, to make ſome apology 


to you, and to the world, for differing 


from you ſo totally as I do, in relation to 
Vanzssa's character: which you ſeem 
to think, was that of an abandoned wo- 
man: and I judge it, only that of a wo- 
man, unhappily intoxicated with Love. 


Firſt, becauſe ſuch a character as you 
conceive hers to have been; is, as (I be- 
fore obſerved) utterly inconſiſtent with 


the endowments beſtowed upon her, both 


by Venus, and PALLAS. Secondly, be- 
cauſe the line which creates the doubt, is 
very far from inferring a certainty ; for 
conſciouſneſs, (you well know, my Lord,) 


infers 
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infers not guilt : for there is ſuch a thing 


as conſcious virtue, as well as conſcious 
vice. Thirdly, becauſe the character you 
give of CAapenvus, could not make ſuch 
a ſituation deſirable: and, I believe, that 
in that caſe, the Lover is not the laſt per- 


ſon to find it out. And I own, if I were 


to acquit her character from any principle 


but that of her virtue, I ſhould rather 
conclude with your Lordſhip, that the 
lines which ſeem to contain an infinuation 
againſt VANEssA, were not perhaps ſo 
much intended to wound her reputation, 
as to fave that of her admirer. 


My laſt reaſon, my Lord, is drawn 
from a memoir, which ſeems not to have 
reached you. 


She ordered, in her laſt Will, that the 
poem of CAD EN us and VANESSA ſhould 
be publiſhed : (it had otherwife perhaps 
never ſeen the light) together with all the 
Letters that pafſed between them. Dr. 
BERKLEY, one of her executors, peruſed 
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theſe. Letters carefully, in order to fulfil 


the Will of his benefactreſs; but found, 
upon examination, (as he frequently aſ- 
ſured me) that they contained nothing, 
which would either do honour to her cha- 


racter, or bring the leaſt reflection upon 


CAbENus. His Letters contain nothing 


but civil compliments, excuſes, and apo- 
logies, and thanks for little preſents, &c. 
Whereas, hers indicated all the warmth, 
and violence, of the ſtrongeſt Love-paſ- 
ſion ; but not the leaſt hint of a criminal 
commerce between them, in the Letters 
of either; which it was ſcarce poſſible to 
avoid, in ſo long an intercourſe, had there 
been any juſt toundation for it. 


Why ſhe ſhould deſire that poem, and 
thoſe Letters to be publiſhed, hath never 
yet been explained, with any appearance 
of probability. Nor is there, that I know 
of, any ground for a rational conjecture 
upon that point, other than this; that 
ſhe certainly gave herſelf up (as ARIADNE 
did) to Bacchus, from the day that ſhe 


Was 


r * 
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deſerted. And that intoxication, in con- 
flict with many other tumults in her breaſt, 
and perhaps in conjunction with ſome 
infirmity in her head, might eaſily be con- 
ceived capable of producing many effects, 
not otherwiſe to be accounted for, 


1 am, 


My LoRD, &c, 


L E T T ER XL 


My Lokp, 


AM now arrived at your tenth Letter, 
and am ſorry to find your benevolence 
of ſpirit ſtill under an awed reſtraint; 
which prohibits the leaſt panegyric, upon 
any of the various poetic pieces you met 
with, in this volume of SwirT's works. 


Many, very many of which, (you tell us) 
are trifling, and you had "_ yd 


ö puerile. 
= The ſeverity of this general _ 
naturally called upon your critical juſtice, 


to ſuch as you thought deſerving of ſome 
diſtinction of another kind. | 


Among theſe I own, that when I found 
you mentioned the poem of DEATH and 
Daenne, I expected to have ſeen that 
poem very particularly diſtinguiſhed, - As 

it 


126 
it appears to me, to be a poem of the g 
greateſt fingularity, either in his, or any 
works! finely ſchemed, imagined, con- 
| ducted; and executed! and interſperſed 
with many fine ſtrokes of wit, humour, 
and fatire. But praiſe is not the preſent 
taſte ; and 1 have lived long enough, to 
feel the mortification, of ſeeing CowLEy, 
and even BoTLer, almoſt as little ho- 
noured, and almoſt as much neglected as 
D'u xv. And God knows how long 
Sw1FT himſelf _y ſurvive. 9 


But. be that. bins or ſhorter, ( as 
fate and faſhion ſhall pleaſe) this little 
ſample of Swirr's genius, in equipping 
Death for his courtſhip, will, I am 1 fatis- 


fied, laſt as long. 


A confi of coquets 1 

Was call'd to rig him out a beau: 
From her own bead, M6 8 & Tales 
A prriwis of twifted ſnakes; © 
Which in the meg faſhion eur d. ; 
Like toupets of this * world ; 


"0 th 
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(With fir of fulphur powder'd well, 
That graceful on his ſhoulders fell) 
An ADDER of the ſable kind. 
In line direct, hung down behind. 
The Owr, the Raven, and the BAT, 
Cub d for a feather to his hat; 
His coat, an Usrer's velvet pall, 


4 Bequeath'd to PLuT O, Corps and all TP. 


But of this perhaps more than enough. 
My indignation 1s called off, to a more 


intereſting ſubject, 


A friend of mine, turning over the 
index of your Letters, ſhewed me, amongſt 
the contents of this now before me, theſe 
words ---- SW1FT's Seraglio - ſurpriſed 

+ The Poem ends with thefe lines, 

825 Away the frighted SPECTRE ſtuds, 

And leaves my Lady in the ſuds. 


I 8 that if SHERIDAN had been the author 
of this Poem; he, as a ſchool-maſter and a punſter, 
and my Lady then playing at cards, would have 
concluded it thus ; - 


Frigbied he flies, as boys from birch, 
And leaves my Lady in the lurch. | 
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at this, I immediately turned . over the 
volume: where, to my much greater 
furprize, I found, after your account 
of DEATH. and Daruxr, the follow- 


ing paragraph. 


6 You {ce the command which SwirT 
had over all his females: and you 
© would have ſmiled, to have found his 
es houſe a conſtant ſeraglio of very virtu- 
e ous women, who attended him from 
e morning till night, with an obedience, 
«© an awe, and an aſſiduity, that are ſel- 
« dom paid to the richeſt, or the moſt 
= powerful Lovers: no, not even to the 
« Grand SEIGNIOR himſelf. - 


Lad 
= 


This paragraph, my Lord, gives me 
great concern, upon many accounts; 
though I ſhall mention only this one. 
That it ſeems to be written in the ſtile 
of a man, who knew what he ſaid to be 
truth: which yet, moſt certainly was not, 
could not, be your caſe: and therefore I 
conclude you wrote it in the ſtile, in 


which 
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which it was delivered to you, by your 
monſtrous miſinformers. 


My Lord, the intercourſe, in which 
my ſtation engaged me, for many years, 
with the Dean; my long intimacy with 
his moſt intimate friends, and the fre- 
quent viſits to him, which my love and 
gratitude exacted; enable me to aſſure 
your Lordſhip, and the world, (as I do 
in the moſt ſincere and ſolemn manner) 
that nothing ever was more falſe, than the 
informations you received upon this point. 
And that in fact, females were rarely ad- 
mitted into his houſe: and never came 
thither, but upon very particular invitati- 
ons: not excepting even Mrs. Johxs TON: 
and if I were not much more diſpoſed to 
undeceive your Lordſhip, and do juſtice to 
Sw1FT's character, than to cavil, I could 
almoſt infer ſomething like this, from your 
own words: where you tell us, p. 127; 
that of any of his Senators preſumed to 
approach him, when he fignified his pleaſure 
to remain in private: and without inter- 
K ruption, 
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ruption. Vour informers ſhould have con- 
ſidered, how this was conſiſtent with his 
houſe, being a conſtant Seragho from morn- 
ing till night; but the truth is, that not 
one of thoſe, you were pleaſed to call his 
Senators, ever preſumed to approach him, 
till he very particularly ſignified his plea- 
ſure, that they ſhould: except his near 
kinſwoman Mrs. WHITEWAVY, who was 
often with him; (but not until the latter 
part of his life): and a friend of hers, 
who ſometimes marketed for him, when 
his infirmities called for a more than ordi- 
nary attention to his diet. But who they 
were, that could create the idea of a ſe- 
nate in your informers, I ſolemnly declare, 
I cannot ſo much as imagine. And I am 
fully ſatisfied, there never was the leaſt 
foundation for ſo ſhameleſs and formal a 


falſhood. 


And yet, my Lord, as the honour [ 
bear you, ſtrongly inclines me to aſſent 
to your poſitions, where-ever I can; I 
muſt own, that if keeping a . 
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bet, and variety of pr ofeſſed nominal 


miſtreſſes, conſtitutes the compleat idea 
of a Seraglio: SWIFT kept a greater, 


and much more extended Seraglio, than 
the GRAND SEIGNTOR I And J have had 


the honour, to be admitted, (more than 
once) to bear him company in his vi- 
fits to them. But this, I muſt add, in 
ſupport of the credit of your judgment 
of his conſtitution, that his viſits were 
always by day - light: and for the moſt 
part, in the moſt open and public parts 
of the city. But yet, truth obliges me 
to own, that he alſo viſited ſome of them, 
even in by - alleys, and under arches; 
( places of long ſuſpected fame. ) 


Let me add, that he kept ſtrictly to that 
turkiſh principle of honouring none, but 
ſuch as were bred up, and occupied in 
ſome laudable employment. One of theſe 
miſtreſſes ſold plumbs; another, hob-nails; - 
a third, tapes; a fourth, ginger-bread a 


fifth, knitted; a ſixth, darned ſtockings ; 


and a ſeventh, cobbled ſhoes; and ſo on, 
= beyond 


[ 132 J 
beyond my counting. And in all this de- 
tail of his amours, I, take upon me to ſay, 
that the ſingularity of his taſte, was as 
remarkably diſtinguiſhed, as his genius 
was, in any, or all his compoſitions. 


One of theſe miſtreſſes wanted an eye: 


another, a noſe: a third, an arm: a 


fourth, a foot : a fifth, had all the attrac- 
tions of AGna's Pollipus: and a fixth, 
more than all thoſe of Asoe's hump: 


and all of them as old at leaſt, as ſome of 


Louis the XIVth's miſtreſſes; and many 
of them, (for I muſt own he had many) 
much older. He ſaluted them with all 
becoming kindneſs: aſked them how they 
did, how they throve: what ſtock they 
had? Cc. And as miſtreſſes, all the 


world owns, are expenſive things, it is cer- 


tain, he never ſaw his, but to his coſt. If 
any of their ware were ſuch, as he could 
poſſibly make uſe of, or pretend to make 
uſe of, he always bought ſome : and paid 
for every half-penny- worth, at leaſt ſix- 
pence ; and for every penny-worth, a 


ſhilling. 
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ſhilling. If their ſaleables were of ano- 
ther nature, he added ſomething to their 
ſtock : with ſtri& charges of induſtry, and 
honeſty. And I muſt once more own, 
(for truth exacts it of me) that theſe 
miſtreſſes were very numerous: inſomuch, 

that there was ſcarce one ſtreet, or alley, 
or lane, in Dublin, its ſuburbs, and its 
environs, that had not, at leaſt, one, or 
more of them *. 


And now, my Lord, I muſt, I fear, in 
juſtice, retract one reflection which I paſſed 
upon his compaſſion, in the beginning of 


this work. For, I cannot upon the 
ſtricteſt re-conſideration, aſcribe this prac- 
tice, to any principle leſs conſiderable, or 


* Some of theſe we are told (at the bottom of a 
Letter to Doctor SHERIDAN) he named thus for 
diſtinction's ſake, and partly for humour; Can- 
CERINA, 'STUMPA - NYMPHA, PULLAGOWNA, 
FRITTERILLA, FLORA, STUMPANTHA, 


Pray, my Lord, are Horacr's PyRRHAS, and 
Lypias, to be named in a day with theſe? J 
hope, when you next make a compariſon between - 
HoRACE and SwIFT, you will not forget, that 
he numbered a Goddeſs among the nymphs of his 


Seraglio. 
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leſs amiable, than that of mere compaſſion; 
And yet, I cannot fay, that any, or all 
of them, ever influenced him, either in 
the compoſition, or publication of any of 
his poems: though I cannot tell, whe- 
ther they might not have occafioned a 
very celebrated Love-Epiſtle, from a blind 
man, to one of Swirr's favourite mi- 
ſtreſſes, called STUMpy, from the fame 
of her wooden leg. 


I ſhall only add, that if charity can cover 
a multitude of fins, I'am almoſt tempted 
to think, that this Seraglio of Sw1r T's, 
might, (to human eyes) almoſt atone for 
the ſinful vanity of one VANESSA: for I 
cannot help acquitting him of the guilt of 


all other commerce with her. 


T cannot conclude, without owning to 
your Lordſhip, that I fear this is one 
of my black pebble-days: having the 
mortification to find myſelf forced, to 
differ from the latter end of your Letter, 
as much as I do from any other part of 
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it. And to declare, that I think SwirT's 
little poem to SHERIDAN, and his deſcrip- 
tion of the carbary rocks, ſo far from con- 
temptible, that I deem them excellent in 
their kinds. The firſt, from its wit, hu- 
mour, and eaſe, and fine penetration into 
SHERIDAN'S true and characteriſtic ge- 
nius: and the latter, from its true and 
conſpicuous ſublimity! and for this, I 
appeal not only to the verſes themſelves, 
to the Engliſh tranſlation: to the Ladies, 
and to all Engliſh readers of taſte; but 
likewiſe to the credit of Mr. DuxkIx's 
genius, who tranſlated it: and is con- 
feſſedly bleſſed with a fine poetic ſpirit: 
and ſuch as would not waſte itſelf, upon 
any mean or inſignificant ſubject. And I 
am ſatisfied, moſt Latin critics would 
judge as I do in this point; were their 
ears as much accuſtomed to the harmony, 
and ſublimity of ſome of -LuckxtT1vs's 
meaſures, as they are to thoſe of VIRGIL, 


It will not, I hope, be diſagreeable to 
the reader, that I take the liberty to con- 
K 4 


clude 
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clude this criticiſm on Sw1FT's carberian 
mountains, with an accident which at- 
tended him there; of as diſtinguiſhed a 
ſingularity, as any in his life, or writings: 
it 1s this. 


His curioſity carried him to the brink 
of this dreadful precipice, and not con- 
tent with what information his eyes could 
give him, as he ſtood over it, he ſtretched 
himſelf forward at his full length upon 
the rock, to ſurvey it with more ad- 
vantage. And attempting to riſe up 
again, when his curiofity was as well gra- 
tified as it could; he found, as he told 
me, (for I had it from his own mouth), 
that he loſt ground, which obliged him 
to call, in great terror, 'to his ſervants who 
attended him, (for he never travelled, or 
even rode out, without two attendants) 
to drag him back by the heels: which 


they did, with ſufficient difficulty, and 
ſome hazard, 


This 


[ 137 ] 


This, my Lord, will naturally bring to 
your mind, that fine idea of the ſatiriſt, 
who paints out vice to us, as ſtanding 
upon a precipice. But the character, I 
think, muſt yet be ſtronger, more dread- 
ful, and of conſequence more affecting, 
if it be conſidered as hanging over it, 
in ſuch a manner, that nothing but the 


as I believe, too often happens with dif- 
ficulty) and againſt the grain. 


Jam, 


My Lon p, &c. 


LE T- 


timely aid of a friendly hand, can re- 
deem, and drag us from it: and that, 


. 18) 


AT T.-E R N 
My LoRD, 


| OUR many and judicious obſerva- 

tions upon GULLIVER'S travels, 
leave little, very material or important, to 
any that comes after you. 


I cannot but lament with your Lord- 
ſhip, that the world hath received ſo little, 
either of information or delight from the 
advantages which a great Genius ſhould 
naturally be expected to derive to it, from 
the iſland of ſorcerers. Nor was I much 
leſs diſappointed in the hopes and expec- 
. tations I indulged, from the idea of a 
flying iſland: ſuch an iſland, in the hands 
of a wiſe, and good govenor, preſiding 
over an immenſe extent of dominion, 
wholly dependent upon him, and ſubmit- 
ted to him, might well have afforded 


matter of much improvement as well as 
entertainment. 


Methinks 


. ! ir en ets 
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Methinks, ſomething might have been 


imagined in the idea of ſuch a govern- 


ment, anal ogous to that, of God's domi- 
nion over the earth, in various circum- 


ſtances of which, the preſidence, appoint- 
ments, and determinations of Providence, 
might be nobly, and delightfully illuſtrated. 
But doubtleſs, my Lord, this required all 
the powers of the greateſt Genius, in its 
full vigour, whereas Sw1rT's genius was 
then I fear verging towards the decline. 


At leaſt, he himſelf ſeems to think ſo, 
in a Letter to Mr. Por, dated Dublin, 
September 20, 1723. | 


This 1 apprehend to be a date ſome 
years antecedent, to the writing of his 
GULLIVER's travels. 


His words are theſe ; 


If I could permit myſelf to believe, 
what your civility makes you ſay, that 
| | cc 1 


[ 140 ] 
&« T am ſtill remembered by my friends in 
« England; I am in the right to keep 
« myſelf here Non ſum qualis eram. I 
« left you, in a period of life, when one 
ce year doth more execution, than three at 
* yours: to which, if you add the dull- 
ce neſs of the air, and of the people, it 
&« will make a terrible ſum.” 


It is certain, that SwirT was now a 
good deal paſt that period of life, from 
whence AR1STOTLE dates the decline of 
the human abilities. This period he fixes 
in the forty-ninth year of the human life. 
Which, I apprehend was rather done 
from a ſuperſtitious opinion of the product 
of the number ſeven, multiplied by 
ſeven, than from any exact, and general 
obſervation. And yet, although the obſer- 
vation ſhould be general, yet, doubtleſs, 
there may be, and are, many paticular 
exceptions to it. 


However, I think it is generally agreed 
among wiſe men; that few great at- 
tempts, 
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tempts, (at leaſt in the learned way) have 
ever been wiſely undertaken, and happily 


executed, after that period. 


Indeed, in undertakings that depend 
chiefly upon experience, and obſervation, 
as in the affairs of war, and policy; 
many great things, perhaps more, have 
been atchieved with ſucceſs, after that 
period, than before it. But this I believe 
muſt be allowed, that neither the powers 
of the body, nor of the mind, are ordi- 
narily in their full vigour, after that ra. 
And therefore, are ſeldom ſo ſucceſsful, 
where either invention, or great labour 
are required, 


And yet I think, it cannot be denied, 
that 8w Ir T's genius made as ſtrong, and 
vigorous efforts after this time, as ever it 
had done before. But then, I believe this 
will be found, upon enquiry, to have been 
chiefly in works of ſatire, in which caſe 
I look upon a great genius, ſoured by 
diſappointments and vexations of various 

| | kinds, 


* 


116 
kinds, to be in the condition of a gene- 
rous wine, which, upon a new fermen- 


tation, (after it hath been long ſettled 


upon the lees,) turns vinegar; and by 
that means, gaineth in ſharpneſs, what it 
loſeth in generoſity. And what is worſe, 
by force of that fermentation, turns up 
thoſe dregs and foulneſſes which were 
before ſuppreſſed. And which indeed, 
made no part of the rich, and generous 
ſpirit, which kept them under. 


If this was SwiFT's n which 1 


ſhall not take upon me to pronounce : it 
is evident, that many cauſes clearly con- 


curred to make it ſo. 


' Firſt, his deteſtable maxim of vive la 
bagatelle! 


You, my Lord, ſpeaking of his direc- 


tions to ſervants, obſerve very judiciouſly, 


That a man of SwiFT's exalted genius, 


< ought conſtantly to have ſoared into 
7 __ regions, Superior talents ſeem 
by c to 


a 
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cc to have been intended by Providence, 
« as public benefits: and the perſons who 
te poſſeſſes ſuch bleſſings, is certainly an- 
ce ſwerable to Heaven for thoſe endow- 


ments, which he enjoys, above the 


e reſt of mankind---the Dean it ſeems 
had not this way of thinking. 


No, my Lord, he trifled; and, the 
mind once habituated to trifles, becomes 
gradually (tho' perhaps by degrees ſcarce 
perceptible) debaſed to mean, and inſig- 
nificant ideas: and from that moment can 
never riſe up to any thing truly great and 
ſublime. Quite otherwiſe; it gradually 
ſinks ſtep by ſtep, lower and lower, till it 
arrives at the bottom of the Bathos, or 
ceaſes to all appearance in a blank, 


This evidently appears to have been 
SWIFT's condition, from that Letter of 
his own to Mr. Gay, quoted by your 
Lordſhip, dated Auguſt 28, 1731, wherein 
he tells him, That the moſt arrant trifles 
of his former writings, are ſerious philoſo- 


pbical 
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pbical lucubrations, in compariſon to what 
he now buſies himſelf about : and his con- 
cluſive words are ;--==as the world may one 


day ſee. ; 


Another cauſe of this decay in his 
underſtanding, was that ſourneſs of temper 
which his diſappointments firſt created in 
him: and the indulgence of his paſſions 


perpetually increaſed. This alſo inflamed 
his ſpirit of ſatire, and with that his aver- 


ſion to mankind. For ſatire is a kind of 
anti-flattering glaſs, which ſhews us nothing 
but deformities, in the objects we con- 
template in it: and deformities naturally 
create averſions. And all theſe infelicities 
of temper, were remarkably augmented 
after the death of Mrs. JounsToN: whoſe 
cordial friendſhip, ſweet temper, and leni- 
ent advice, poured balm and healing into 
his blood; and kept his ſpirits in ſome 
temparament : but as ſoon as he was de- 
prived of that medicine of life, his blood 
boiled, fretted, and fermented, beyond all 

| bounds. 


1 


Is. 
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bounds. And his reaſon gradually ſub- 
ſided, as his paſſions became predomi- 
nant, 


It was not long before his avarice came 
in aid of his paſſions; and in conjunction 
with thoſe perſons, who are ſaid to have 
deſired to make a monopoly of him, ba- 
niſhed his beſt friends from about him : 
for he could not bear that very mode- 
rate expence of entertaining of them as 


uſual. And this unhappy habit would 
ſometimes carry him ſo far, as to refuſe . 
them a ſingle bottle of wine. 


The want of this intercourſe, and the 
ſolitary condition to which it reduced him, 
deprived him, in a great meaſure, both of 
the number of his ideas, and the choice 
of ſuch, as a chearful, ſelect, and learned 
converſation naturally ſuggeſted to him. 
His paſſions impaired his memory, and 
his ſolitude unfurniſhed it. 


And to this end, another cauſe alſo 
contributed; an obſtinate reſolution, which 
L he 
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he had taken, never to wear ſpectacles. 
A reſolution, which the natural make of 
his eyes, (large and prominent) very ill 
qualified him to ſupport. This made 
reading very difficult to him: and the dif- 
ficulty naturally diſcouraged him from it: 


and gradually drew him, in a great mea- 


ſure, to decline it. And as he was now 
at a loſs how to fill up that time which 


he was before wont to employ in reading, 


this drew him on to exerciſe, more than 
he ought: for that he over- exerciſed him- 
ſelf is out of all doubt. 


His phyſicians and friends, Doctor 
HELsHAM and Doctor GRATTAN, fre- 
quently admoniſhed him of his doing ſo: 
but he paid no ſort of regard t to their 


monitions. 


The truth is, his foirit was formed 
with a ſtrong reluctance to ſubmiſſion of 
any kind. And he battled almoſt as much 


with the infirmities of old age, as he did 


with the corruptions of the times. He 
| walked 
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walked erect: and the conſtant and free 
diſcharges by perſpiration from exerciſe, 
kept him clear of coughs and rheums, 
and other offenſive infirmities of old age. 
But he carried this contention, (as he 
was apt to do every other) too far. 


This inceſſant and intemperate exer- 
ciſe, naturally waſted his fleſh, and ex- 
hauſted the oil of his blood; and his 
lamp of life was then in the condition 
of an ill - tempered candle, which frets 
and flames at once: and exhauſts itſelf 


in proportion as it frets. 


He was himſelf very ſenſible of his 
condition: and takes notice of it in a 
Letter to Doctor SHERIDAN, May 22, 
1736; he tells him, © Your loſs of fleſh 
« is nothing, if it be made up with ſpirit. 
“God help him who hath neither. I 
© mean myſelf. I believe I ſhall ſay 
« with HoRACE, Non omnis moriar. (I 
« ſhall not all dye) for half my body is 
© already ſpent.” 

L 2 But 
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But although he was reduced to that 
emaciated condition ; yet had he no more 
mercy on the half that remained, than 
he before had for the half that was ex- 
hauſted. 


The truth is, he was weary of life: 
and therefore under no ſolicitude to pro- 
long it. Preſent health was his great 
concern: and he imagined, (although 
erroneouſly) that his courſe of exerciſe 
contributed to it: and in that perſuaſion, 
reſolutely continued it. 


A friend of his, found him in this 
condition one day; and Sw1FT, putting 
the queſtion to him, whether the cor- 
ruptions and villainies of men in power, 
did not eat his fleſh, and exhauſt his 
ſpirits? he anſwered, that in truth they 
did not: he then aſked in a fury, why, 
why, --- how can you help it, how can 
you avoid it? His friend calmly replied, 
becauſe I am commanded to the con- 


trary. 


CP 


it 


ſe 
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trary. Fret not thyſelf becauſe of the un- 
godly. This raiſed a ſmile, and changed 
the converſation to ſomething leſs ſevere 
and ſower. 


That his paſſions, and over - exerciſe 
impaired his health, appeared to a de- 
monſtration, ſoon after he was reduced 
to a ſtate of ideotiſm, and ceaſed from 
walking. For then, he remarkably reco- 
vered his fleſh, in a ſmall time. But that 
his blood was not reduced to that ſtate of 
black-bile, which phyſicians (as you have 
ſhewn from Doctor Mx Ap) deſcribe to 
be its ordinary condition, in a ſtate of lu- 


nacy; nor his brain become dry by it; ap- 
peared clearly from the opening of his 


head, after his death: when his brain 


; was found remarkably loaded with water: 


which I have often heard Mr. STEVENs, 
an ingenious clergyman of the dioceſe of 


Dublin, pronounce to be his caſe during 


his illneſs: begging, and intreating, his 


friends, and his phyſicians, that his head 


might be trepanned, and the water taken 
L 3 away, 


oe 

away, which he was ſure would remove 
his diſtemper, and recover his reaſon : but 
his phyſicians paid no regard to this judg- 


ment. 


However, that he had certain ſhort in- 
tervals of reaſon, may, I think, be plainly 
gathered from the accounts you received 
of him, from ſome of his friends, in his 
ſad deplorable ſtate: and this farther ac- 
count alſo, which I have from good au- 
thority: that after he had been filent a 
full year, his houſe-keeper went in to him, 
in the morning, on the 3oth of Novem- 
ber; told him it was his birth-day, and 
that they were providing bonfires, and 
illuminations, to celebrate it as uſual. To 
which he anſwered, it is all folly, they 
had better let it alone. 


I would fain flatter myſelf, that he felt 
at this inſtant, the folly of his former in- 
dulgence in the pride of parts: and felt 
at the ſame time, the juſtice of the divine 
chaſtiſement upon him, in gradually take- 
mg 
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ing away thoſe tallents, which being be- 
ſtowed for the nobleſt purpoſes, were too 
often employed, or, to ſpeak more pro- 
perly, abuſed to the meaneſt. And that 
he did feel the chaſtiſement, I am fully 
convinced, from his own bitter complaints 
to me on that head; lamenting in a 


manner, that pierced me to the heart, 


that he was an ideot; that he was no more 
a human creature, &c. 


As a good deal of this Letter hath king 
taken up, in aſſigning the natural cauſes, 


(without the leaſt thought of excluding 


the judicial, mentioned by your Lordſhip). 


of Sw1FT's gradual decay in underſtand- 

ing, and final reducement to a ſtate of 

idiotiſm. Give me leave to conclude 
o . 9 „ 

this Letter, with the condition, and cha- 


racter of another gentleman, who re- 


markably improved in his underſtanding, 
in the decline of life; by cultivating a 
diſpoſition, employments, and purſuits 
of a contrary nature, to thoſe of 
SWIPF T's. 


L4 This 


l SITTER : 


learned tation : from which the violence 


manifeſtly improved, and enlarged, that 


age =, 


This gentleman, had been in his youth, 
a man of pleaſure; and was, in the 
prime of his underſtanding, exalted to a 


of party depoſed him, towards the decline 
of life. 


He then retired to his country-ſeat, and 
there gave himſelf up to religious reflec- 
tions, upon his paſt life; and a courſe 
of reading ſuited to them: particularly, 
the ſtudy of thoſe excellent difcourſes, 
preached in the ſeveral courſes of the 


Lectures founded by Mr. BoyLe, that 
great honour of your great anceſtor ! 


By the perpetual peruſal of theſe lec- 


tures, this gentleman's mind became ſo 


he became quite another man: and ac- 
quired a new dignity, very ſuperior to 
that, which his high ſtation had before 
conferred upon him, 


I ſpeak this from perſonal, and certain 
knowlege. And his ſon, a man of ex- 


cellent 


Bl þ ng 
cellent underſtanding, confeſſed, and de- 


1, clared the ſame thing to me, over and 
BY over, with great ſatisfaction. Glorious 
Lectures, that could at once enlarge the 
de 


underſtanding, and amend the heart! 
how delightful is ſuch an approach to the 
grave refining in virtue, and progreſſive 
din wiſdom! 


1 I have often heard it ſaid, that no man 
i was ever appointed preacher of thoſe lec- 
tures, that did not exceed himſelf in his 
4s | performances on that occaſion ; far be- 

Vvond any thing, that he had ever at- 
tempted, or endeavoured before! 


Bleſſed ſtate, of as bleſſed miri. that 


8 founded them! might not ſuch a fpirit 
a be properly conſidered, as a kind of Vice- 
gerent to heaven; diffuſing, and multi- 
Ce K f 1 
plying, true happineſs upon the earth: 
to 1 1 
5 living in an annual, a dayly, additional in- 
creaſe of happineſs, from that day, to this. 
And may he live, (as I doubt not but he 
in will) in that bleſſed ſtate, long beyond the 


duration 


[4] 
duration of the world: which he hath 
ſo bleſſed, and honoured! an example 
of glorious imitation, and emulation to 
mankind: and more particularly to thoſe 
of his own famuly. | 


J am, 


My Loxrvp, Ge. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


My Lord, I troubled you in this Letter, 
with an inftance of a gentleman of 
another country, whoſe mind was 
remarkably improved, and inlarged, 
in the decline of life : by turning his 
thoughts to ſtudies of a nobler nature, 

than thoſe, in which his youth and 
manhood had been converſant. 


I needed not to have referred you fo 
far from home, for an example 
upon that head; when your own 

country 


Fe 


country ſupplied you with one, much 
more illuſtrious, in the perſon of the 
celebrated Mr. WALLER, the poet! 
whoſe underſtanding, it is agreed on 
all hands, was in its full vigour, to the 
laſt year: nay, in truth, I believe, to 
the laſt hour of his life. Nor, is 
this hard to. be accounted for? he 
was now, free from the turbulence 
and diſſipation of thoſe youthful ap- 
petites, and paſſions, which cloud the 
mind, and intercept the nobleſt pro- 
ſpects, from the human eye. Nor 
were they ſucceeded by that ſourneſs 
from croſſes, and diſappointments, 
which contract, and (as it were) 
ſhrivel up the ſoul; and ſhut out 
the nobleſt objects and entertain- 
ments, of a rational, and immortal 
ſpirit. Quite otherwiſe: they ſeem 
to have been ſucceeded in Mr. Wal- 
LER, by that calm, which eaſe and 
| affluence, naturally introduce at that 
period, into a ſtudious and philoſo- 
phic mind; and beſt fits for a clear, 
and 


1 156 
and ſedate attention, to its moſt in- 
tereſting, and important purſuits. 


11 appears evidently, from his own 
works, that the ſtudy of the Scrip- 
tures employ'd his latter years. 


The purpoſe of his Cantos of divine 
Love, was evidently, to aſſert the 
authority of the Scriptures: the tran- 
ſcendent love of God to man, evi- 
denced in the creation; and yet, 

more tranſcendently evinced in the 

redemption: together with the infi- 
nite, and unſpeakable bleſſings, ariſing 
from a cordial attachment to it; and 
an humble, and adoring veneration 
of it. 


His introductory lines, are at leaſt, as 
fine as thoſe of MiLToNn, to his Pa- 
radiſe loft: and thoſe which con- 
clude his Cantos, upon the fear of 
God, are written in a ſtrain, of as 
much good ſenſe, and fine wit, as 


any that he wrote in the full vigour 
of 
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of life. They will beſt illuſtrate 
their own excellence; and therefore, 
J am ſatisfied, the reader of taſte, 
will not only indulge me, in ſub- 
joining them; but alſo, thank me 
for ſo doing. 


Of Divine L O V E: 


E 
The grecian muſe has all tbeir Gods ſiu- 


viv'd, | 
Nor Jove af us, nor Punoꝝ Bus is arriv'd; 
Frail Deities, which firſt the Poets made, 
And then invok'd, to give their fancies aid! 
Yet, if they till divert us with their rage, 
What may be hop'd for in a better age; 
When not from HEL1CcoN's imagiu d 
ſpring, 
But ſacred writ, we borrow what we 
ing? 
This with the fabric of the world begun, 


Elder than Light, and ſhall - outlaſt. the 
Sun. g rat 


Before 


a. 
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Before 1 proceed to the concluding lines 


of his Canto, upon the fear of Gop, 
it will not be amiſs to mention the 
high opinion, which all his cotemporary 
poets, had of theſe performances: 
as far exceeding every thing elſe he 
had written, which may be ſeen from 
their ſeveral poems in praiſe of them; 
collected in Mr. DxypeN's miſcella- 
nies. As alſo the high opinion, which 
Mr. Dza vp himſelf, had of his 
genius, in this laſt ſtage of his life. 


The two laſt Lines of Mr. WALLIIR, 


in thoſe verſes, called the laſt in the 
book, were theſe, ---- 


Leaving the old, both worlds at once they 


VIEW, 


That tand upon the threſhold of the new. 


Upon which, Mr. DRV DEN wrote ſome 


lines; of which, I can remember no 


more than this fragment. 


— Still 
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—— Still on the threſhold ſand: 
Still at this di ance, view the promis d 
land. | 
Tho thou may ſt ſeem, ſo heav'nly is thy 
ſenſe; 
Not going thi * but juſt come from 
thence. 


The lines with which Mr. WALL ER 
concludes his Canto, on the fear of 
Gop, are as follows, 


Silence, my muſe ! make not theſe jewels 
cheap, 

Expofing to the world, too large an heap. 

Of all we read, the ſacred writ is beſt ; 

Where great truths are, in feweſt words 
expreſs. 

Wreſtling with Dxarn, theſe Lines I did 
indite, 

No other Theme cou d give my ſoul delight. 


O that my youth had thus employ'd my pen! 
Or that I now. cou d write as well as then! 


But 
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But tis of grace, if fickneſs, age, and pain, 
Are felt as throws, when we are born again: 
Timely they come, to wean us from this 
| earth ; | EL $a | 
As pangs that wait upon a ſecond birth, 


This exaltation of genius, from the 
" ſtudy of the Scriptures, is, I think, 
very plainly, and obviouſly, to be 
accounted for. The mind naturally 
opens and expands, in proportion to 
the grandeur and ſublimity of thoſe 
ideas, that attract, and engage its at- 
tention. And conſidering the ſtate 
of error and ignorance, in which 
we are immerſed here below; the 
ſoul in this world, ſeems to me, to 
be in the condition of the eye in the 
dark: whoſe pupil, then naturally 
dilates, and enlarges itſelf, to take 
in all the rays of light that encom- 

_ paſs it. 

1 am, 


Mv Lok p, &c. 
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My ICY 


"H E freedom which I took 47 cen- 

ſuring SwieT's errors in my laſt, 
and ſome former Letters; will, I hope, 
give you full ſatisfaction (if it be poſſible 
you ſhould want any) that wherever I 
am ſo unhappy as to differ from your 
Lordſhip in my accounts or opinion of 
him, I do it, from the ſole impulſe of 
truth, and juſtice, And when J pre- 
ſume to make additional obſervations, it 
is, Where you appear to me to have 
touched too lightly and dwelt too little. 
And this, I apprehend, is. the caſe in re- 
lation to the voyage to the Houyhnhnms, a 
piece more deform, erroneous, and (of 
conſequence) leſs inſtructive, and agreea- 
ble, than any of his productions. | 
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As I have marked the paſſages that 
ſeemed to me moſt faulty, and gave me 
moſt offence; I beg leave to point them 
out, as they come in my way: with- 


out any further preface, or apology. 


The picture he draws of the Yahoo, - 
is too offenſive to be copied, even in the 
lighteſt ſketch. And therefore 1 ſhall 
only obſerve, that whilſt he is debaſing 
the human form to the loweſt degree of a 
defiled imagination, he yet, allows ſome 
powers init, of a very diſtinguiſhed nature, 
Stren gth, activity, and prodigious agility, 


You, my Lord, have ſufficiently ex- 
patiated upon the powers of the hüman 
mind, which ſo remarkably diſtinguiſh 
and exalt our ſpecies above the whole 
animal world; and I am highly delighted 
with your quotation from SHAKESPEAR 
upon that head. Give me leave to throw 
.out a few hints upon the ſtructure of the 
human frame: . _ demonſtrate that 

alſo 
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alſo very ſuperior t to the make of all other 
animals. Inſomuch that he evidently 
excels every other ſpecies, not vaſtly ex- 
ceeding himſelf in bulk, and tho advan- 8 
tages ariſing from it in every power in 
which they excel all others. He can 
out- run a horſe, (the Hottentots are 
known to do fo) out-leap an antelope, 
out-ſwim a ſhark: leap into the ſea, 
combat with, and con quer that fierceſt 
and moſt deſtructive of en in 
his own element. 


He can carry a load under his arms, 
and' on his ſhoulders, which would 
break the back of a horſe. 55 


He can dart himſelf into the 8 turn 
in it, heels over head, inverting the 
centre of gravity, with an amazing 
power; and then bring his feet firm to 
the ground, with the utmoſt ſecurity. 
Which no other animal in the univerſe 
can do, nor any thing like it; except the 
action of one kind of fowl, whoſe wings, 

M 2 then 
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then extended in the air, leave nothing 
l g, or extraordinary in the action. 


* 


I own, I have andes gone to ſee moſt 
of the famed rope - dancers, and poſture- 
maſters, upon this ſole principle of ad- 
miring thoſe amazing powers, with 
which God hath endowed the human 
frame; and ſuch as the moſt active, and 
agile of all other animals, can, with the 
utmoſt force of- human induſtry, be 
brought only to imitate very imper- 
fectly. 


Among other advantages devolved upon 
che human ſpecies, above the brutes, 
is, that of the erect figure of his body; 
which Swirr well knew; and the reader 
of any ſcience will little need to have 
explained to him. And yet Swirr ſa- 

tiriſes even this advantage. But he had 
ſenſe enough to put the objection made 
to it, into the mouth of a . ; 
who could know no a. ; 


N 
— 


„ a P 


* . 5 * 
, C5 « - — 
« If 
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If it krone 3 
diſplay of in the human make? 


J anſwer, to demonſtrate the divine 
wiſdom, in preparing ſuch a body for 
the habitation of a reaſonable ſoul, in 


which only it could exert all its faculties, 


to all the purpoſes of a reaſonable crea- 
ture condemned to ſupport his life by 
labour, and arts of various kinds: as alſo 


to ſhew, the ſuperiority of man, in every 


reſpect. 
Meh. ammo 4 bb b ly 


world. And yet what a clumſy condition 
| does the human ſoul appear to be in, 
when ſuppoſed to be lodged in that form, 
utterly incapable of the meaneſt of thoſe 
innumerable and important actions, and 
offices, which diſtinguiſh the loweſt 
claſs of mankind. 


This voyage is conſidered as a fatire 
of SWIFT's * the human frame. I 
M 3' would 


allowed the nobleſt animal of the inferior 
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would fain hope, that it was intended 
only as a ſatire upon human corruptions: 5 
be that as it may, it is moſt certaidly in 
effect a panegyrick upon the human frame, 
by ſhewing the utter inability even of the 
nobleft ſtructure of inferior animals: to an- 
ſwer the pprpoſes of a reaſonable life in 
chis world. To anſwer even the loweſt, 
and menneſt of thoſe purpoſes. The utmoſt 


capacity, with which even Sw1rT,. _ with 
| all his wit and invention „ Was able to 


endow kis Houybnhnms, was that of 
carrying a little oats between his hoof 
and his ſetlock : and what a fine: figure 
muſt he make, even in that action, hob- 
ling aukwardly, 6— legs! 


He talks indeed ny their untying the 
Yahoo, and giving GourLLiven 2 
of milk :. but was far from bein 8 1 


to endow, them v with the Pr. of in 
cither, 


40 IN 


He places them in Y which * 
could. not build; an [Feeds them with, 


corn, 


f 
4 


13 


1 
* 
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corn, which they could neither fo 
nor reap, nor ſave, He gives them cos, 


which they could not milk, and depoſits 
| that milk in veſſels, wich: — . 


not make, Sc. 


But it were time wen away, to ex- 
poſe the weakneſs of his attempts, to equal 
the Touybnbnm ſtructure to the human: : 
nor could they be ſerious to any other 
purpoſe than that of abaydoned ſatire. ty 


Let us exainine nent, into the qualities 
and powers, with which he endows their 
mind. 


| He diſtinguiſhes dr manners 7 ro 
qualities; decency, and. cleanlineſs: by 
which he plainly confeſſes, that both are 
the natural effects of reaſon. And yet 
he, at the fame time, demonſtrates himſelf 
to be mentally loſt to both! ! what then 
becomes of his rational faculty ? he gives 
cleanlineſs to creatures, wha” have no 


iy pe of cleanſing themſelves. and 
M 4 deprives 
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deprives che only being of it, that hath 
that capacity. | 


The offenſive ſmell with which he 
poiſons. them, and every thing about 
them, is ordinarily the natural effect of 
great negligence, in the article of .cleanli- 
neſs; and the providential chaſtiſement of 
it: and yet he charges it upon the nature 
of the Yahoos; forgetting how he had 
before endowed his favourite VAN ESSA 
when Venus had ſprinkled her with 


nectar, from her ſprig of Amaranthine 
flowers. 


From whence the tender ſein aſſumes, 
' A ſweetneſs above all perfumes > 


From whence, a cleanlineſs remains, 


— * outward Naim. 


He charges them with monſtrous 48 
which can be of no uſe, but to offend, 
and injure their fellows: forgetting, that 
at the ſame time, he made their hands 
28 , to any of their proper pur- 


poſes 
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poſes (even that of climbing, with which | 
he endows them) as if they were man- 
darines of China: a nation the fillyeſt, - 
of all the filly pretenders to wiſdom, 
that ever diſgraced pride! * eſtimating 


the ſuperiority of their mental powers, 
by impairing thoſe - of the body: diſ- 
abling the better ſort of one ſex in their 
feet, and thoſe of the _ in their 
7 "Wk 


He endows his Houybnhnms with friend- 
ſhip and benevolence; the neceſſary 
conſequences of reaſon: and yet, he 


almoſt profeſſed himſelf devoid of both. 
Amazing debaſement ! 


And he deprives them of all thoſe 
tender paſſions, ' and affections, without 
which life would be a load: and which, 
when he loſt, his own became ſo. 


And what are the effects of thoſe ſu- 
perior powers of unbiaſed reaſon, with 
which he endows: them ? they, met once 
a year, to run, and leap; and plunge 

5 them- 


8 WE. | 


[ 76 ] 
themſelves in cold water; and once in 
four years to make laws which nobody 


was bound to vey. 


'F or the reft, his aha be wah 
to no other purpoſe, than to: eftabliſh 
that principle, long ſince exploded in the 
ſchools: that would infer, the diſuſe 
of all things moſt valuable and deſirable 
in the world, from their abuſe. - Kings, 
miniſters, laws, phyſick, wine, riches, 
love, &c. But what he means by the 
acuteneſs of his maſter Houybnhnm, which 
daily convinced him of a thouſand faults 
in himſelf, whereof he had not the leaſt 
perception before ; 'and which, with us; 
would never be numbered, even among 
human infirmities, I confeſs, I can neither 
comprehend, nor conceive. * 


Upon the whole, I am. clearly of 
opinion, that he would more effectually 
have endeavoured to amend mankind, 
by putting the virtaes, and the ſuited 
practice of one, even imaginary good 
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man, in a fair and-amiable light, than 
by painting the depravities of the whole. 
ſpecies in the moſt odious colours, and 
attitudes! Who would not wiſh. rather 
to be the author of one Arcadia, than 
fifty Laputa s Lilliputs, and Honybnhnms. - 


I am fully ſatisfied, that exaggerated 
ſatire, never yet did any good, nor ever 
will. The only ſatire that can do any good 
is that which ſhews mankind to. them- 
ſelves, in their true light; and expaſce 
thoſe follies, vices and cortuptions of 
every kind, in all their abſurdities, defor- 
mities, and horrors, which. flattery, ſelf- 
love, and paffions of any kind, had hither- 
to hid from their eyes. That magnifying- 
glas; which enlarges all the” deform fea- 
tures into monſtrous dimentions, defeats 
its own purpoſe : for no man will ever 
know his own likeneſs in it: and, con- 


ſequently, tho' he may be ſhocked, he 
will not be amended by it. 


I cannot help thinking, that if Swir r 
had recovered one hour of rational reflec- 


tion 
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tion, after the ſignal chaſtiſement of 
his total infatuation, he would have num- 
bered his latter works, amon g the follies 
of his life; and lamented himſelf in a 
ſtrain ſomething like thoſe lines, which 


I have ſomewhere met with. 


O life how art thou made à ſcene, 
Of follies firſt and laſt; 

 _ in the preſent train, 
 Repining at the paſt. 


I am fick of this ſubject; a now 
has done with every thing relating to 
SWIFT, except ſome particularities in his 
conduct and character, which could not 
have fallen under your notice, and yet 

bh may be of ſome uſe to be known, which 


will draw upon you the trouble of ano- 
ther Letter or two, from 


Nur moſt faithful 
and moſt obedient 
bumble ſervant. 


2 


2 OST: 


[ 293] 
POSTSCRIPT. 


Upon reflection, my Lord, I am greatly 
ſurpriſed, that in writing of the 
Taboos, and the defilement of SwirT's 
imagination upon that ſubject, I 
ſhould fay nothing of himſelf; who 
was of a character ſo very contrary 


to thoſe hateful animals, which he 


ſo ſtrangely brutalized, even below 
brutality. 


The truth is, that he was in his perſon, 
one of the cleanlieſt men that ever 


lived; cleanly in every character and 
es ef u perſonal virtue, 
to the utmoſt exactneſs, and even 
feminine nicety. 


His hands were not a as thoſe 
of other men, with the utmoſt care, 
but his nails were kept pared to the 
quick, to guard againſt the leaſt ap- 
pearance of a ſpeck upon them, And as 
he walked much, he rarely dreſſed 

| him- 
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himſelf, without a baſon of water 
by his ſide, in which he dipt a towel, 
and cleanſed. his feet with the utmoſt 
exactneſs. 


He was not only remarkably cleanly, 
in his own perſon, but alſo a great, 

_ conſtant and earneſt recommender 

of it to others: - particularly the ladies 
of his acquaintance, e 


| Some of. exerciſe was — ne- 
_  ceflary, not only to health; but alſo 
to cleanlineſs. To keep thoſe pores 
of the ſkin free and clear, by which 
de great and important diſcharges of 
our frame, by inſenſible perſpiration, 
are performed. And without which, 
the human frame cannot be preſerved 
in any thing like its original * 
tion and Purity. 


Upon this 8 no 8 = 
- recurred to his acquaintance, of the 
other 
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other ſex, than this. Why do not you 

_ exerciſe? Why do not you exerciſe? 
Lou Ladies pique yourſelves upon no- 
thing more, than an exact cleanlineſs, 
and its conſequence, ſweetneſs ; and 
nothing can be wiſer, or better judged, 
than your doing ſo. But why will 

you not uſe the means, the proper 
means, to choſe deſirable ends? upon 
my conſcience, if you do not exerciſe, 
you cannot have = benefit, or ad- 
vantage of either. 


How then ſhall we, 8 with 
his own example and advice, how can 
we account for his branding the Ta- 
bros with ſo contrary a character, un- 
leſs from his own very falſe definition 
ol a nice man: or elſe (I had almoſt 
ſaid) from the * of cleanlineſs ? | 


8 But I retract the thought : ha had no- 
thing in the leaſt degree, hypocritical, 
or affected in him; unleſs the affec- 
tation, of diſclaiming all the ap- 
"i 8 pearance 
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pearance of piety, for fear of bringing 
its reality into queſtion. It could 
proceed then from nothing, but either 


tat general miſanthropy, which he 


had unhappily contracted; or an opi- 
nion, that he had a right to ſatiriſe 
a vice, (for ſloth and all its iſſue, are 
at leaſt perſonal vices) from which 
he himſelf was fo remarkably clear. 


But however, the fatire upon vice and 
the amendment of mankind by it, 
was his main view even in that abomi- 
nable picture, which he drew of 
the Tubvos; may, I think, be fairly 
concluded bum ++ own verſes on the 
death of the Doctor SwirT, which 
he puts in the mouth of an impartial 


man. 
As for bi 1 in a and proſe, 
T con myſel, if no judge of thoſe. 
Ner can I tell what criticks thought em, 
But this I know, all people bought em: 
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As with a moral view defign'd, 
To cure the vices of mankind. 


>» W 


And again, 


Perhaps I may allow the Dean 

Had too much ſatire in his vein, 

And feem'd determi n'd not to flarve it; 
Becauſe no age could more deſerve it---- 
Yet malice never was his aim: 

He laſh'd the vice, but ſpar d the name. 
His ſatire points at no defect, 


But what all mortals may correcł. 


Now it is evident that his ſatire upon the 
Yahoos, comes clearly within this laſt 
character, 


This is his comment upon his own in- 
tentions. And a man of his integrity 
and truth, hath an undoubted right 
to be believed upon his declaration 
of that integrity. 


N Upon 
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that I ſhall find full cr 


declaration, that I am very truly, 


Your LORDSHIP'S 


moſt faithful, &c. 


[179] 


SASESRISIUTSASSOSOSOGO #6 


LE FEE AV. 
My LoRD, 
N your nineteenth Letter, where you 
form a ſhort compariſon between 
Swirr and Pore; you obſerve of the 
latter, hut his manners were delicate, eafy, 
and engaging : and he treated his friends 
with a politeneſs that charmed, and à gene- 
refity that was much to his honour. Every 
gueſt was made happy within his doors : 
pleaſure dwelt under his roof, and elegance 


prefided at his table. Doctor Swirr was 
of a different diſpoſition. 


It muſt be owned, indeed, that SWI 
treated his friends in a very different 
manner : but yet moſt certainly, not with 
leſs elegance, politeneſs, or generoſity. 
Although for the moſt part under the 
contrary appearances. 


N 2 His 
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His way was, inſtead of preſſing or 
courting, rather to affect a kind of re- 
luctance, and fear of his being devoured 
by their cating and drinking with him. 


His meat was but little, yet much 
more than Mr. Pop's: and his wine, 
out of all proportion, more: and excel- 
lent in-its kind. And yet never beyond 
the moſt rational bounds of temperance. 


The truth is, he had not the leaſt 
turn, or inclination to intemperance of 
any kind, His taſte was juſt, in the 
main: though, I think, not remarkably 
critical. O's 

I have often heard him declare, that 
if a phillip of his finger would ſupport 
nature, he would never give himſelf the 
leaſt trouble, about the moſt delicate food 
upon earth, 


Here it is evident, he did not reſemble 
HoRACE: nor can he either on this, or 
any other account, be juſtly numbered 
of Ericurvus's herd. 


+ 
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I have alſo often heard both him, 


and another perſon, mention the manner 
of living at Mr. Poee's. 


There never was more than one pint 
of wine called for at night, among four 


of them; of which Mr. Pork having 


drank one or two little glaſſes, got up, 
and going to-bed, called to hem, Well 
gentlemen, I wiſh you a good night, I 
leave you to your Wine, 


I have already faid, that S w Ir T's 
meat was but little: by which expreſ- 
ſion I meant, that it was ſo, compara- 
tively, with the uſual entertainments of 
that country, It was at all times very 
moderate: and when thoſe perſons which 
he diſtinguiſhed in a particular manner, 
as Lady EUSTACE, Mrs. MooRE, &c. in- 
vited themſelves to dine with him (which. 
they muſt do, or want a dinner for him) : 
he always advanced to them money 
enough to buy a dinner, at a .certain 
rate for each: not exceeding one ſhilling 

N 3 2 
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a head; and would contend hard, that 
no more than ſix - pence, ſhould be 
allowed for the brat: ſo he called Lady 
EvusTAECE's daughter, now Mrs, 
'T1ICKELL. | 


This known character of SWI T's, 
occaſioned ſome humorous epigrams at 
that time: which, very poſſibly, might 
not have reached your Lordſhip. 


S WIr T's predeceſſor, Doctor Jo H 
STERN, was very hoſpitable: but not 
much diſtinguiſhed for taſte, either in 
wine, or victuals; plenty was all that he 
regarded. SW IF T's character, in theſe 
articles, hath already been ſhewn ; which 
occaſioned the following epigrams, which 
were written in the windows of the 
Deanery. 


Are the gueſts of this houſe, fill doom'd 
to be cheated? | 

Sure the fates have decreed, they by halves 

. fhall be treated, N 
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| In the days of good Jonx, if you came 

Hhiere to dine, 

Du had ſtore of good meat, no choice of 

good wine. 

In JoNATHON'Ss days, if you come here 
to eat, 

You've choice of good wine, no ſtore of 
good meat. 
O Jove, then how Fully might all ſides 
Be let, 
Would jt thou but conpep with this humble 

regueſt? : 
Put both Deans in one, or if that's too 
much trouble, 


Inſtead of the Deans, make the Deanery 
double. | 


ANOTHER. 


A Bard, on whom ProtBus his ſpirit 
beſtow'd, 
Reſolv'd to lg the Fae be ow d: 
Found out a new method, at —_— 
2 
And making tbe moſt of ſo mi 85 a by: 
Ang. 
N4 To 


&... 3 

To the Gop be d be grateful, but mortals 

bed chouſe, 

By making bis patron preſide in his houſe. 

And wiſely foreſaw, this — from 
thence, 

. That the Gop would in honour, bear moſt 

' „ 

= So the bard he finds drink, and leaves 
PoE Bus fo treat, 

With the thoughts he inſpires, regardleſs 
of meat. 

Hence they that come hither, expecting ts 

. —_-.. 

m_ Are akuays fobs'd of with err mit, and 


ſheer-wine., 


My LoRD, I had almoſt forgot to 
tell you, that thoſe little poems produced 
a copy of verſes from SwIr T, as genteel, 
and finely imagined, in his way, as any 
he ever wrote: but as I imagine they 
are publiſhed in ſome of the editions of 
his works, I ſhall not now trouble either 
you or the world with them. 


The 
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The title was, 


APOLLO to the DEAN. 
And they began thus. 


Right truſty, and ſo forth, we give you 
to know, 

That we're very ill us d, by you mortals be- 
low, &c. © | 


Your Lordſhip obſerves, among other 
parts of SW1F T's character, that to 
his domeſtics he was org and 
churliſh, 


It muſt be owned he was ſo, my Lord, 
but churliſh only in appearance: for he 
was, in truth, one of the beſt maſters in 
the world. He allowed his ſervants board- 
wages, at the higheſt rate then known: 
which was four ſhillings a-week. And 
if he employed them about any thing 
new or extraordinary out of the ordi- 

nary 
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nary courſe of their ſervice, he always 
paid them, as he would any other per- 
ſons, to the full value of their work: 
and theſe emoluments, with the frag- 
ments from his table, he expected ſhould 
maintain them in viduals, and every thing 
elſe, but the liveries which he gave 
them. And if they had not frugality 
enough to keep within this compaſs, it 
was judged reaſon ſufficient for diſ- 
charging them. 


On the other hand, as ſoon as they 
had faved a full year's wages, he con- 
ſtantly paid them legal intereſt for it; 
and took ſingular delight in ſeeing it 
accumulated to a ſum, that might ſet 
them up in the world, in caſe he died; 
or they found it adviſable to quit his 
ſervice: which they ſeldom did. 


Among other ſervants of various cha- 
rafters, he had a cook-maid of a large 
fize, and very robuſt conſtitution : and 
| ſuch a face, as in the ſtile of Ladies, 
| would 
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would be termed plain: that is, much 
roughed with the ſmall - Sage and fur- 
rowed by age. 


This woman he always diſtinguiſhed 
by the appellation of fweet-heart. 


She happened one day to over-roaſt, 


to a great degree, the only joint he had 


for dinner; upon which, he ſent up for 

her; and in a very calm tone, ſweet-beart 
take this down to the kitchen, and do it 

leſs: ſhe anſwered, that was impoſſible. 


Pray, ſays he, if you had roaſted it too 
little, could you have mended that fault? 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe could with eaſe. Why then, 
ſweet-heart, let me adviſe you, if you muſt 
commit a fault, commit a fault that can 
be mended, 


Then turning to the company, he 
cried; You ſee, gentlemen, how I bear 
this; and yet I can aſſure you, this was 
the very * that tried Jos's patience 


and 


1 
and got the better of it, when none of 
his other calamities could; to wait for his 
victuals, as we have done, a great while, 
and then have them ſent up to him 
roaſted to rags. 


But this was long before the outra- 
gious reign of his paſſions. 


I have heard the Dean often charged 
with ill- nature: indeed I cannot remem- 
ber any one inſtance of that kind. But, 
J believe, I might recollect many of a 
contrary kind, I ſhall trouble your Lord- 
ſhip with one only. 


A ſober, well-behaved young man of 
his choir, going out one day a ſhoot- 
ing, met with a very unhappy accident 
from his gun. As ſoon as Swirr was 
informed of it, (which happened to be 
at a time when I was fitting with him) 
he expreſſed great concern: and pauſing 
a little, well, ſays he, this will be a good 
time, at once to reward merit, and re- 

| lieve 
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lieve diſtreſs: I will make him a Vicar: 
and accordingly did fo in the inſtant. 


Having mentioned his choir, I think 
this a proper opportunity of obſerving 
upon his conduct towards them, as 
Dean. | | 


Having no ſkill in muſick himſelf, he 
always adviſed with perſons that had, 
before he preferred any man in his choir. 
The perſon he chiefly conſulted with, 
and confided in on thoſe occaſions, was 
Doctor Joun EcLin: as compleat a man, 
and as fine a gentleman, as any of his 
age. Beſides his {kill in polite literature, 
and that of his own profeſſion (divinity) - 
he was highly diſtinguiſhed for mathe- 
matical learning : and had a thorough 
knowlege and fine taſte, in that branch 
of it, which treats of muſick. 
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He was a perſon, . who ſet (among 
other things excellently well done) 
SWIFT'sS celebrated Cantata, in a man- 


ner 
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ner, which nothing ever did, or can 
excel. 


Though SwirT had no ſkill in mu- 
ſick, nor ear for its beauties; yet he 
had ear enough, for a moft ridiculous 
and droll imitation of it: which ſuffi- 
ciently appeared from the inſtructions. he 
gave about the ſetting of that Cantata : 
and from another accident which hap- 
pened one Sunday evening, when I was 
_ preſent, among ſome other of SwirT's 
friends. oy | 


Tou. RossENGRAVvE was juſt then 
returned from Italy: and Doctor PRA Tr, 
then provoſt of the College, who was 
not long returned from thence, and was 
far gone in the Italian taſte; had gone that 
morning to St. PATRICK's, to hear him 
play a voluntary, and was in high rap- 
tures in praiſe of it. Upon which, ſome 
of the company wiſhed they had heard 
it; Sw1FT cried out, you ſhall hear it 
this minute; I'Il ſing it for you. And 

imme- 
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immediately ſang out as ridiculous, and 
as lively an imitation of it as ever was- 
heard: full as ridiculous as CLyNncn's. “ 
imitation of a huntſman, and a pack 
of hounds. Upon which, the company 
burſt into a loud pale of laughter: all 
but one old gentleman, who looked ſeri- 
ous all the time: and being aſked how 
he could keep his countenance, very 
gravely anſwered; That he had heard Mr. 
Ross8ENGRAVE himſelf, play it in the 
morning. An anſwer, which you may, 
well imagine did not leſſen the mirth. 
Nothing was ever more critical, or con- 
ſcientious than SwiFT was, in promot- 
ing the members of his choir, according 
to their merits. An inſtance of this I 
had from a perſon preſent when the 
thing happened. 


My Lady CaRTRERET, then in Dublin, 
applied to him for a Vicarage, in favour 
of a man who had been warmly recom- 
mended to her, and whom {he as 
| *The famous CLYNCH of Barnet. 
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warmly recommended to him. His an- 
ſwer was; 


Upon my conſcience, madam, if you 
applied to me for a Deanery, or a Biſhop- 
rick, and it were in my power to give it, 
you ſhould have it in an inſtant. Becauſe 
thoſe are preferments where merit is 
no way concerned. But in this, madam, 
my conſcience, and my credit, interpoſe. 
For this man's merit is to be brought 
to the teſt every day. And how muſt 
I appear, either to my own conſcience, 
or to the eye of the world, if I prefer 
undeſerving perſons to ſuch ſtations! 
I know nothing of muſick, madam; I 
would not give a farthing for all the 
muſick in the univerſe. For my own 
part, I would rather ſay my prayers 
without it. But as long as it is thought 
by the ſkilful, to contribute to the dig- 
nity of the publick worſhip, by the 
bleſſing of God it ſhall never be diſ- 
graced by me: nor, I hope, by any 
of my ſucceſibrs; as long as this poor, 


oppreſ- 
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oppreſſed church of Ireland laſts, which 
I think (as things go) cannot be long. 


My Lord, I intended to have taken 
my final leave both of you and Swirr 
in this place; but find I cannot do it fo 
ſoon. 


I find ſuch an impreſſion upon my 
mind, as we uſually feel upon the laſt 


parting with friends we love; and there- 


fore it is natural to ſtrive to detain them 
4 little longer. | 


Beſides, I think, I have ſomething 
more to ſay of Swirr, which your 
Lordſhip will always be glad to remem- 
ber; and this is my beſt apology for 
adding another trouble to this, from, 
my Lord, 


Your moſt faithful, 
| and moſt obedient, &c. 
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Having, in the preceding Letter, given 
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POSTSCRIPT. 


fome account of SwirT's conduct to- 
wards his ſervants, I muſt own, to my 
ſhame, that I had almoſt totally for- 
gotten to mention the monument erected 
to one of them, in the ſouth iſle of his 
cathedral, in a ſmall piece of ſtatuary- 
marble; with this inſcription. 


Here lieth the body of 
ALEXANDER MaGEs, ſervant to Doctor 
Swirr, Dean of St. Patricks. 


His grateful maſter cauſed this monument 
to be erected in memory of his diſcre- 


tion, fidelity, and diligence, | in that 
humble ſtation. 


Ob. Mar : 24, 1721. Etat. 29. 


This was the ſervant Gen known to all 


SWIFT'S friends, by the name of Saun- 
ders; which was the appellation by 
which SwirT always named him. 


The 
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The Dean was remarkably kind to 
him throughout the courſe of ſeveral 
years, ſpent in his ſervice; and more 
particularly throughout the courſe of 
a tedious illneſs, under which he la- 
boured for many months before he 


died. 


The candid reader will, I hope, forgive 
me, that I add this little anecdote. 


In the original draught, which I ſaw 
in the Dean's own hand-writing, it 
ſtood thus--- 


»--His grateful Friend, and maſter, &c. 


A gentleman of the Dean's acquain- 
tance, much more diſtinguiſhed for 
vanity than wiſdom, prevailed upon 
him to leave out the word Friend, 
and only write, his grateful maſter ; 
and this in contradiction to a known 
maxim of his own; that an affec- 

O 2 tionate, 
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tionate, and faithful ſervant, ſhould 


always be conſidered in the character 
of an humble friend. 


Go, gentle reader, and imitate, if 
thou canſt, the humility and gratitude 
of ſuch a maſter. 
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My Lov, 

HE indignation which always 
ſeized me upon looking into 
thoſe poems of SwirT's, which have 
given moſt offence, and apparently not 
without good reaſon: hindered me till 
very lately, from ever reading them over. 
But upon reflection, I thought it incum- 
bent upon me, as I had in ſome meaſure 
taken up the character (I will not fay 
of a critic, but of a candid obſerver) 
upon the ſeveral reflections that have been 
paſt upon him in the world : to examine, 
and conſider more carefully, thoſe parts 
of his writings, which have been moſt 
cenſured ; and which I had before paſt 
over in diſguſt, And, -upon the whole, 
the judgment that reſts upon my mind, 
after the moſt e diſquiſition into 

them, is this. 
O 3 That 
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That they are the preſcriptions of an 


able phyſician, who had, in truth, the 
health of his patients at heart, but laboured 


to attain that end, not only by ſtrong 


emeticks, but alſo, by all the. moſt 
nauſeous, and offenſive drugs, and potions, 
that could be adminiſtred. But yet not 
without a mixture of the fineſt ingredients 
that could poſſibly be imagined, and 
contrived, to take off the offence, which 
the reſt fo juſtly gave. 


Give me leave to inſtance in two 
paſſages of his poem called STREPHoN 
and CLOE. 


The firſt is as follows, 


Fair decency, celeſtial maid, 
Deſcend from heav'n, to beauty's aid, 
| Tho' beauty may beget deſire, 
Tis thou muſt fan the lovers fre: 
For beauty, like ſupreme dominion, 
Is beſt ſupported by opinion: 
If decency bring no ſupphes, 
Opinion falls, and beauty dies. 
The 
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The next is in the eight concluding 
lines of the ſame poem. 


On ſenſe and wit your paſſions found, 
By decency cemented round, 

Let prudence with good-nature ſtrive, 
To keep efteem, and love alive. 
Then come old age when &er it will, 
Your friendſhip ſhall continue ſtill: 
And thus a mutual gentle fire, 
Shall never, but with life, expire. 


P gen Lats = 8 — 


Although many other parts of this 
poem will be read with pain; theſe, I 
think, and ſome others, muſt always 
be remembred with pleaſure and profit: 
and muſt be conſidered under the charac- 
ter of ſuch medicines, as not only tend 
to remove the diſtemper in his patients, 
and ſtrengthen their conſtitutions againſt 
them, for the future; but alſo, as pre- 
ventives, plague- water, and other anti- 
peſtilential preſcriptions (by Phyſicians 
called alexipharmacks) to guard others 
from the infection. 


04 My 
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My Lord, if I remember rightly, you 
have very judiciouſly obſerved, upon 
Sw1FT's great attention to the economy 
of his cathedral; inſomuch, that he 
would not ſuffer a ſhilling of it to be 
alienated from its proper ufe; even for 
the purpoſes of charity. If any thing of 
that kind was propoſed, his anſwer was, 
that this money was appropriated ; but 
he would give out of his own pocket, 
in proportion to his income, as much 
towards any charitable purpoſe as any 
of them would, in proportion to theirs. 
Then turning to the perſon that made 
the propoſal. 


| You Sir, declare upon your conſcience, 
that the perſon you now deſire to be re- 
lieved, is a proper object of chriſtian 
charity. My Deanery is worth ſeven 
hundred pounds a year; your Prebend 
worth two; if you will give two ſhillings 
to this charity I will give ſeven ; or any 
greater ſum in the ſame proportion. 


His 
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His attention to the repairs of his ca- 
thedral was very remarkable; and, I be- 
lieve, it will be found, upon enquiry, that 
greater ſums have been applied to the ſolid 
ſupport, preſervation and ornament of that 
cathedral, in his time, that in any pre- 
ceding period, from its building. 


The truth is, my Lord, honeſty al- 
ways was conſpicuous, and predominant 
in his whole conduct; and he carried 
it even to the article of converſation; 
in which, he thought, every man had 
as much right to his ſhare, as he had 
in any other commerce, or tranſaction 
of life. As much as he had to his 
ſhare of the victuals at the table. And 


this he hath illuſtrated in that fine 


part of the poem 0 4 Lady, who de- 


fired him to worite verſes on ber, in the 


beroic ſtile. 


Yeu muſt learn, if you would gain us, | 
With good ſenſe to entertain us. 


Scholars, 
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Scholars, when good ſenſe deſcribing, 


Call it taſting and imbibing. 
Metaphoric meat and drink, 
J to underſtand and think. 
We may carve for others thus, 
And let others carve for us. 

To diſcourſe and to attend, 
Is to help yourſelf and friend. 
Converſation is but carving : 
Carve to all, yourſelf are flarving, 
Give no more to every gueſt 
Than he's able to digeſt. 
Give him always of the prime; 
And but little at a time. 
Carve to all but juſt enough, 
Let them neither ſtarve nor fluff. 
And that you may have your due, 
Let your neighbours carve for you. 


And I am told that he hath 
plained of the avarice, and mon 


of others, in that article, particularly of 
Mr. Prior. And that being aſked, if 


he did not think Mr. PRIOR a very 
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companion, he anſwered, He would 
certainly be a very good companion if 
he were a fair one. But be leaves no 
elbow room for others. 5 


Sw1FT's own conduct was ſtrictly con- 
formable to this maxim of his own. 


T never ſpeak more than one minute at 
a time, and when that is done, I wait at 
leaſt as long for others, to take up the con- 
der ſation: but if they do not think fit to 
do fo, I then have a right to begin again. 


After honeſty, charity, I think, took 
up the next place in his heart. And 
that of his lending out a large ſum of 
money in ſmall portions, to honeſt, in- 
duſtrious, and neceſſitous tradeſmen, was 
very conſpicuous, He lent it out at a 
very ſmall intereſt; and ſuch as barely 
ſufficed for a very moderate maintenance, 
or rather gratuity, to the perſon who kept 
the account of the diſburſements and 
weekly payments, 


Theſe 
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Theſe payments he expected ſhould 


be made out of the weekly profits of their 


trade, till the whole was repaid, within 
the compaſs of fifty weeks----This, my 
Lord, will, I believe, be allowed one of the 
moſt chriſtian, ſocial, and well-judged 
charities, that ever was deviſed. 


It hath been, indeed, objected to it, 
that it was calculated to keep up his 


popularity with the weavers! but this, 


to my certain knowlege, is utterly falſe. 
For it was equally open to every other 
trade in the city: and required no other 
recommendation, than that of an honeſt, 
and neceſſitous induſtry. _ 


I have often wondered at Sw1FT's 
being charged with irreligion; when 
he hath left ſo many clear proofs of the 
contrary behind him; ſome of thoſe 
I have already mentioned, and might 
mention many more. But that of his 
birth-day ode to STELLA, 1726-7, abun- 


dantly 
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dantly ſupercedes the neceſſity of any 
other proof, of his true chriſtian belief. 


Even you, my Lord, have hinted 
that an idle paſſage in the voyage to Lilli- 
put, glanced at the reſurrection. 


I have, conſidered it ſeriouſly; and 
can only number it among thoſe wild ſin- 
gularities, with which he hath taken 
more than ſufficient pains, to furniſh 
thoſe imaginary, and unimportant travels 


I have often wondered, why great 
wits have ſo often given offence upon 
the article of religion; and am of opinion 
that a friend of mine hath hit upon 
the true cauſe. His reaſoning was thus. 


Wits, he ſaid, were that denomination 
of men, which of all others moſt needed 
the conſtant uſe of the Lord's-Prayer, 
becauſe they were much more in the 
power of temptation, than any others. 


Wit, he ſaid, loved to be ſeen, as 
much as beauty. Is that talent which 
delights 


[ 206 |] 


delights above all others, to vaunt itſelf; 
and ſeeks out for itſelf more occaſions 
of doing ſo, than any other. It is a 
quick - fighted faculty, which finds out 
alluſions and refemblances of things, 
ſeemingly moſt diſtant and unlike: and 
when it hath found them out, its 
greateſt delight is to ſhew them: and there- 
fore can ſeldom reſiſt the pride, and 
pleaſure of doing ſo; be the ſubje& 
what it will, or the occaſions never fo 
improper. 
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he faculty of wit, is to find like- 


neſſes, not diſcern differences. 


I ſhall trouble your Lordſhip, but 
with two other partes relating to 
SWIFT. 
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One was, his fingular attention to the 
ſtyle of every man that preached in his 
church. 


As ſoon as any one got up into the 
_ he pulled out his pencil, and a 
piece 
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piece of paper, and carefully noted every 
wrong pronunciation, or expreſſion, that 
fell from him. Whether too hard, or 
ſcholaſtic (and of conſequence, not ſuf- 
ficiently intelligible to a vulgar hearer) 
or ſuch as he deemed, in any degree, 
improper, indecent, flovenly, or mean; 
and thoſe, he never failed, to admoniſh 
the preacher of, 'as ſoon as he came 
into the chapter-houſe. A conduct which 
I believe, you, my Lord, will judge of, 
as I do: and conclude, it muſt be of 
great conſequence to all the preachers 
that came within his reach; eſpecially 
the younger fort, 


The other point, I beg leave to mention, 
was his ſtrict, religious attention to the 
revenues of his Deanery, for the benefit 
of his ſucceſſors. Inſomuch that he 
never failed to facrifice his own preſent. 
emoluments, to the reaſonable proſpects 
of a future, ſufficient maintenance for 
them: which' you alſo have taken no- 
tice of: yet let me add, that one inſtance 
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of this appeared moſt remarkably in the 
great decline, and almoſt total decay of his 
underſtanding. 


He had reſolved, many years before, 
never to renew a certain leaſe of lands 
belonging to the Deanery, without raiſing 
the rent thirty pounds a year. 


The tenant had often applied to him 
for a renewal upon other terms; but to 
no purpoſe. And finding now, that 
Swirr's underſtanding was in the decay; 
and his avarice remarkably predominant; 
he thought this the proper ſeaſon to make 
his laſt effort, for a renewal; and tempt 
him with a fine: a temptation, which 


he was ſure the Dean could not reſiſt 
in thoſe circumſtances. 


Accordingly he made his attempt; but 
to as little purpoſe as ever he had done 
before : the Dean was immoveable. He 


refuſed a large fine at a time when 
he loved money, incomparably beyond 
| | any 
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any thing elſe in this world! and raiſed 
the rent, as he had long ſince reſolved 


. 3 


to do. 5 


Two things are, J think, well worth 
our obſervation upon this conduct. 


The firſt is, the uprightneſs, and in- 
tegrity, and ſteadineſs of his reſolutions: 
which being once rightly fixed, could 
never be removed: not even when his 
underſtanding had almoſt totally failed 
him. NE 5 


I viſited him the next day after the 
renewal of this leaſe. And enquiring 
after his health, he told me (in a tone of 
heavy complaint) that his memory was 
almoſt totally gone, and his underſtanding 
going: But that he had yeſterday done 
ſomething for the benefit of his ſucceſ- 
for, he had forgot what; but Doctor 
Wirsox (who then lived in the houſe 
with him) would tell me.- I enquired, 
and was informed of this renewal, as 
I have now related it. 
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The next thing worth our obſervation, 

upon this point, is the wiſdom of that 
remarkable inſtinct with which God hath 
endowed the human kind! generally con- 
ſidered only as an obſtinacy inherent to 
old age: but, in truth, a moſt noble 
and guardian inſtinct, that will not let us 
change thoſe reſolutions and principles, 
in the decline of our underſtandings, 
which were formed and fixed in its 
full ſtrength. hs 
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1 have no more to add, but that I 
am, my Lord, with very great regard, 
and ſtrict truth, 
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Your LoRDsHiP's 
moſt faithful, 
and moſt obedient 
bumble ſervant, &e. 
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IL E T T E R. XVI. 


Mr Loxd, 

Shall but too probably incur, what 1 

ſhould be much concerned for, ſome 
degree of your . contempt for deſcending 
to ſuch Minutiz as that of SwirT's 
punning. A talent, which he was wont 
to fay, no man ever deſpiſed that excelled 
in it. 


I ſhall venture however, in hopes of 
forgiveneſs in ſome of your leſs ſerious 
hours; and in full confidence of a ſafe 
protection from PLUTARCH. 


SwI1FT had great quickneſs and felicity 
that way, and the old Earl of PPM IROkx, 
then Lord Lieutenant of Treland (a man 
too great and good to be added as a 
| ſeventh to the uſurers, and muderers of 
FP 2 SWIPT'S 
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Swirr's ſextum virate ) was a great 
encourager of that humour in converſation, 
And SwirT happening to be at the caſtle 
one day when a learned phyſician wk 
reading a long lecture to his excellency, 
upon the nature and qualities of bees, 
calling them on every occaſion, a nation, 
and a common-wealth ; yes, my Lord, 
ſays SwiFT, they are a very ancient 
nation. You know, my Lord, Moszs 


takes notice of them; he numbers the 


Hivites among thoſe nations which Joſhua 
was appointed to conquer, | 


At another time, being in a company, 
where a lady whiſking about her long 
train (long trains were then in faſhion) 

*The greateſt benefactor to Ireland, the greateſt 


encourager of learning, and greateſt example of true 


generoſity and chriſtian piety, that this country hath . 


exhibited there, at leaſt within the compaſs of this 
century. He made a progreſs through the kingdom 
to learn its true condition. And beſides many other 
inſtances of munificence, he left five pounds to the 
poor of the pariſh, wherever he dined, and ten pounds 
wherever he lay. And I am well aſſured, beyond 
all poſſibility of doubt, that he gave 20001. in cha- 
rity (in his progreſs towards Ireland) between Londen 
and Hollybead. en 


ED ſwept 


Cn 
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ſwept down a fine fiddle, and broke it; 
SWIFT cried out, | 


— ve miſere nimium uicixa Cre- 
mond. 

I could recount others, but I chuſe 

rather to check my own diſpoſition, 


than any longer run the riſque, of offend- 


ing yours. 


Give me leave to remove. from his 
puns, to ſome particularities of, his 
converſation and manners. 


1 obſerved in ome former Letter on 
SwirT's behaviour to his ſervants : it 
may not perhaps be unacceptable to men- 


tion ſomething of his manner of hiring 
them. y 


Humility was always the teſt by which 
he tried them. Among other queſtions, 
he always aſked, Whether they under- 
ſtood the cleaning of ſhoes. Whether 
they anſwered, that they did, or did 
not; he always added, my kitchen- 

| 24 wench 
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drudgery, one conſtant buſineſs of my 
groom, and footman, is to clean her 
ſhoes by turns, 


If they ſtomached this, he inſtantly 
turned them off; but if they humbh 
ſubmitted he gave them farther hearing 


(by the way his cook was his Kitchen. 


wench. 


"The ſtile of his converſation was very 
much of a piece with that of his writings; 
conciſe, and clear, and ſtrong, 


Being one day at a ſheriff s feaſl, wha 
among other toaſts called out to him, 
Mr. Dean, the trade of Ireland. He 
anſwered quick ; Sir, I drink no mem. 
ries. 


He arin ig ome el wonder, why 
there were ſo many Jacobites in England, 
not long after the late King's acceſſion, 
and being aſked, What he thought could 
be the reaſon ; ; he anſwered, The mi- 


niſters 


„ wy a 


[*2is_] 
niſters might thank themſelves. When 
Ind myſelf in pain, as I lie upon my right 
fide, I naturally turn to my left; though 
d 7 have no proſpect of being better there ; '3 
but perhaps aorſe. | | 
He was a mortal enemy to armies. 
And it appears plainly from his project 
for the advancement of religion, that 
his opinion of the vices, ignorance, and 
irreligion then reigning amongſt them, 
made him ſo. I have heard, and hope 
that things are ſince mended. He held 
their Cant of honour (as he called it) in 
the utmoſt contempt; as you have ſhewn 
in a quotation from him. And whenever 
he heard that any one of them (or in- 
deed any other) was killed in a duel, 
he aſked, what was become of the other, 
is not he killed too. I they told him 
he was not, he anſwered, I'm ſorry for 
it---thoſe quarrelfom wretches are the 
peſt of ſociety, The beſt thing they 
can do in this world is to cut one 0 
throats as faſt as they can. | 
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| . | He greatly admired the talents of | the 


late Duke of Wnakrox (as the Duks 
did his) who one day dining with the 


Dean, and recounting ſeveral wild fro- 


licks he had run thro' ; You have had your 
frolicks, my Lord, ſays the Dean. My 
Lord, let me recommend one more to 
you; take a frolick to be virtuous; take 
my word for it, that one will do you 
more honour than all the other frolicks 


of your whole life. 


The Duke thanked him, and neces 


he would; but was too much uſed to 
n his promiſes. 


An incident happened at a viſitation 
at Trim, which ſhewed that SWIFT had 


great. talents for ſpeaking. 


The Biſhop had reflected with ſome 
rehighiicl (which the Dean confidered as 
rudeneſs) upon one of his clergy. The 
Dean took no notice of it at that time; 

3 
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but the next day being at a ſynod, when 
all the clergy had a right to ſpeak as 
well as the Biſhop. The Dean took | 
notice of the treatment which his 
Lordſhip had given to one of his bre- 
thren the day before; and rebuked the 
Biſhop, apparently, in the moſt gentle 
and reſpectful manner, and with great 
coolneſs of temper ; but at the ſame time, 
with as much ſeverity, and fine ſatire, 
and in one of the fineſt ſpeeches that 
ever was uttered, as I have been aſſured 
by a good judge then preſent. 


If this talent was diſcerned in him 


by men in power, it was poſſibly one 
reaſon why he never was raiſed to the 
houſe of Lords. 


It is certain, that the general con- 
tempt he had for mankind, would have 
given him great advantages in ſpeaking 
in public, he would have eaſily been 
governed by that advice ſaid to be given 
by SOCRATES to ALCIBIADESz to con- 
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fider all his hearers as ſo many cabbage. 


ſtalks. 


Your Lordſhip hath obſerved that 
his ſpirit of politicks was confined with- 
in his own breaſt for many years. 


The truth is he confidered Ireland as a 
ſcene too little for his genius, and when he 
had attained to the heighth of Viſb eſteem 
and applauſe, for his Drapier's Letters; ; 
1 have often heard him wiſh, that 
another perſon, who he thought pre- 
tended to ſome rivalſhip in wit with him, 
had been the author of them. The praiſe 
which attended thoſe little performances, 
he ſaid, would make that gentleman 


very happy. 


| Your Lordſhip hath alſo obſerved of 
him, that he told a ſtory admirably. well. 
He did ſo. And let me add, that the 
moſt effectual way of paying court to 
him, was to liſten with attention ; 
altho' he ſometimes told them too 
often. 


One 
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One day in company with Doctor 
HrLsHAM, who ſeemed to be ſomewhat 


abſent when the Dean was ſpeaking, he 


ſtopt ſhort, and cried out; Id give fifty 
pounds that you were as good a liſtner 
as Doctor DELANY. 


His wit was, for the moſt part, foun- 
ded upon good ſenſe; which intitled 
him to the character of my Lord Bacoy, 
ſtrong in the chace and nimble in the 
turn. | 


Happening to be in company with a 
petulant young man who prided himſelf 
in ſaying pert things to the Dean. And 


at aſt getting up with ſome conceited 


jeſticulations, cned out, You muſt know, 
Mr. Dean, that I ſet up for a wit. Do 
you ſo, fays the Dean, then take my ad- 
vice, and fit down again. 


A gentleman who profeſſed a great 


eſteem for the Dean, nevertheleſs took 
the firſt opportunity to do him the worſt 


office 
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office that an enemy could do: and 


the moment he had done it, ſent a com- 


mon friend to make an apology to the 
Dean, and deſire the continuance of his 
friendſhip. 


The friend applied himſelf accordingly; 
but when he found that all his colour- 
able excuſes had no weight, he then 
pointed his finger to his forehead. You 
know, Sir, our poor friend is ſometimes @ 


little diſordered here. 


I know, ſaid the Dean, in a very 
grave ſerious accent, that he is a madman, 
And if that were all, no man living could 
commiſerate his condition more than my- 
ſelf. But, Sir, he is a madman, poſleſt 
by the deyil--- renounce him. fo 


Being one day at a viſitation-dinner, 
a clergyman, who valued himſelf more 
upon his wit than he ought: and often 
miſtook a rough . kind of , abuſe for keen 
rallery, took it in his head to exerciſe 
his talents upon the Dean, and did . ſq 


very 
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very licentiouſly. The Dean heard him 
as calmly as if he had not heard him: 
not taking the leaſt notice, nor making 
any kind of anſwer to any thing 
that he faid. At length, the Biſhop 
interpoſed, and checked the petulance 


of the ſnarl: (for that was the name 
he was known by). 


The Dean immediately got up, and 
begged that no reſtraint might be laid 


upon the gentleman. Mouus, my Lord, 


was always admitted to the feaſts of the 


Gods, and privileged to ſay what he pleaſed 
there. | 


Having begun this Letter with a de- 
fence of one of SwirT's levities, his 


punning. I muſt beg leave to conclude 
it with the defence of another, his riddles. 


. SwIFT compoſing riddles, you tell us, is 


_T1TI1AN painting draft-boards. Which muſt 


bave been inexcuſable, while there remained 


4 fign-poſt painter in the world. 
With 
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With great ſubmiſſion, my Lord, this 
is a very great miſtake, A riddle may 


be as fine painting as any other in the 


world. It requires as ſtrong an ima- 
gination, as fine. colouring, and as 
exact a proportion, and keeping, as any 
other hiſtorical painting, The only dif- 


ference is, (and that ſurely is difference 


enough) that it is not always employed 
upon ſubjects, ſo intereſting and impor- 
tant. And yet SwiFrT hath made his 
Pethox the Great, a piece truly hiſtorical 
and learned; with as many fine and 
ſtrong ſtrokes of ſatire as in any of Ho- 
GARTH's. I only wiſh, the ſubject had 
been leſs diſagreeable, and the colouring 
in ſome places, leſs ſtrong. | 


Riddles, my Lord, are not the daub 
of dulneſs; they are ſtrictly and properly 
the play of wit: as innocent, mirthful 
and inoffenſive, as any other play (but 
perhaps too youthful in ſome characters) 
and may, for ought I know, like ſome 
exerciſes in the academy, contribute not 

| _ anly 


'T 2as } 
only to recreation, but alſo to health and 
ſtrength, and be proper preparatives to 
ſcrious and important aCtion. 8 


From argument, let us proceed to 
authority. And, I think, we need ſeek 
for no higher than that of Sw1FT's maſter, 
BuTLER, Whoſe deſcription of the en- 
chanted caſtle, Canto 2. part, 1. is, to all 
intents and purpoſes, as much a riddle, 
as any in SwiFr T's works. And yet 
was never deemed a deſpicable part of 
BUTLER' 8. 


Thus grave and ſolemn, they march on, 
Until quite thro the town they bad gone. 
At further end of which there flands, 
An ancient caſtle, that commands 

Th' adjacent parts ; in all the fabrick, 
You ſhall not ſee one flone, nor a brick. 
But all of wood, by powerful ſpell, 

Of magic, made impregnable. 

There's neither iron-bar nor gate, 
Port-cullis, chain, nor bolt, nor grate. 


And 
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"And yet men durance there abide, 
In dungeon, ſcarce three inches wide; 
With roof fo low, that under it, 
They never fland, but lie, or fit. 
And yet fo foul, that whoſo is in, 
Ts to the middle leg in priſon. 
Te circle magical confin'd, 
With walls of ſubtle air and wind. 
Which none are able to break thorough, 


Until they are freed by head of borough. 


I need not tell your Lordſhip, though 
poſſibly it may be information to ſome 
few of my readers, that modern riddles 
have ſucceeded to the ænigmas of the 
ancients: and are, indeed, the ſame thing, 
under another form. But with this dif- 
ference, that they are now the play of 


wit, . as they were then deemed the work 


of wiſdom. 


There is an inſtance of this kind in 


the author now quoted, . Canto 1. part 2. 
| which I call an aſtronomical ænigma: 


and perhaps as fine in its kind as ever 


The 


( 225 ] 
The moon pull d of her vail of light, 
That hides her face by day from fight. 
(Myſterious vail, of brightneſs made 
That's both ker luſtre, and her ſhade) 

Aid in the night as freely ſhone, 

As if her rays had been her own. 


And here, my Lord, I leave you 
to enjoy her, like Amer: in all her 
beauty. And am, 


Your moſt faithful, Ke. 
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LETTER XVII 


My LosD, 


: AVING taken upon me in the 


preceding Letter, to object to 
your ſeemingly too contemptuous cen- 
ſure of Swirr's lighter and leſs impor- 
tant productions and amuſements; it 


would ill become the character I have 
taken, wholly to paſs by unnoticed, your 


ſeverer cenſures upon him, and not him 
alone. 


I ſhall recount ſome of the paſſages 
as they occur to me in your Letters: 
and either take ſuch notice of them as 
may not, I hope, miſbecome me, or leave 
them to be re- conſidered by your Lordſhip, 
in your more ſerious and retired hours. 
Pardon me, if I add, your hours of 
humiliation. 


— 


In 
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In your ſeventh Letter, p. 78, you com- 
pare his works to a Chaos, and then add, 
«and yet the incoherency of. ſituation 
« is, perhaps, one of the moſt excuſable 
ce faults in the collection. For the mate- 
ce rials are of ſo different, and fo in- 


* congruous a nature, that it ſeems as 


« if the author (who was in reality the 
te editor) imagined the publick under 
e an abſolute neceflity of accepting the 


& baſeſt coin from the ſame hand that 


« * had exhibited the pureſt,” “ 


My Lord, when you ſhall RI; to 
be ſeriouſly, that the baſeſt coin 
conſiſts either of lead or braſs, -or both 
united, you will perhaps conclude, that 
this heavy cenſure (I dare not call it abuſe) 
would leſs miſbecome the pen of 'a----or a 
than the name, character, and polite- 
neſs (hereditary politeneſs) of the noble 
tranſlator of PLINv. 


The 1 of another nobleman, 


not leſs 3 either for parts or 
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politeneſs, was much more tender: hear- 
ing this collection of SWI T's works 
cehſured, as containing a great deal of 
ſtuff in it: he anſwered; there is indeed 
ud in it, but it is Swi#T's ff 


But, ſuppoſing ſome of his pieces to 
be, what you are pleaſed to call them, 
ſome of the baſeſt coin; pray, my Lord, 
does nothing give coin its value but the 
materials of which it is made: ſuppoſing 
the caſt to have a ſtrong reſemblance 
of the original; is that queſtion oboſe 
image and ſuperſcription hath it of no 
moment in this caſe ? Dots the _ 
Ge, and fine impreſſion ad poliſh, add 
hs valie to it? doubtlef they de, my 
Lord; they add that kind of medalick 
value by which we rate ſome ancient 


coins: fiot at all regarding the intrinſic 
we of the materials. 


. other coins of the ſame in- 
trinſick value, become quickly contemp- 


Ude for want of thoſe advanithges : and 
ae 


a”. Ws YT "S 
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are conſidered only as ſo many clumſ 
and barbarous maſſes of innert, unforme 
or (what is worſe) ill- formed matter. | 


In the ſame Letter, p. 82, you 
compare the friendſhip of Sw] IFT and 
SHERIDAN to that of THESEUS and 
P:r1THOUS: you add, indeed, but the 
*© friendſhip that cemented the two ancient 
&* heroes, probably commenced from mo- 


< tives very different from thoſg which 
© united the two modern divines.” 


I heartily wiſh, my Lord, you had 
hon a little more explicit, and had more 
diſtinctly acquitted them, at leaſt of thoſe 
monſtraus enormities which cemented 
thoſe celebrated heroes. 


I will prefume to fay, my Lord, that 
fach a clearing would not be leſs for their 
honour than your own : as it muſt always 
be your intereſt to haye your thoughts 
ſeen in their true and genuine light. 


In your Letter 12, wheneyer yqu 
think proper to publiſh a new edition 
Q3 of 
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of your works, I have good hopes, or ra- 
ther am confident, that your moral turn 
of mind will make you leave out every 


thing that .hath the leaſt appearance of 
a panegyrick upon vice. 


Letter 13. p. 139, you have this expreſ- 
fion. After a hint from GULLIveR, that 
we have loſt the Greek Idiom. 


My Lord, GurTLIVIR only ſays, if was 


with great difficulty that I n bis 
Greek. 


This difficulty, my Lord, 1 apprehend 


aroſe only from a pronunciation, very 


different from ours. For that SWIFT 
thought the language continued the ſame, 


from Homer to PrurARcR (as un- 
doubtedly it did) is clear from his Letter 


to my Lord OxroRy, for correcting, 
Sc. the * tongue. 


My Lord, your thorough contemp- 
' tuous treatment of ARisToTLE, would 


greatly ſurpriſe me, if it were les 


faſhionable, | 
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Mr. Pope, of whom it is not clear that 
he ever read one line in' him (his em- 
ployments and amuſements having na- 
turally. led him into different purſuits). 
hath yet taken upon him to fatiriſe. 
the Univerſity, as a den of dunces, 
for their eſteem of him. Conſidering. 
them as ſo many Oxen or rather, fat 
bulls of baſan, on that account. 


A bundred head of ArISTOTL®'s 
friends Dunciad. 


I heartily wiſh he could make his 
words good: for ſurely nothing could 
do that learned body more honour than 
a high eſteem for one of the greateſt 
genius's that ever God ſent into the 
world, or bleſt it with: as the beſt 
criticks, both ancient and modern, moſt 
undoubtedly allow him to be. 


The perfecter of logick and rheto- 
rick (two amazing efforts and effects of 


WS: the 
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the human abilities) which, if they 
were well ſtudied and underſtood, 
would ſecure the world from ſo many 
ſuperficial ſmatterers in reaſoning, and 
praters in public; as now infeſt it: to 
fay nothing of his noble treatiſes of ethics, 
politicks, poeticks, and natural hiſtory: 
all the moſt correct and excellent in 
their kind, that antiquity hath conveyed 
to us: and all in a ſtyle of a moſt 
maſterly clearneſs and conciſeneſs. And 
indeed conſidering the great improve- 
ments, and diſcoveries he made in all 
- parts of learning, his maſter PLaTo was 
well juſtified in ſtiling him by that pecu- 
liar, and moſt honourable appellation ; fle 
philoſopher of truth, And muſt all theſe 
be not only diſcarded; but villified, on 
account of ſome errors in natural phi- 
loſophy, which wanted a Bacon to 
point out, and a BoyLE and NE wToN 
to correct. Indeed, my Lord, I ſhould 
deem it no very hardy adventure to 
pronounce, that if ARisToTLE had 
been coeval with thoſe great men, it 
would 
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would have been their higheſt * to 
have out-gone ſo great a rival. 


I own, my Lord, I am greatly eon- 
gerned to ſee your Lordſhip give the leaſt 
countenance to that antiquated and idle 
common place calumny ; of his quoting 
no author but to cenſure him. Suppoſing 
this truth, my Lord, his buſineſs was 
to correct the errors of all that went 
before him: but in fact it is not true; 
for he quotes PLAro more than once 
t commend him: and where he finds 
himſelf obliged to cenſure his errors, 
he does it without mentioning their 
author. 


Leſs juſtifiable ſtill is the charge of 
his having deſtroyed the writings of 
thoſe that went before him ; inaſmuch 
as they were undoubtedly extant ſome 
hopdreds of years after in the time. of 
C1CERO. 


The auch is, that thoſe writings be- 
coming uſeleſs from the time that his 
(Anzs- 


Is = 
(ARI STOTLE's) works were known, 
they quickly became contemptible ; 3 and 
ſo periſhed of courſe. 


But ſuppoſing him intitled to no merit 
but that of collecting and preſerving the 
works of Ho MER; and preſenting that 
moſt correct, and noble copy of them 
to his pupil ALEXANDER, which 
that prince laid up in the richeſt caſket, 
among the ſpoils of Darius; and 
_ depoſited nightly under his pillow. Sup- 
poſing AR1STOTLE intitled to no other 
merit, yet, methinks, this might have 
gained him a little more reſpect than either 
SWIFT or you have thought fit. to pay 
him. 


The next thing that appeared to me 
exceptionable in the work before us is, in 
Letter 14. p. 164. and, on reflection, 
I think it can only be an error of the 
preſs: where inſtead of greateſt miſeries, 
we ſhould have read, -greateſt earthly 
miſeries, 


ras 


6 
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Letter 15. p. 169, are theſe words, Vir- 
fue acts with the utmoſt generoſity, and with 
no view to her own advantage ; while vice, 
like a glutton, feeds herſelf enormouſly ; 
and then is willing to diſgorge, the nauſeous 
offals of her feaſt. 


Pray, my Lord, muſt not virtue feed 
at all, becauſe vice feeds enormouſly? 
I am ſorry to think that this obſervation 
ſeems to have ſome reſemblance to thoſe 
ill-founded refinements too often met with 
in the writings of Lord SHarTsBURY 
and his followers: which are abundantly 
expoſed and refuted in thoſe moſt truly 
polite, and claſſical criticiſms of Mr. 
Brown, . in his efſays, on the charac- 
teriſticks. A work, which if you have 
not yet met with, I will venture to 
pronounce,. will give you as high, as 
elegant, and as falutary an entertain- 
ment, as any production of this age. 


In 
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In your 16th Letter, p. 179, you tell 
ns, © that Swirr could never be in- 
te duced to take fines for any of the chapter 
ce lands. He always choſe to raiſe the 
© rents, as the method leaſt oppreſſive 
to the preſent tenant, and maſt advan- 
* tageous to all future tenants, and land- 


* Jords,” 


Here, my Lord, I muſt take leave 
to aſſure you, you are much miſin- 
formed. He knew the true intereſt of the 
Chapter too well, and had too much 
concern for it, not to ſecure the rents 
to it, by a moderate fine; equally ad- 
vantageous, both to the landlord and 
tenant: whom, though he ſometimes 
raiſed in his rent, he never racked, 


As unreaſonable as it might be, to ex- 
pect any production of the preſent times, 
without ſome laſh upon the clergy; the 
zeſt of all the preſent, polite entertain- 
ments of taſte, offered to the publick ! 
| yet 
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yet I really hoped, I ſhould find nos 
thing of that kind, from a man of your 
genius, politeneſs, and religious turn of 
mind. Or at leaſt, if any prieſthood that 
came in your way, deſerved the laſh, 
I hoped at leaſt, you would make # 
dear diſtinction, between the deſerving 
and undeſerving; but what is matter of 
much heavier complamt, I find, with 
equal amazement and affliction, that the 
ſaered writings themſelves, have found 
lefs reverence from you, than the perſons 
of the popular tribunes met with, in the 
roman republick. I muſt take the liberty, 
to 'tranferibe at large, from ws pages 
254, 231 


It is not improbable, that madneſs 
ee has been coeval with mankind. There 
c have certainly been many inſtances 
0 of it among the Greeks and Romans. 
. Among the Jews, the enthuſiaſtic fury 
* of SA ut, is equally remarkable with 
eme Loſtatie rage of NEBUCHADNEZs 
AR! — world, 
cc 1 
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ce ] believe, entirely eſcaped this raging 
« evil. It was frequently taken for in- 
* fpiration ; and the prophetic Sybils were 
te obliged to put on the airs and looks of 
&« madneſs, to obtain an implicit belief to 
te their prophecies. From theſe ſacerdotal 
e impoſitions, mad people reaped ſome 
c remarkable advantages. They were 
© often looked upon as meſſengers ſent 
e by heaven, to declare the will of the 
Gods, and the prophetical decrees of 
« fate. They were revered as perſons 
« ſacred, and divine: and inſtead of 

_ « ſcourges, they received tokens of ado- 
« ration; In how great a degree muſt 
« the ſubtilty of prieſts have prevailed, 
* when they could make one of the 
- greateſt curſes that attend human 
«life, pom one of the greateſt bleſ- 
e fin 88. 


Believe me, my Lord, I never found 
myſelf more embaraſſed, than I am at 
this moment, how to defend the ſacred 
fcriptures from the charge, ſeemingly 

implied 
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implied, (tho I never can believe it was 
really intended) in this account you are 
pleaſed to give of SA us enthuſiaſtic 


fury. 8 
If by that expreſſion you mean the 
influence of what the ſcripture calls, an 
evil ſpirit from God; I think it were 
much better to adhere to the ſcripture 
expreſſion. Nor do I think we can a4 

juſtified either in ſwerving from it, 
1 interpreting it of madneſs of any Kind: 
and much leſs can we ſo interpret the 
influence he was under, when he went 
in purſuit of Daviy to Ramah. For 
what account do the ſcriptures give of 
this extraordinary event? My Lord, the 
account is as follows,---S Au L ſent ſeveral 
meſſengers, one after another, in purſuit 
of DAvip; who no ſooner came into 
the preſence of SAMUEL at the head 
of his prophets, but they were arreſted 
there by the ſacred influence of the ſpirit 
of God-----His thirſt of reyenge then 
” him to go himſelf in purſuit of 
David 
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DAVID to Nazth in Romab; when 
the text informs us, that the fpirit of 
God was wpon him alſo; and be went on 
and prophefied, &c. 


My Lord, I am fo averſe from the 
thoughts of cenſuring the account you 
give of S avis enthullaſtic madneſs, that 
I am more inclined to conclude, that I am 
fallen under ſome unhappy deluſton in 
relation to it. But How I can be dehi- 
vered from it you only can deviſe, and 
inform me. 


The plaineſt account that I have met 
with, in relation to this tranſaction, i; 
in a book intitled, © An Hiſtorical Ac- 
ce count of the Life of Davip. Book i. 
c Chap. 10. p. 95---96; no ſooner did 
« he (SAU) learn that Davip was 
< at Naiotb, but he immediately ſent 
< meſſengers to take him. They went; 
te and when they arrived, they found 
« the ſacred aſſembly under the imme- 
< diate influence of the ſpirit of God; 

 prophe- 
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*;propheſying; and 8 4 M U EL prefiding) 
< over them: and: to convince. that-infideb 
< tribe, that theſe; propheſyings were no 
cee fanatic deluſions, or efforts of enthu- 

« ſiaſm, they themſelves were ſeized with. 
C the fame ſacred. influence, and ꝓro- 
0 pheſied alſo. And when this was told 


rin Sf # *FL1 


„SA, he. ſent other meſſengers again; 
« and they, alſo were ſubdued by the lame 
« ſpirit  of- God. At laſt he went him+ 
e ſelf, enquiring as he went on, where 
* SAMUEL and Davin were. And being 
informed, at the great well at Sechu 
« (where there was a great reſort of per- 
« ſons. to draw water) that they were at 
4 Naioth in Ramab, he preſſed forward 
« in queſt of them: and as he proceeded, 
« God, to ſhew that his power” is neither 
* confined to place nor perſons, that the 
72 propheſyin gs at Naioth were owing to 
«© no influence of example, to no intoxica- 
« ting vapors or temperature of tlie air 
(as was ſuſpected of ſome of the ora- 
« cles of old) ſeized him alſo; with his 
— * ſacred influence, long before he reached 
R « Naiotb, 
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„ Najoth, and conducted him under it 


en to the aſſembly of the prophets: 
« where, forgetting his bloody purpoſe, 
© he put off his robes of royalty, and 


« military apparatus, and prophefied in 


* the preſence of SAMUEL: and con- 
et tinued under a very diſtinguiſhed influ- 
t ence- of the fpirit of God that whole 
= day and night. He lay down naked, 
« (fays the text) in the * ſenſe chat 
ATA CIT s calls the Germans naked. 
„ Nejecta weſte fuperiort. (When they 
« had thrown off their upper garment) 
% which now gave new occaſion to the 
& repetition of that proverbial taunt againlt 
© him, FOODS of ator She repens.” 


As little, are you, my Lord, (in my 
bande opinion) juſtifed in interpreting 
hat moſt ſignal and divine chaſtiſement 
of pride, in the perſon of Nx BVUcHAD- 
NEZZAR,' by the expreſſion. of ecſtatic 
rage: to me, my Lord, the humiliation 
of that great king under the hand of God, 
apan the retutm of bis reaſon, of which 


heaven 


an Mind 8nd 89Þomuao ca mvxVA]\y . ” FOE 2, 
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heaven had before fo fignally and judi- 
cially deprived him for his pride, falls 
under another character, and is one of 
the fineſt, rhoſt humblitg; and moſt 
inſtruckive leſſons to the human vanity, 
that ever was exhibited to it, from the 
foundation of the world. 


The account which you have been 
pleaſed to give of the Shih, I am no 
way concerned, either. to refute, or de- 
fend; I only with that you had pleaſed 
to have taken that occaſion to make ſome 
obſervations in favour of the chriſtian 
religion; at leaſt that part of it eſta- 
bliſhed in your own country; where 
ſach deluſions are not only not practiſed, 
but held in the utmoſt and avowed deteſ- 
tation by the whole prieſthood, 


As to the advantages which you tell 
us mad people received from | thoſe ſa- 
cerdotal impoſitions, viz, their being 
looked upon as meſſengers fi from heaven, 
* 1 own my utter ignaraice upon that 

R 2 head; 
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head; having never, that I know of, 
met with any account of any ſuch privi- 
leges and advantages of madneſs, except 
among the "Turks: and here alſo, me- 
thinks, your chriſtian ſpirit might have 
called upon you to make ſome diſtinction 
in favour of the prieſts of your own 
religion, even though it were utterly 
abhorrent from the faſhion of the preſent 
times to do ſo. But faſhion, I find, is 
an univerſal tyrant, which few have the 
diſpoſition, and fewer the fortitude, to 
"COPE even in favour of WR, 


Upon the whole, my TW I am ex- 
.ceedingly ſorry (as the whole world are 
ſurpriſed) to find your ſpirit ſo ſtrongly 
warped to a general (I don't ſay or mean 
an univerſal) contempt of Sw1irT's works: 
you had elſe found (give me leave to tell 
you) in every one of his volumes ; ſome- 
thing, which, (although wholly paſt by 
as unworthy your notice) it might yet 
no way mifbecome either your judgment 


or r your: taſte to have diſtinguiſhed with a 
friendly, 
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friendly, if not with a fond eye; un- 
worthy as I deem myſelf of the character 
of an able critic; yet had I peruſed your 
Remarks with the ſame diſpoſition to, ob- 
ject, your abuſe of the kings of Judab 


would be found not the only exceptionable 


a 


part in your work, paſt by uncenſured. 


Let me conclude, with ; humbly bel 
ſeechin ig you to review once more the 
eight volumes of Swirr's works, with 
your native candour; which, if you do, 
1 am much miſtaken, if you do not find 

in them a good deal paſt by as inſigni- 
BEL or worſe, which a ſour critic: 
might endure ; ; and a candid one com 
mend: nay ſomething which . the beſt 
judges might applaud without / reproach * 
either to their taſte or diſcernment. Nay 
more, —ſomething to honour, with: as 


high a reſpect, as that d 1 am, 
my Loxp, 
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LETTER XVIII. 


Mr Lox, 


Was in hopes, upon the e 
of my laſt Letter, that I ſhould be 
called upon no more, throughout the 
remaining part of your remarks, to com- 
plain of your hard treatment to your 
friend Svrirr: and to ſhew how little 
I am diſpoſed to complaint, I ſhall paſs 
by your comment upon his fixth volume 


uncenſured: although by no means 


proved, or aſſented to. And paſſing over 
the ſeventh,” in the fame manner, pro- 
osed to che eighth: where, having made 
ſome flight obfervations upon two, or 
2 treatiſes contained in it, you tel 
« That the remainder of this volume 
«is like a garden over-run with Docks 


and Thiſtles; among which ſome Roſe- 


* trees accidentally make their appear- 
; © ance 
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« ance; and more particularly in ſome 
* ſermons that are curious, Gt. | 


My Lord, I have happened, of ate, 
to have paſſed more time than uſual, in 
the company of fore curious botaniſts, 
who will hardly allow that there is ſuch a 
thing as a weed in the world. I can't 
fay, but after enumerating many valuable 
properties, and falutary qualities in the 
ſeveral ſpecies, | as of Docks, they did 
allow that they might be numbered 
among what the vulgar call weeds: but 
only an high indignity againſt a great and 
wiſe nation, who made choice of it as 
the propereſt emblem of their powen 
and majeſty; but alſo a confeſſod hereſy 
againſt the ſacred ſclence of botany, frotu 
SOLOMON: to MrTHRIDATES; and from 
| MiTHRIDATES to d MATTHIOLUS. - 


The poets, it \ >. (ALS place 
AeoL1.9 at their head; andi it is as well 
en that Arorro was. the firſt 

„ botaniſt 
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betsniſt of bis day; and yet could he 


(with all his divinity) never find any 
hi cher 15 for - * mT of 


446 


The Wa trees _ Ge a in 
AroriG's gardens, were ſacred to the 
ſeveral characters and endowments of 
the poets: from the Oak to the Myrtle: 
and from tlie Roſe to the Thiſtle. The 
firſt of which was, the emblem of ſoft, 

or love- ſatire; and the laſt, of the angry 
and ſevere. And how properly it was 
ſo, my inſtructors plainly ſhewed me, 
by: diſplaying a fine draft of a Thiſtle, 
coloured, and diverſified in all its beauty, 
parts, and proportions: and then turning 


to a poem of SwWIr T's, volume the 


eighth, which you have not thought 


worth our notice; they deſired me to 


compare: them, and then, confeſs the 
ſtron g and beautiful reſemblance through- 


out. Nay” one of the” company, who 
was: bleſt with a more than ordinary 


quick,” 1 wy (or _ ſecond) fight; 
inſiſted 
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infiſted upon it, that the words NOL 2 


ME TANGERE encircled that poem, 


in as ſtrong and clear capitals, ' as any 
green ribbon ever gloried in: and bad me 
fee if it did not. I tried; and whether 


blinded by a ſtrong deluſion, I can't ſay; 


but. I. imagined I. ſaw it (at leaſt in a 
figure) and found myſelf quickly obliged 


to own the juſtice, and propriety of the 


compariſon: and being once convinced 
upon that head, I fully acquitted your 
Lordſhip of any indignity done to 


S wirr, by the compariſon of ſome of 


his poems to a vegetable, of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhed dignity and beauty. The ſtem 


ending in a rich purple flowered tafſel not 


unteſembling a crown reſting (as crowns 


are ſometimes ſaid to do) upon a thorny 


cuſhion ; and fenced with long and well- 


armed leaves, gaſhed on either fide like 
a band of hardy veterans. _ 


But, my Lord, what ſhall 1 __ to 
your ſimilitude of ſour ' ſmall beer, to 
— 14 compare ſome of Swir T's 
works? 
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works? unleſs it be, that the wit of the 
compariſon hath betrayed you (as wit. too 
often doth) into a raſh and moſt unjuſti- 
frable debaſement of SWI T's genius. 


Nor do I know what other defence 


to plead againſt it, but that of the wine- 


merchant, who when an evil report had 


gone out of his cellar as abounding with 
ſophiſticated liquors; invited the. whole 


world to try and taſte for themſelves; and 


if, ſays he, you find any thing in my whole 
parcel, worſe than the pureſt white wine 


vinegar, (a little mothered perhaps now and 


then) I am content to forfeit the whole. 


To begin (by way of fample) with the 
preface introductory to theſe pieces; more 
particul arly the confeſſion of the beaſts. 


J have (fays he) been long of opinion, 


that there is not a more general and greater 


miſtake, or of worſe confequence through the 


commerce of mankind, | than the wrong 
judgments they 4 are apt to entertain of 
thetr own talents. And when be bath. 

| inſtanced 
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inſtanced in coxcombs of various kings, 
he proceedeth as follows. I | compute that 
London hath eleven native fools of the fo 
and puppy kind, for one among us 
Dublin ; beſides, two-thirds of ours are 
tranſplanted thither, who are now natura- 
Bzed, whereby that overgrown capital ex- 
oeeds ours, in the article of dunces, by 
forty to one, and what is more to our further 
mortifitation; there is not one Afinguiſhed 
fool of Iriſh birth or educati on, who makes 
any noiſe in that famous metropolis, unleſs the 
London frints be very partial or defettive : 
whereas, London 15 ſeldom witlant a, dozen 
of their own educating, who engreſi the 
vogue for half a winter together, and are 
never heard of mare, but give place to a new : 
fet. This hath been the conſtant progreſs for © 
at haft thirty years paſt,  anly allowing © 
for the change of breed and fa ion. 


1 appeal to you, my Lord, is this 


four ſmall beer? 3 1s it not rather 9 
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"You n are « pleaſed to, fs that many * the 
remaining pieces are ſpurious. Not one, 
my Lord, that I can find. There j is not 
one that pretends to be his, which i is nat 
ſo By unleſs. perhaps that ſermon upon 
knowin 8 ones ſelf; to which you object A 
and which, 1 own, is not equal to the 
reſt. And yet there are ſome ſtrokes! in it, 
which ſeem fo charaReriſtic to SWIFT, 
as. make them hardly poſſible to be 
miſtaken; I ſhall inſtance but in ene. by 


*+ 


And now to ſhew, that the tear 
« hath given him a falſe report of the 
« temptation : : ve learn from chis, that 
e the fame weak man would reſiſt and 
< maſter the ſame powerful temptation, „ 
ce upon conſiderations of infinitely leſs 
e value than thoſe which religion offers. 
ce Nay, ſuch vile conſiderations, that the 


grace of God cannot, without blaſ- 


1 phemy, be ſuppoſed to add Für 
« ner of force and efficacy to them. 


1 paſs over every chin g elſe in this 


1 volume 
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volume not already noticed, or quoted 
for their excellence; except two letters, 
one to Lord PALMERSTON, and the 
other to Mrs. Moot: both in their 
kind as maſterly as any other productions 
of Swirr's pen, without exception; 
and which therefore, Jam amazed, 


how you could overlook. Friendſhip, 


my Lord, if I may be indulged in fo 
low an image, is the bias, which, rightly 
directed, carries us neareſt to the Jack; 

vrhich we do not always reach ſo adyan- 

tageouſly by. a direct progreſſion, as 

by taking a compaſs. And where we 
fall ſhort of the object we aim at, yet 
we always wiſh to protect it; and often 
do, even in that ſituation: but where 
this bias is either ill-directed or wrong- 
turned, it carries us away juſt ſo much 
UTE from our intended aim and end, 


Give me —— to tell you, my Lord, 
chat how friendly ſoever your intentions 


may have been, your green-keepers, and 


ground-givers, have given very wrong 
directions 
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directions to your bias: and you have 
left your object as open to the attacks 
of the adverſaries, as if you yourſelf 
had been one of them. 


When nothing but the name of 2eal 
appears. 
Twixr our beſt ations and the wo 
of theirs. 
My Lord, I have long found mylal 
embarraſſed, how to account for the 
different conceptions of two friends to 


the fame author, concerning the merits 


of the ſame works; and have at laſt, 


I think, after many repeated reflections, 
hit upon the true cauſe, 


I think, my Lord, although I preſume 
not to claim any equality of abilities with 
you; yet the great inequality of our 
Judgements upon this head, cannot ariſe 
fo much from that point, as from the 
great difference of our fituation and 
circumſtances. | | 
You, 
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Tou, my Lord, high in birth and 
fortune, are a ſpectator from the ſummit 
of a high tower, on a high hill: the 
_ conſequence of which is, that you can 
ſee nothing beautiful below you; at 
leaſt nothing but with diminiſhed beauty, 
and what you cannot ſee, you naturally 
diſregard, Hence it is, that the word 
deſpiſe lignifieth, in the original, to look 
down upon things from above. And it is 
certain that in that ſituation, you. equally 
look over, (that is overlook) the tops of the 
higheft oaks, and humbleſt underwood: 


and the beauty, dignity, and magnificence 
of the former, are as much hid from 


your eye as if they did not exiſt. 


Vours, my Lord, is what the painters 
call, a Bird s- eye proſpect; which though it 


takes in a larger ſcene, can take little or no 


notice of the ſeveral diſtinguiſhed beauties 
of the particular parts. Whereas I, my 
Lord, am an humble cottager, (and con- 
ſequently a ſpectator) at the foot of the 

hill 
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hill, to whom the whole proſpect is open; 
and therefore, I am enabled to contem- 
plate the whole ſcene riſing up above me, 
in its full (though limited) extent; with 
all its varieties of glades, woods, and wilds, 
and under woods. The towering oak riſes 


full and ftraight, and ſtately to my 


view: and I with eaſe, diſcern its com- 
parative beauty, and dignity, with all 


the other vegetables, that ſurround and 


attend it. Together with their various 
colourings and proportions. Nay, even 
where the plantations are thin, and the 
ſcene barren, my eye is delighted with 
their comparative tenuity. And even the 
humble heath, and flowering furzes, en- 
tertain me with an agreeable and inſtruc- 
tive variety. 


Learn hence, ye high and great, the 
bleſſings and advantages of an humble 
Ration! and learn thence to make a juſt, 
that is, an humble eſtimate of the pride 
and value of your own. Your proſpects 
7 0 . ws at TX will 


we? 


* 
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will be more enlarged and extenſive: but 
ours (if you do not carefully correct the 
deluſions of your height) will be more 
exact, and ſometimes more entertaining. 


And yet, when I have faid this, I 
dare own that I fincerely wiſh yours may 
always enlarge and improve upon you, 
world without end | 


Tam, 
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AVING ſhewn the preceding 
1 Letters to a friend, whoſe judg- 
ment I honour, and whoſe integrity I re- 


| hed upon; it was found adviſeable, to 


make a review of Sw1rFT's character 
and bring the ſeveral parts of it into a 
narrower compaſs, that it may be ſeen 
more compleatly and connectedly. 


It hath been obſerved by wiſe men, 
that the firſt ſtep we take, upon our en- 
trance into the world, generally ſpeaking, 
determines all the reſt. And if it hap- 
pen to be a falſe one, is very rarely 
recovered. 


SwIFT is the only man I ever knew, 
whoever fully recovered the diſgrace of 
taking 
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taking a degree, as he took his. And 
yet this diſgrace was to him, like the 
criſis of a dangerous diſeaſe, which ſome · 
times throws off the evil humours that 
infeſted the body;; by which means, the 
patient recovers a much better conſtitution 
than he had before. . 


Had Swir r's been only 3 an anlinary 
degree of ignorance, it might have been 
paliated and pardoned, even by hirmſelf. 
But being ſo conſpicuous, it carried with it 
a reproach which required his beſt abili- 
ties and induſtry to recover: but being 
recovered, made him a new man. 


He was in his nature turned to frugality, 
and good economy. This Haturally pre- 
pared, and early inclined him ts ſome 
degree of avarice. And as it is the trueſt 
point of human wiſdom, with regard 
to the conduct of our lives, to watch 
ovet our infirmities, SWIFT became 
catly ſenſible of his, and took 8very me- 
thod he could deviſe, to cheat his avarice, 

S 2 by 
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by charity to the poor, and penſions to 
his neareſt relations. By this means, he 
turned one of the moſt dangerous of 
human infirmities, into one of the moſt 
amiable of (chriſtian virtues ;. with all 
that maſtery of genius, which we hear 
of, in great architects, and painters, who 


have ſometimes turned blemiſhes into 
beauties. 


His charity fell under that character, 
which he himſelf aſcribes to that of 
the Counteſs of Berkley, in the introduc- 
tion to his project for the advancement 
of religion. Endleſs bounty to the poor, and 
diſcretion where to diſtribute it. 


Diſcretion - is in truth too cold and 
poor a word, whereby to expreſs his 
great attention, and very uncommon pe- 
netration, in the diſtribution of his chari- 
ties. His badging of the poor, and ſtreet- 
walking, have already been ſpoken of 
pretty much at large. But one circum- 
ſtance of his walking, hath not been fo 

fully 


ac & 
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fully cleared. He walked to find out, 
and to relieve proper objects of charity; 

and to ſave wherewithal to do it. To re- 
lieve the poor in unfortunate and unavoid- 
able diſtreſs ; and to rail at ſuch as were 
lazy And vicious. Here he litterally fol- 
lowed the example of his bleſſed Saviour, 
and went about doing good. An example 
conſcientiouſly followed by ſome of his 
friends. And, which, if it could become 
general, would effectually rid the world, 
and his own country in particular, of 
one of the greateſt peſts that ever curſed 
the earth! I mean vagrant and vicious 
beggary, with all its attendant abomi- 
nations. 


My Lord, the charge of Swir T's 
delighting in low adulation, has lain ſo 


heavy upon my mind, that I have re- 


volved it with the utmoſt attention for many 


hours; yet can find no juſt foundation 


for it. His heart was ſo throughly averſe 
from flattery, that he took all occaſions, 
not only to expreſs his utter contempt 
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and deſtation of it, but alſo to difuade 
others from it; as may be ſeen in his 
pocm to Doctor DzLAany, upon the libels 
written againſt him. | 


Wit, as the chief of « virtue's friends, 
Diſdains to ſerve ignoble ends. ! &c. 


and concludes that topick, by warning 


him of the conſequences, if he did not 
employ his abilities as he ought. 


if not hawever feated high, 
Your genius in your face will fly. 


And I cannot help thinking, that it 
was in a great meaſure, from his de- 
teſtation of flattery, that he made even 
his praiſe as like abuſe as he could poſſibly 
make it. His praiſe as like abuſe, and his 
higheſt affection and eſteem, as like envy, 


hatred, and malice, as he could r 
draw them. 


Three (indeed upon recollection five) 
remarkable inftances of this we find put 


together in the verſes on the death of 
Doctor SWI r. 


In 
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In Pore, I cannot read a line 
But, with a Ab, J wifh it mine: 
When be can in one couplet fix, 
More ſenſe than T can do in fix: 

E gives me ſuch a jealous fit, 

T cry, pox take him, and his wit. 


Why muft I be outdone by Gar, 
In my own hum'rous biting way. 


ARBUTHNOT 7s 720 more my friend, 


Who dares to irony pretend; 
Which I was born to introduce, 


Nein d it 22 and ſhew'd its uſe. 


* St. Joux, as well as +, PULTNEY 
knows, 
That I had ſome repute for proſe, 
And till they drove me out of date, 
Could maul a miniſter of fate : 
If they have mortify'd my pride, 
And made me throw my pen afide, 


* Lord Viſcount BOLINGBROKE, 
+ Made Earl of BaTH in the year 1742. 
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Tf with ſuch talents heav'n hath bleſt em, 
Have I not reaſon to deteſt em? 


To all my foes dear fortune ſend 
Thy gifts, but never to my friend: 
1 tamely can endure the firſt, 

B 1 tis with envy makes me burſt. 


How it might have. been with him in 
the decline of his underſtanding, when 


he made haſty approaches to a ſecond 
childhood, I cannot ſay. He might then, 


poſſibly, have been fed by thoſe about 
him, as children too often are, with 
plumbs and ſweet-meats, inſtead of ſa- 


lutary food. 


We are both agreed to acquit him 
of envy. But aſcribe his freedom from 
it to different cauſes. 


Pray, my Lord, why might it not 
be placed to the account of another cauſe, 
not mentioned by either of us? content- 
ment, with the portion of abilities, ap- 

ä pointed 
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pointed to him by providence. And, I 
believe, we are both agreed, he had 
wherewithal to be reaſonably and fully 
contented upon that head; eſpecially as 


intellectual bleſſings are thoſe in which 
moſt men think their own portion ex- 


ceeds their neighbours. And yet they 
are, at the ſame time, the bleſſings in 


which the avarice of endleſs acquiſi- 


tions ſeems moſt pardonable; and the 
envy of rivals in fame, leaſt ſo. Becauſe, 
if I make my rival my friend by good 
offices, I ſhare in his acquiſitions as well 
as my own. There is a community in 
friendſhip, and a true friend is allowed 
to be a ſecond ſelf. 


This ſeems to have been S wf T's 
principle: for it is evident, that he al- 
ways lived with, and loved the people 


of talents moſt congenial to his own. . 


And went ſo far as to conſider their 
merits, in the light of a kind of * 
perty of his own, 


It 


N 


r 
— . - 
- Fo I Pay * 
. ] . et YH ⁵² 
— — — — 2 ho — . 


de * _ - — . T. - 
3 — 
cd + n — ITS 
; — 


— * 1 
Wo RR gn - — 
© 6 PER TS i 1 5 — — 


-F 
9 " 
_ hl  _— - 


& * * * 
— 


hes 5 - - 
Th” <4 & n* 


1 * 
2 
3 e 


1 


= —— 
—_— — — — 
* - T- - 


2 


- 
— 3 


. * 


L CET 
2 i 


— . * 3 
5 1 -- — -” — a1 = 


— — 


© I =>. EEE 8 
— * r. 44 me 
—_ 


— Ao 4 


- 22 8 
— ew 4 
I ay = * - 2a 
— — 


. — — 
* 
. 5 2 — thn © 


- 


5 —— - _ 
= ——— — — . 
— 
hy e * * 2 = 
ET © ln RG ae 
* bd — = — 


— — 1 
— — : 


> 5 
— 
2 


Em. = 


— 3 
2 —— JI 


SY — — — 


7 — — ww 4 > — wt rt - . 
= _ 1 = 5 — - - my 0 - - - = 
l + _ 4 C 4 A, A — x > 0 \ l > = 
1 — . = — — 2 
2 — —_—_— — - 
= : * — 
N — «XS. WL. : : b 
* na. 4 2 * n — — - > n — - a 
— — 2 
22 * - 1 1 Ro 2 
a 2 —— —— - _— — — — p 2 , 
= Iam — - 4 n 
- 7 
2 | - 4 * I 
* — — 
K " * 4 * 
2 2 1 — 


— — 
2 4 5.7 

R 3 

— — 
2 — 
— 5 — 


—— — 
— | — 
* — 2 — - = 
E —— » —— a i = 
— 1 — 3 2 = rs? = 
5 - - -- « + — < «I _ ? w_ 6 — _— 
* 


"2 WM... 


- - 
—— "> — ROO 
a * . 
> E - — 
= = 
— —_— — — 8 
— — — — 
= - >; 
< eter 
7 - 


— % —_— —_ 
* — * . * 
— + —_— b 
— — 2 — 
So < —— = = * D 
: — * " 
PE . 2 .. C 
. : 
” HS =. : w_ * G 
-- r : 
* we” 
\ - 


— — — - —_— ——— — = 
. ͥũ  —_ — —᷑ͥ— u6Ἀe— — —— —ü— — — — ä — — * — 
— — - 1 — dr — 
. 2 * : * PR 
x: — — * e 5 alles + * 
— — 2 by : = 2 5 * 
2 « ITO og * 'S » 8 ny - a 
— iu 2 2 a A. > —_— - - 
— — = — > X-- b —_ — de = > 
= - i. — = - - — - —— — ; — 
— ” — 2 *» —— - — — n 
— IT * : 2 = 
* < 5 2 v N 4 =; — 8 
* - > 4 
— — — — = : —— >- © 
— , U — — >. —_ — — — 
— ” I - = p — - 
BE: > = — - ® _—_— Hh — et I a — . ö 
5 l — : = — 
* 
- 


[ 266 ] 


It clearly appears from one of his own 
Letters, quoted by your Lordſhip, that 
he conſidered his friends as a bank, from 
which, though he never touched the prin- 
cipal, yet he received annual intereſt. 


The truth is, he loved merit of every 
kind, cultivated, diſtinguiſhed, and did 
it all the honour he could, wherever he 


found it, 


Ambition it muſt be owned, he had: 
but it was always directed to public 
and unſelfiſh ends. And he managed it 
ſo, that this infirmity (if it may be 
called one) as that of avarice, was in 


| him * of good. 


He often owned, chat he once had 
an ambition to excel in his profeſſion, as 
2 preacher. And his penitence, that he 


had not attained to that excellence (for he 


never mentioned it without a ſigh) may, 
I think, be juſtly numbered among the 
rectitudes, and you! diſpoſitions of his 
heart. 


His 
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His project for the advancement of ; 
religion, plainly proves that he once had 


no leſs an ambition, than that of reforming. 
the whole realm of England. 


I ſeem to make it a doubt in a Pre- 


ceding paragraph, whether this might be 
called an infirmity. I am now clear 
that it ought not: but that it is in truth, 
a noble inſtin& inſpired into the human 
breaſt for noble purpoſes; and when ap- 
plied to its true end, the higheſt honour 
of virtue, 


The only low ambition he ever 
could be charged with (that T know 
of) was that which dictated the motto 
to his arms, Cum magnis vixifſe., With 
regard to every thing elſe that was praiſe- 
worthy, I perfectly agree with your 
Lordſhip. That his pride, his ſpirit, or 
bis ambition, call it by what name you 
pleaſe, was boundleſs. 


Having mentioned Sw IF T's project 
far the advancement of religion, give 
me 


—— 
— 


* 
Pw. —— 
— 


— 


—ʃ 

- — 

— 
— — 


— — 


4 * 
= 
2 — 
r 
EY _ . 
—— 
2 — — 8 — — — — = 
— — TIRE. —— — —— - Do mn 
_ * 8 — >>; 8 
: & 


- 


[ 268 |] 
me leave to aſſure you, that I never 
found myſelf more at a loſs than I am 

at this minute how to expreſs, not only 
my higheſt approbation, but alſo my 
higheſt eſteem and praiſe of that work. 
The genuine offspring of a heart im- 
preſſed with a moſt ſerious love and 
concern for the true intereſt of true re- 
ligion and virtue, 


By true allen, your Lordſhip will | 
eaſily apprehend, that I can mean none 
but the chriſtian. And it is plain that 
Swirr alſo could mean no other, when 
he ſhews, his great concern for the doc- 
trine of the trinity, the divinity of Chriſt, 
and the immortality of the ſoul: ſo li- 
centiouſly inſulted at that time, and from 


that time to this. 


His great ſcheme in that project is to 
make the profeſſion of true piety, and 
the practiſe of virtue, the only means 
of preferment, and honour, at court; and 
his arguments for doing ſo, are many, 

noble 


L 269 | 
noble, and unanſwerable ; let me be al- 
lowed to mention one. | 


%. 


If things were once in this train, 
ce that is, if virtue and religion were 
ce eſtabliſhed as the neceſſary titles to re- 
< putation and preferment, and if vice 
ee and infidelity were not only loaden 
ee with infamy, but made the infallible 
ruin of all mens pretenſions; our duty, 
ce by becoming our intereſt, would take 
© root in our natures, and mix with 
« the very genius of our people; fo that 
ce it would not be eaſy for the example 
« of one wicked Prince to n us back 
to our former corruptions.” 


To me, my Lord, the iyle of this 
paragraph, and indeed of the whole pro- 
je, is as diſtinguiſhed as the piety and 

good ſenſe that reigns throughout. 


One thing relating to this project for 
the advancement of religion, is too re- 
markably for SWI T's honour to be 


omitted in theſe obſervations; it is this. 
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The bitter rebuke with which he laſhes 


the irreligious, and ſcandalous negligence 


of the Enghſh nation, in not providing 
fit places for the people, wherein to attend 


the public worſhip of God; rouſed the 
Engliſh Biſhops from the lethargy by 
which they ſeemed to be ſtupified upon 


that head; and ſet them upon ſearching 
out for a fund for building fifty new 


Churches in London; which was done 


accordingly. 


If this may not be ſtrictly conſidered 
as matter of uncommon merit in Sw1FT, 
it muſt at leaſt be allowed, - an event of 
high honour, and inconceivable. felicity 


to him. 


All theſe circumſtances, and characters 
of his piety, rightly confidered, make 
it matter of amazement, how Arch- 
Biſhop SHARP could be ſo impoſed upon, 
as to repreſent him to the Qukxx under 
the character of an unchriſtian man. It 
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will, however, be ſome ſatisfaction to 


the reader, as I doubt not it was to 
SwiFT (though no reparation of the 
injury) to know that the Archbiſhop lived 


to repent of this injury done to Sw1rT, 
expreſſed great ſorrow for it, and defired 


his forgiveneſs. 


Your, Lordſhip hath made ſo 
and fuch judicious obſervations upon the 
excellency of Sw1FrT's ſtyle, that little, 


I think, can be added to them. That 


little, however, will I hope not be deemed 
altogether unworthy your attention. 

His own definition of a good ſtyle 
was this, Proper wards in proper Plaxes. 


To profit by this definition, two chings 
muſt be carefully examined, and at- 
tended to. 


The firſt is carefully to conſider the 
power, and. propriety of words, And 
we. next, the ſtrength and harmony ariſing 

from 
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from their arrangement, and connexion 
with one another, 


Both theſe after long ſtudy and practice 
were become ſuch a habit in Swirr, 
that it coſt him little pains, or atttenion, 
to diſplay them in his compoſition; and 
yet, after all, that which gave his ſtyle 
its true and beſt diſtinction was the 
clearneſs and perſpicuity ariſing from that 
conciſeneſs in his ſtyle, which gives 
obſcurity to almoſt every other; and 
which you therefore moſt properly call 
a maſterly conciſeneſs. I can compare it 
to nothing ſo properly, as to that charac- 
ter of a right line, which as it is the 
plaineſt, ſimpleſt, and eaſieſt to be compre- 
hended by the eye, is, at the ſame time, 
the ſhorteſt that can be drawn between 
any two points. 


Let me illuſtrate this by two ſhort 


examples from the project for the ad- 
vancement, &c. Speaking of the Queen's 
(Quzexn ANNE) ſeveral virtues he adds, 
were. 


2731 
wherein without queſtion or Hern, ſhe 
hath no ae or. 


And again how evil # Irighten 
her character to the preſent and after ages 
if ſhe would exert her utmoſt authority to 
infill ſome ſhare of thoſe virtues into her 
people, which they are too degenerate to 
learn, * from ber example. | 


The man that attempts, either to con- 
tract theſe paragraphs or make them 
clearer, or more correct; will quickly 
ſubſcribe to your judgment of m—_— 8 
ſtyle. 


As his ſtyle was exidendy fo formed upon 
the plan of the beſt latin writers, I can- 
not tell how to account for its being any 

way defective in his writing latin, as your 
lordſhip charges it to be. And I muſt 
frankly own, that in my judgment, his 
monumental inſcription to the memory af 
Duke Schomberg (or rather to the reproach 


of his heirs) will ever remain a juſt ex- 
| * to your cenſure. 


: T 1 
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Wy appeal to the world, and to the inſcrip- 


tion; and to SWIFT'S account of it, 
which is as follows. 


An epitaph by Doctor SwiFT to 
the memory of FREDERICK Duke of 
Schomberg, who was unhappily killed in 
croſſing the river Boyne, on the 1ſt of 
July 1690, and was buried in St. Pa- 
TRICK's Cathedral; where the Dean and 
chapter erected a ſmall monument ta his 
honour at their own expence. 8 


Hic infra ſitum eſt corpus FRE DE RICE 
Dvucis 
De Schomberg | 
ad Bubindam occifi, A. D. 1690. 
Dean Us, er CAPITULUM maximopere 
etiam | 
 atque etiam petierunt, 
U HRE DES Ducis monumentum 
In memoriam PARENTIS erigendum curarent 
Sed poſtguam per epiſtolas, per amicos, 
diu ac ſepe orando, nil profecere ; 
Hunc 
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Hunc demum lapidem iffi flatuerunt, 
* Saltem ut ſcias, hoſpes, 
Ubinam terrarum SCHONBERGENSIS cineres 
| deliteſcunt. 
Plus potuit fama virtutis apud alienos 
Quam ſanguinis proximitas apud ſuos. 
A. D. 1731. 


T ſhall only add, that the author of this 
Letter had the felicity to prevail upon the 
Dean to leave out that ſentence mentioned 
in this note, with ſome other fatiric 
ſeverities. bs 


*The words that Doctor SWIFT firſt concluded 
the epitaph with were ſtill ſtronger ; namely, Sal- 
tem ut ſciat viator indignabundus, quali in cellula tant! 
ductoris cineres 9 For the author was always 
heard to ſpeak with great reverence of the memory 
of that brave Duke; as well as his glorious Maſter, 
King WILLIAM: and indeed of all others, who 
have ſtruggled for the liberties of theſe kingdoms 
againſt the repeated attempts of arbitrary power. 
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. r. ter r. tei xte et. ru 
fr TER XX. 


My Lonn, 


Have already ſaid ſo much upon 

Sw1FT's project for the advancement 
of religion, that I heartily wiſh (as much 
as the . 55 may) that I had nothing 
more to ſay about it. And yet the cha- 
racter I have taken upon me, of a candid 
obſerver upon your Remarks on his Life 
and Writings, will not ſuffer me to give it 
entirely. oyer, without taking ſome notice 
of your Remarks, p. 96. which I am fatis- 
fed all SwirT's friends would conſider 
as a moſt ſevere cenſure, even From the 
pen of an e. | 


You tell us, That he appears in earneſt 


throughout the whole treatiſe ; but as the pam- 


phlet is of the ſatirical kind, I am apt to 
imagine that my friend, the Dean, put a 


violence 
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violence upon himſelf, in chufing to appear 
candidly ſerious; rather thun to laugh ſilently 
under bis uſual maſue of gravity.---And 
you add, your reaſon. For, methinks, 
upon theſe occaſions, I perceive him writing 
in ſhackles. 
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My Lord, I don't pretend to the pe- 
netration of many others, I thank God 
I have i it not. 468 
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Di 1 fecerunt inopis me 22 pufill 


F. ner un ani Mi--- 


On me a fingle anfuſeBing mind | 
The gods Bote a, T thatlk them, they | 
were kong. | 


I * you, my A that if I lad 


had the honour of being concerned in 
forming the character, and enſigns of the 


goddeſs of wiſdom 3 among the ancients; 
the baſiliſk ſhould not have been in the 


number of her emblems. I-ſhould have 
been contented to have furniſhed her with 
eyes that could pierce without poiſoning. 

: T2 
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To deal candidly with you, my Lord, 


1 imagine you have lately been converſant 


with ſome four criticks, whoſe: fatiric 
ſagacity would warp you from your good- 


nature. 


My Lord, your eyes are too good to 
need the aid of critick- ſpectacles: which, 
at the ſame time that they ſharpen the 
ſight, too often impair the organs. 


It muſt be owned, that SwirT hath 
written as ſeriouſly upon other ſubjects as 
any other man. Is religion then the only 


ſerious ſubject on which he only ſeems 


to be ſerious? - if this be not charging 
him with the worſt kind of that hypo- 
criſy which he deteſted above all other 
vices in the world (which I will not 
believe could be your intention) yet it is 
ſomething ſo very like it, that few eyes 
will, I fear, be ſharp-ſighted enough to 
diſtinguiſh them. 


- 


Beſides, 
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Beſides, my Lord, with great ſubmiſ- 
ſion, this diſcourſe is not properly of the 
fatirical kind. It is calculated for much 
higher, and nobler ends ; the reformation 
of a great court, and nation! from the 
moſt ſerious, rational, and chriſtian mo- 
tives. And it is certain that ſcarce any - 
writing can be calculated for the amend- 
ment of mankind, without ſome mixture, 


or at leaſt, ſome appearance of ſatire upon 
their vices. 


My Lord, I. know nothing more dan- 
gerous than indulging ſurmiſes to any 
man's diſadvantage; which are not founded 
upon ſufficient evidence. 


_ You, my Lord, take occaſion from 
SWIFT's ſermon upon the Trinity, to 
enveigh againſt the practice of placing 
eternal damnation before the eyes of 
mankind, in diſcourſes upon abſtruſe 
points of religion. Could I reafonably 
infer from thence, that you were for 
leſſening the ſanctions intended to ſecure 

S 4 obedi- 


guarded, fince ſtrong as they are, they are 
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obedience to the Chriſtian precepts? God 
forbid. Ny Lord, yo wal know the 
ſanctions cannot be too ftrong, or too well 


yet found infufficient. And it is evident 
that if they were lefs awful, and impor- 
tant, they would be altogether infignifi- 
cant. And yet, my Lord, ſuch a ſurmiſe 
in me, tho' by no means ſufficiently 
grounded, would, with great fubmiſſion, 
be much more juſtifiable than yours of 
Sw1FT's in the point before us. | 


My Lord, I fully purpoſed te have con- 
cluded my remarks on Sw1FT's project 
for the advancement of religion, with my 
laſt obſervation upon your criticiſm now 
mentioned; but being obliged to reviſe 


that treatiſe with care, in order to be fully 


fatisfied, that my obſervations on that 
point were juſt, I found I had omitted. 
one of the fineſt obſervations in the whole 
work. And one of the nobleſt motives. 
that could be urged to a court, to engage 


them in the execution of his ſcheme. 
After 


195] 


After he hath ek upon the high 
duty and great importance of executing 
the laws againſt immorality, and mie 
he adds as follows. 5 


n Nor could the majeſty of 2 Engl iſp 
* crown appear, upon any occaſion, in 


4a greater luſtre, either to foreigners OF 
e ſubjects, than by an adminiſtration, 


© which producing ſuch good effects, 
* would diſcover fo much power; And 
c power being the natural appetite of 
* princes; a limited monarch cannot fo 
« well gratify it in any point, as a: ſtrict 
* execution of the laws.” Nr rr 


How amiable Fr "mia would that 
prince be, who governed himſelf and. his 
people by this principle, and ſteadily pur- 
2 this plan! the only danger would 

„that by doing ſo he would quickly 
erer ſo much loved, and honour- 


ed by his people, as eaſily to ariſe to 


an abſolute power over their wills and 
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affections: which mi ight be devolved upon 
ſucceſſors leſs deſerving. 


Swirr hints upon che uſefulneſs of 
another inſtitution in that project, the eſta- 
bliſhing of a cenſor here, as anciently 
at Rome, An employment to which (if 
It took place) he himſelf, of all mankind, 
ſhould be firſt raiſed, | 


What he might do in ſuch an employ- 
ment, will beſt be eſtimated by what he 
did without it. And it is certain, that he 
kept the whole kingdom of Ireland, in a 
great meaſure, in awe of him. By which 
I am well ſatisfied, many wicked jobs 
were prevented, which had otherwiſe 
been perpetrated, without ſhame or fear. 
And many more would have been pre- 
vented, were he admitted a member of 
ſeveral public boards, where his talents and 
his authority could be fully exerted to their 
true ends. But, I fear it is but too true, 
that he was (as I have been well aſſured) 
excluded from them, for that very reaſon. 

He 
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He was to che Baſhaws, and petty 
Tyrants of Ireland, what PETER AR- 
RETINE is ſaid to have been to the 
greateſt princes of Europe in his time, 


a watchful centinel, and ſtrong check 
upon their faults and follies. 


The great difference would be, chat 
it were impoſſible to keep Swir r from 
publiſhing and branding their vanities and 


villanies to the world: as ARRETINE | 


often was. 


His attention to the intereſt of his ſuc- 
ceſſors in the Deanery of St. PATRIck 's, 
and in his pariſh of Laracor (both founded 


upon his concern for the true intereſt, 


of religion) appear very clearly, and fully, 
from his laſt will; and are indeed very 
remarkable. 


His garden called the Vineyard, near 
the Deanery. Houſe, he directs ſhould be 
ſold: yet plainly hints, that it was his 

in- 
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intention and deſire that it ſhould always 


be continued in the hands of the fuc- 


cteding Deans; Each Dean leſſening one 
fourth part of the purchaſe to each facceed- 
ing Dean, and paying no more than the 
preſent Rent. Arid whereas his improve- 
ment there had coſt him fix hundred 
pounds, it was manifeſtly his wiſh that 
his ſucceſſors might have the benefit of 
them for three hundred. . 


To his ſueceſſors the Vicars of ts 
racor, for the time being, he bequeathes 
the tythes of the pariſh of Efernock 
(which coſt him two hundred and ſixty 
pounds) as long as the preſent epiſcopal 
religion ſhall continue eſtabliſhed in that 
kingdom; but after that ceaſes, to the 
poor of the faid pariſh, while chriſtianity 
is tolerated among us under any ſhape; 
ſtill excepting profeſſed * 11 
and infidels. ; 


This article needs 10 comment or 
commendation. 


Al- 
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Although * dd not es Jong 
at Laracor, he improved the houſe, and 
cultivated the little ſcene and glebe about it, 
as far as it ſhould be improved to maks 
it a proper receptable for his ſucceſſors: 
although no return af that expence 
could accrue to his execytors on that 
account; no law being then made far 
the eee, Ll ſuch e 
. Fenk. 93516 


The e garden he made very pit: 8 


W „ 


banks of a ſmall 47 that bounded Py 5 
where he had, what he called, his Mar- 


gine ripe, that is a pretty walk winding 


with the water: from whence I appre- 


hend he copied that part of his with 
in his imitation of e Lib. 2. 
Sat. 6. 


A handſome houſs to lodge a friend: 
Aver at my garden's end; 2 G3 
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A terraſs-walk, and half a rood 
Of land, Tic out to yn a wood, 


The mention of this half rood puts me 
in mind of a remarkable incident which 
befel SWIFT . 


He planted a piece « OP of abit 
that ſize (about half a rood) near his 
houſe, with very fine elms, where they 


continued to flouriſh for many years; till 


the proprietor of the ground (for un- 


happily it proved no part of SwirT's 
glebe) found it for his conveniency to 


remove them, which he did accordingly ; 
to SWIFT's unipeakable : mortification. 


Had the preſent honourable owner of 
the ground been then in poſſeſſion of it; 
I am ſtrongly perſuaded that SWIFT 
would have found kinder treatment. at 
his hands. 


But to bring back this deſultory narra- 
tion to ſomething more interreſting in the 
conduct and character of SwIr r. 


His 
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His moſt obnoxious quality, at leaſt 
that which moſt expoſed him to cenſure, 
was his utter neglect of thoſe appearances 
of religion, which he often ſuſpected 


in others, and apprehended might be 


ſuſpeted i in himſelf, of i 


Here it muſt be owned, * was too un- 
guarded; not ſufficiently conſidering that 
it was much worſe to be ſuſpected of 
infidelity than hypocriſy; and that the 
miniſters of Chriſt ſhould be much leſs 
ſuſpected in that point than the wife of 


C SAR. 


This wrong judgment expoſed him to 
all the cenſure he underwent on the 
ſcore both of Mrs. Jonxs rox, and Van- 
Ess a; of which I have already faid 
perhaps more than enough ; yet I cannot 


forbear adding, that the concluſion of 
his conduct towards the former, was as 


ſingularly remarkable as N. other part 


to it. 
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He ſuffered her to diſpoſe entirely of 
her own fortune at her death, and by her 


own name; and that to a moſt public 


and chriſtian charity.” Perhaps upon this 


principle, that as ſhe had gained no ho- 


nour by being his wife, he thought it 


but juſtice that ſhe ſhould loſe no property 
or merit of charity by it. 


Fo bm up ll — he lived long an ho- 


nour to the powers of the human mind: 
and died (as he had lived for ſome few 
later years) a ſad monument of the infir- 
mities incident to it in this houſe of clay: 
and a melancholly mortifying memento to 
the vanity of the pride of parts. His little 


power and fortune, whilſt he. enjoyed 
them, were in miniature, 2 reſemblance 


of that great tree which ſhadowed out the 


grandeur, might, magnificence and muni- 
ficence of NEBUCHAPNEZZAR: it pro- 


tected, as far as it could, all thoſe that re- | 


ſorted to it for ſhade and ſhelter: and ſup- 


N thoſe that fled to it, for relief and 


ſuſte- 
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ſuſtenance; and this was cut down as 
that was, when God had purpoſed to 2 
the pride of all glory. 


My Lord, when you conſider S wi T's 
ſingular, peculiar, and moſt variegated 
vein of wit, always rightly intended (al- 
though not always ſo rightly directed) 
delightful in many inſtances, and ſalutary, 
even where it is moſt offenſive; when you 
conſider his ſtrict truth, his fortitude in 
reſiſting oppreſſion, and arbitrary power; 
his fidelity in friendſhip; his ſincere love 
and zeal for religion; his uprightneſs in 
making right reſolutions, and his ſteadineſs 
in adhering to them: his care of his 
church, its choir, its economy, and its 
income: his attention to all thoſe that 
preached in his cathedral, in order to their 
amendment in pronunciation and ſtyle; as 
alſo his remarkable attention to the intereſt 
of his ſucceſſors, preferably to his own 
preſent emoluments; his invincible patrio- 
tiſm, even to a country which he did not 
love; his very various, well deviſed, well 

U judged, 
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judged, and extenſive charities, through- 
out his life ; and his whole fortune (to 
fay nothing of his wife's) conveyed to 
the ſame chriſtian purpoſes at his death: 
charities from which he could enjoy 
no honour, advantage, or ſatisfaction of 
any kind, in this world. - 


When you conſider his ironical and 
humorous, as well as his ſerious ſchemes 
for the promotion of true religion and 
virtue; his ſucceſs in ſolliciting for the 
firſt fruits and twentieths, to the unſpeak- 
able benefit of the eſtabliſhed church 
of Ireland; and his felicity (to rate it 
no higher) in giving occaſion to the build- 
ing of fifty new churches in London. 


All this conſidered, the character of 
his life will appear like that of his writings; 
they will both bear to be re-conſidered and 
re-examined with the utmoſt attention ; 
and will always diſcover new beauties 


and excellencies, upon every examination. 


They 
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They will bear to be conſidered as 
the ſun, in which the brightneſs will 
hide the blemiſhes; and whenever petulant 
ignorance, pride, malice, malignity, or 
envy interpoſes, to cloud, or fully his 
fame, I will take upon me to pronounce, 


that the eclipſe will not laſt long. 


To conclude,----no man ever deſerved 
better of any country than SwirT did of 


his. 


A ſteady, perſevering, inflexible 


friend; a wiſe, a watchful, and a faithful 
counſellor under many ſevere trials, and 
bitter perſecutions, to the manifeſt hazard, 


both of his liberty and fortune ! 


He lived a bleſſing, he died a benefac- 
tor, and his name will ever live an ho- 


nour to treland. 


TWO 
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Good-Breeding: 
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VERSES 70 4 friend who bad been mach abufed 
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GooD-MANNERS 


AND 
GooD-BREEDING. 


"NY 0 OD-Manners is the Art of | 
making thoſe people eafy with 


whom we converſe, 


Whoever makes the feweſt perſons 
uneaſy is the beſt bred in the company. 


As the beſt law is founded upon reaſon, 
ſo are the beſt manners. And as ſome 
lawyers have introduced unreaſonable 
things into common law; ſo likewiſe 
many teachers have introduced abſurd 
things into common good-manners. 


4 One 
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One principal point of this art is to 
ſuit our behaviour to the three ſeveral 
degrees of men; our ſuperiors, our 
equals, and thoſe below us. 


For inſtance, to preſs either of the 
two former to eat or drink is a breach 
of manners; but a farmer or a trades- 
man muſt be thus treated, or elſe it will 


be difficult to perſuade them that they 
are welcome. 


Pride, ill-nature, and want of ſenſe, 
are the three great ſources of ill-man- 
ners; without ſome one of theſe defects, 
no man will behave himſelf ill for want 
of experience; or of what, in the lan- 


guage of fools, is called, knowing the 
world, | 


I defy any one to aſſign an incident 
wherein reaſon will not direct us what 
we are to fay or to do in company, if 
we are not miſled by pride or ill- nature. 


There- 
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Therefore I inſiſt that good ſenſe is the 
principal foundation of good manners : 
but becauſe the former is a gift which 
very few among mankind are poſſeſſed 
of, therefore all the civilized nations 


of the world have agreed upon fixing 


ſome rules for common behaviour, beſt 
ſuited to their general cuſtoms, or fancies; 
as a kind of artificial good ſenſe to ſup- 
ply the defects of reaſon. Without which, 
the gentlemenly part of dunces would 
be perpetually at cuffs, as they ſeldom fail 
when they happen to be drunk, or en- 
gaged in ſquabbles about women, or play. 
And, God be thanked, there hardly hap- 
pens a duel in a year, which may not 
be imputed to one of thoſe three motives, 
Upon which account, I ſhould be exceed- 
ingly ſorry to find the legiſlature make 
any new laws againſt the practice of 
duelling; becauſe the methods are eaſy, 
and many, for a wiſe man to avoid a 
quarrel with honour, or engage in it 

| with 
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with innocence. And I can diſcover no 
political evil in ſuffering bullies, ſharpers, 
and rakes, to rid the world of each other 
by a method of their own; where the 
law hath not been able to find an ex- 
pedient. 


As the common forms of good-man- 
ners were intended for regulating the 
conduct of thoſe who have weak under- 
ſtandings; ſo they have been corrupted 
by the perſons for whoſe uſe they were 
contrived. For theſe people have fallen 
into a needleſs and endleſs way of mul- 
tiplying ceremonies, which have been 
extremely troubleſom to thoſe who 
practiſe them; and inſupportable to 
every body elſe: inſomuch that wiſe 
men are often more uneaſy at the over 
civility of theſe refiners, than they could 
poſſibly be in the converſations, of pea- 


fants or mechanicks. 


The impertinencies of this ceremonial 


behaviour are no where better ſeen than 
at 
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at thoſe tables, where ladies preſide; 
who value themſelves upon account of 
their good-breeding; where a man muſt 
reckon upon paſſing an hour without 
doing any one thing he has a mind to; 
unleſs he will be ſo hardy to break tho- 
rough all the ſettled decorum of the fa- 
mily. She determines what he loves 
| beſt, and how much he ſhall eat; and 
if the maſter of the houſe happens to 
be of the fame diſpoſition, he proceeds 
in the ſame tyrannical manner to pre- 
ſcribe in the drinking part : at the fame 
time, you are under the neceſſity of an- 
ſwering a thouſand apologies for your 
entertainment. And although a good 
deal of this humour is pretty well worn 
off among many people of the beſt 
faſhion, yet too much of it till re- 
mains, eſpecially in the Country. Where 
an honeſt gentleman aſſured me, that 
having been kept four days, againſt his 
will, at a friend's houſe, with all the cir- 
cumſtances of hiding his boots, locking 


up 
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up the ſtable, and other contrivances of 


the like nature; he could not remember 
from the moment he came into the houſe, 
to the moment he left it, any one 


thing, wherein his inclination was not 


directly contradicted: as if the whole 


family had entered into a combination to 


torment him. 


But beſides all this, it would be endleſs 
to recount the many fooliſh and ridiculous 


accidents I have obſerved among theſe 


unfortunate proſelytes to ceremony. I 


have ſeen a dutcheſs fairly knock d down 


by the precipitancy of an officious cox- 
comb, running to ſave her the trouble 
of opening a door. I remember, upon 


a birth-day, at court, a great Lady was 
utterly deſperate by a diſh of ſauce let 


fall by a page directly upon her head- 


dreſs, and brocade; while ſhe gave a 
ſudden turn to her elbow upon ſome 


point of ceremony with the perſon who 


fat next her. Monfieur Buys, the Dutch 
En- 
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Envoy, whoſe politicks and manners 
were much of a ſize, brought a ſon 
with him, about thirteen years old, to a 
great table at court. The boy, and 
his father, whatever they put on their 
plates, they firſt offered round in order, 


to every perſon in the company; ſo that 
we could not get a minute's quiet 
during the whole dinner. At laſt, their 
two plates happened, to encounter, and 
with ſo much violence, that being china, 
they broke in twenty pieces; and 
ſtained half the company with wet ſweet 


meats and cream. 


There is a pedantry in manners, as in 
all arts and ſciences; and ſometimes 
in trades. Pedantry is properly the over- 
rating any kind of knowledge we pre- 
tend to. And if that kind of know- 
ledge be a trifle in itſelf, the pedantry 
is the greater. For which reaſon, 
I look upon fidlers, dancing-maſters, 
heralds, maſters of the ceremony, &c. to 

be 
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be greater pedants, than Lips1vs, or the 
elder SCALIGER, With theſe kind of pe- 
dants, the court, while I knew it, was 
always plentifully ſtocked : I mean from 
the gentleman- uſher (at leaſt) incluſive, 
downward to the gentleman- porter : 
who are generally ſpeaking, the moft 
inſignificant race of people, that this 
iſland can afford, and with the ſmalleft 
tincture of good-manners; which is the 
only trade they profeſs. For being wholly 
illiterate, and converſing chiefly with each 
other, they reduce the whole ſyſtem of 
breeding within the forms and circles 
of their ſeveral offices: and as they are 
below the notice of miniſters, they live 
and die in court under all revolutions, 
with great obſequiouſneſs to thoſe who 
are in any degree of favour or credit: 
and with rudeneſs or inſolence to every 
body elſe. From whence I have long 
concluded, that good-manners are not 
a plant of the court growth : for if they 
were, thoſe people who have underſtand- 
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ings directly of a level for ſuch acquire- 
ments, and who have ſerved ſuch long 
apprentiſhips to nothing elſe, would cer- 
tainly have picked them up. For as to 
the great officers who attend the prince's 
perſon or councils, or preſide in his fa- 
mily, they are a tranſient body, who 
have no better a title to good-manners, 
than their neighbours, nor will proba- 
bly have recourſe to gentlemen-uſhers 
for inſtruction. So that I know little 
to be learnt at court upon this head, ex- 
cept in the material circumſtance of 
dreſs; wherein the authority of the 
maids of honour muſt indeed be allowed, 
to be almoſt equal to that of a favourite 
actreſs. 


I remember a paſſage my Lord Bo- 
LINGBROKE told me, that going to 
receive Prince Eugene of Savoy at his 
landing, in order to conduct him im- 
medietely to the Queen; the Prince ſaid, 
he was much concerned that he could not 

| =_ 


+ 
ſee her Majeſty that night; for Monſieur 
HorrMAx (who was then by) had aſ- 
ſured his highneſs, that he could not be 
admitted into her preſence with a tied- 
up periwig: that his equipage was not 
arrived, and that he had endeavoured in 
vain to borrow a long one among all his 
valets and pages. My Lord turned the 
matter to a jeſt, and brought the Prince 
to her Majeſty: for which he was highly 
cenſured by the whole tribe of gentle- 
men-uſhers: among whom Monſieur 
HorTMAN, an old dull reſident of the 
Emperor's, had picked up this material 
point of ceremony; and which, I believe, 
was the beſt leſſon he had learned in 
five and twenty years reſidence. 


I make a difference between good- 
manners, and good-breeding ; although 
in order to vary my expreſſion, I am 
ſometimes forced to confound them. 
By the firſt, I only underſtand the art 
of remembring, and applying certain 

ſettled 
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ſettled forms of general behaviour. But 
aood-breedingyis of a much larger ex- 
tent; for beſides: an uncommon degree 
of litterature ſufficient to qualify a gentle - 
man for reading a play, or a political 
pamphlet, it takes in a great compaſs of 
knowledge ; no lefs than that of dancing, 
fighting, gameing making the circle of 
Tay, riding che great horſe, and ſpeak- 
ing French; not to mention ſome other 
ſecondary, or ſubaltern accompliſhments, 
which are more eaſily acquired: ſo that 
the difference between g60d-breedi in 85 
and good-maniners, lies in this; that 
the former cannot be attained to by the 
beft underftandin 855 witkout Andy and 
labour: © whereas” 4 tolerable dept ee of 
reafon will inſtruct us in every part "of 


ue without other affiſtance. © 
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I can think! at aki more uſeful 
upon this fubject, than to point out ſome 
particulars,» wherein the very eſſentials 
of: good mangers are ooncerned, the neg- 
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le& or perverting of which, doth very 
much diſturb the good commerce of the 
world; by introducing a traffic of mu- 
tual uneaſineſs in moſt companies. 


Firſt, a neceſſary part of good-manners, 
is a punctual obſervance of time at our 
own dwellings, or thoſe of others, or at 
third places; whether upon matter of civi- 
lity, buſineſs, or diverſion; which rule, tho 
it be a plain dictate of common reaſon, 
yet the greateſt miniſter I ever knew, 
was the greateſt treſpaſſer againſt it; by 
which all his buſineſs doubled upon him, 
and placed him in a continual arrear, 
Upon -which I often uſed to rally him, 
as deficient in point of good-manners. 
T have known more than one ambaſſador, 
and ſecretary of ſtate, with a very mode- 
rate portion of intellectuals, execute their 
offices with good ſucceſs and applauſe 
by the mere force of exactneſs, and re- 
gularity, If you duly obſerve time for 


the ſervice of * it doubles the 
obli- 
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obli gation; if upon your own account, 
it would be manifeſt folly, as well as 
ingratitude, to neglect it. If both are 
concerned, to make your equal or infe- 
rior attend on you, to his own diſad- 
vantage, is pride and injuſtice. 


Ignorance of forms cannot properly 
be ſtiled ill- manners; becauſe forms are 
ſubject to frequent changes; and conſe- 
quently, being not founded upon reaſon, 
are beneath a wiſe man's regard. Beſides, 
they vary in every country; and after 
a ſhort period of time, very frequently 
in the fame. So that a man who tra- 
vels muſt needs be at firſt a ſtranger 
to them in every court, through which 
he paſſes. And perhaps at his return, 
as much a ſtranger in his own; and after 
all, they are eaſier to be remembered, 
or forgotten, than faces, or names. 


Indeed among the many impertinencies 
that ſuperficial young men bring with 
e them 
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them from abroad, this bigotry of forms 
is one of the principal, and more promi- 
.nent than the reſt, Who look upon 
them, not only as if they were matters 
capable of admitting of choice, but even 
as points of importance, and therefore 
zealous upon all occaſions to introduce, 
and propagate the new forms and 
faſhions they have brought back with 
them. So that uſually ſpeaking, the 
worſt bred perſon in the company, is a 
young traveller juſt returned from abroad. 
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abuſed in many inveterate Libels. 


HE greateſt monarch may be 
\ ſtabb'd by night, | 
And fortune help the murd'rer in his 
flight; 1 
The vileſt Ruffian may commit a rape, 
Yet fafe from injured innocence 
eſcape: 
And calumny, by working under ground, 
Can, unreveng'd, the greateſt merit 
wound, 


What's to be done? ſhall wit and 


learning chuſe, 


To live obſcure, and have no fame 
to loſe? 


By 
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By cenfure frighted out of honour's 
Nor dare to uſe the gifts by heav'n 
beſtow'd; 5 
Or fearleſs enter in thro! virtue's gate, 
And buy diſtinction at the deareſt rate. 
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